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 Officers And Members 'Gear Up' For Another Busy Year!
2020 CELEBRATION OF 65 YEARS OF CHESAPEAKE REGION

By Paula Ruby, President
Chesapeake Region, AACA

 Sixty-five years is a long time for any or-
ganization to be in operation.  This is what 
Chesapeake Region will be celebrating this 
year.  The club has achieved so many mile-
stones over the years. From the beginning, 
the club has focused on the idea of fellow-
ship and preserving the antique car hob-
by. Mr. Willard Prentice had a vision 
about starting a region and pro-
ceeded to organize a meeting on 
March 13, 1955.  Our Char-
ter with the Antique Auto-
mobile Club of America 
was signed by 24 people 
and approved by the 
National organization 
on April 30, 1955.  
The first President of 
Chesapeake Region 
was Karl Feather.  
 A mile-long list of 
club presidents and 
board members has 
evolved over the  past 
65 years. There have only 
been two women presi-
dents: Margaret Werneth 
and currently Paula Ruby.  
Woman have also been Na-
tional Presidents over the years.  
 Chesapeake Region has 
grown in leaps and bounds over 
the years.  At the present time our 
membership is the highest it has ever 
been. Even though our membership is 
high right now we can always bring in a 
new member or two.  That is the job of all 
members to talk to your friends and fami-
ly and encourage them to join in on the fun.   
Our officers and board members both elect-
ed and appointed have worked very hard to 
get the club to where we are today. 
 We are planning a very special event 
this year to celebrate our anniversary.  
Our plans include an all you can eat Crab 

Feast and Boat Cruise on the Choptank 
River. There will be a chartered bus trip 
to the Suicide Bridge Restaurant in Hur-
lock, Maryland.  The day will consist of a 
three hour cruise and crab feast. The cost 
to members will only be $25.00 a person!  

The club will pick up the cost for the bus 
and subsidizing the cost of the crab feast.  
We have already contracted with the 
restaurant and the bus company. Registra-
tion for this event will start in January, so 
don’t wait. Get your money in right away.
 The Officers and board will also be 
working on some other events that will 
also be very exciting. 

By Bill Wurzell, Editor
The Chesapeake Bulletin

 What will the year 2020 and beyond 
have in store for Chesapeake Region? 
Will our generation’s grand-children and 
great-grandchildren be involved with 
antique automobile clubs? How will the 
forthcoming wave of fully electric vehicles 

impact the future of car collectors of all 
types? How about driverless vehi-

cles? Seems like society is push-
ing the envelope to get electric 

and driverless cars into the 
mainstream as quickly 

as possible. Some pre-
dictions have driver-

less vehicles common 
place, as soon as five
five years from now, 
as no doubt electric 
vehicles will be. The 
new electric Ford 
Mustang (see page 
7) will travel 300 
miles or more on a 
single charge. I hope 

that’s true, however, I 
remember when the 

first generation Toyo-
ta Prius hit the market 

with predictions of 60 
mpg.  It didn’t take long for 

buyers to realize 60 mpg was 
the figment of a copy writer’s 

dream. The mileage for the Pri-
us and other 'hybrid' cars did slowly 

improve, but so far none of them, to my 
knowledge has achieved 60 mpg. 
 A flat 10% increase across the board in 
fuel economy could be achieved for all ve-
hicles by eliminating the requirement of 
10% Ethanol in pump gasoline. An added 
advantage is the price of corn would drop 
because Ethanol is derived from corn. Af-
fected farmers, who are heavy fuel users 
would see a significant increase in fuel sav-
ings which would offset corn price drop.
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    CORRECTION    
 In the December edition of this pub-
lication we had an incorrect date for the 
celebration of Hanukkah for 2019. The 
dates should have been from: December 
22 to December 30. Our profound apolo-
gy to our Jewish members and readers. We 
promise, it won’t happen again.--EDITOR

There, parked at the curb, were 13 brand-
new, 1970 Sebring Yellow Oldsmobile RaIlye 
350s, all lined up behind each other. Even the 
bumpers were painted yellow! What a sight! 
There was nobody else around and no other 
cars parked anywhere on the street. The whole 
situation was surreal.
 Most Oldsmobile fans have heard of the 
brand’s association with beauty pageants from 
the 1940’s through the 1970’s, especially the 
Miss America Pageant. That’s what was hap-
pening that day. With the 1970 model 442 
coming standard with a 455 cubic-inch, 360 
horsepower V8, Olds was promoting its mid-
year RalIye 350 as the official car of the Miss 
North Carolina beauty pageant.
 Even though the RaIlye 350 had yet to be 
introduced, there they were; a full assortment 
of holiday, hardtop and sport coupes, with 
four-speeds, automatics and Hurst Dual Gate 
Shifters; huge hood scoops and rear spoilers. 
The car was laden with special graphics and 
color-matched urethane-coated bumpers, de-
signed to fall under the insurance industry’s 
radar with its 350 cubic inch Rocket V8.
 As I walked around this baker’s dozen of 
bright yellow cars, a photographer was set-
ting up his tripod to take photos. “Just about 
the gaudiest thing you’ve ever seen, huh?” he 
said as I walked up to inquire why all these 
new cars were assembled in one spot. “I think 
they’re beautiful.” I shot back. It was the 
equivalent of saying, “See that girl? I’mgoing 
to marry her one day.”
 My next stop was the local Oldsmobile deal-
ership, Thompson-Cadillac Olds. They knew 
about the new model, but had no information 
on when they would become available for sale. 

PART II Continued from December Edition
By Frank O'Donnell

King Of The Road Chapter, AACA

'I Don’t Know Why, I Have Always Liked Yellow'
They let me test drive a Cutlass S and a base 
442 just to get a feel for how well they handled. 
I liked the layout of the Oldsmobile interior, 
especially the N-34 Sport Steering Wheel. I 
finally knew what brand of car I wanted, and 
it was going to be Sebring Yellow, with yellow 
bumpers.
 It was six long weeks before the dealership 
received their first RaIlye 350. It was a Holiday 
coupe with a Hurst Dual-gate. I bought it the 
day it rolled off the trailer. This time when I 
called my insurance agent to find out my rates, 
he didn’t hang up on me!
 EDITOR’S NOTE: The above column by 
Frank O’Donnell is a continuation from the De-
cember, 2019 edition. It is the first in a random 
series of articles by Mr. O’Donnell, a monthly 
columnist for ‘Journey With Olds’, the maga-
zine of the Oldsmobile Club of America. Email 
Frank O’Donnell: foxlovescars@comcast.net

 Above, is Frank O’Donnell’s 1970 Oldsmobile 
Rallye 350. Frank was only 17-years-old when 
he took delivery of the car. How many 17 year 
old kids can say that? What an agonizing wait 
the six-weeks it took from ordering the car to it 
arriving at the Oldsmobile dealer in Raleigh, 
North Carolina.--Frank O’Donnell photo

A Word About Some New Club Images
  Chesapeake Region begins the new year 
2020 with a new Club logo. The officers didn’t 
go to some expensive design studio and pay 
thousands in commissions for it either. It was 
done in-house by Scott Chaney of the Face-
book committee. The new logo (right) incor-
porates the popular ‘blue fin’ crab that is part 
of the Chesapeake Bay area’s claim to fame. 
 In addition, we also are working with an-
other member to develop a special logo to 
commemorate our Chesapeake Region’s 65th 
anniversary this year. Stay tuned for that!  As 
an ongoing indication of the years that Chesa-

 peake Region has been in existence, the  image 
(left) inspired by the United States highway 
shield has been developed by webmaster Buzz 
Diehl, and will appear on the website, and else-
where as desired.

 Have you ever participated in a square 
car tour? You may have and not known 
about it. Every spring our local Region 
organizes a tour that travels through the 
back roads in the country.  A  square  car  
is  defined  by  the  general shape of cars 
of the 1920s-1930s. The tour organizer 
usually leads because they have selected 
the routes, and detailed route instructions 
are passed out in case the tour becomes 
interrupted. The other participants are ar-
ranged by the oldest first and sometimes 
this is a Model T Ford. Other  members  
with  newer  cars  also come, but are placed 
in order by the car’s age. 
 The tour duration is about 50 or 60 
miles, the pace is slower, but the waves 
from people along the way are gratifying.
The tour always ends at a pre-arranged 
restaurant for lunch. A good time of fel-
lowship is had by all.  We always invite the 
local Model A Club to  join  us  and  guess  
what,  the  Region  and AACA usually pick 
up some new members. Call the tour what 
you like, but 'Square Car' seems appropri-
ate to us.

'Square Car Tour'

Bob Parrish 
Vice President - National Awards

Photo from 'Square Car Tour'
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Lively Group Of Club Members Appear In The 2019 Mayor’s Parade

 Nancy Mattheu must stop hitchiking! 

 Left to right: Darren and Margit Fox, Jerry Ross, Gary Ruby, Sally and Ken Stevenson, Paula Ruby, Nancy Mattheu, Al Zimmermann, and Ron 
King as 'Rudolph The Red Nose Reindeer!'

 What the hey? What is it and who is it beside The Ruby’s 1956 Chevrolet Bel Air convertible? We have it on good authority (Paula Ruby) that the 
character in the bird costume is Ron King! We don’t recognize the costume or the bird. Maybe Ron has developed a new national character now that 
'Chewbacca' has departed the scene. Good luck Ron! Members and non members are lined up waiting to be inserted into the parade.

By Paula Ruby, President
Chesapeake Region, AACA

 On Sunday December 8th six members of Chesapeake Region par-
ticipated in the annual Mayor’s Christmas Parade in Baltimore City. The 
parade line up started at noon.  The following members of Chesapeake 
Region were gassed up, tops down and ready to participate.  Paula and 
Gary Ruby with their 1956 Chevy convertible, Ken and Sally Steven-
son and their friends Todd and Stacey in their 1947 Ford convertible 
‘Henry’, Al and Nancy Zimmermann in their 1934 Ford Cabriolet, Jerry 
Ross and Ezra and Elieper Medina in their 1954 Kaiser. New members 
Darren and Margit Fox in their 1948 Ford convertible and Ron King in 
his 1985 Buick hardtop. he parade started at 1:00 p.m. with the Mayor 

of Baltimore, Bernard C. ‘Jack’ Young in the first car. The streets going 
through Hampden were lined with wide-eyed onlookers. The children 
were really excited and you could see them dancing along with the 
marching bands.  
 There were alot of marching bands from local high schools as well as 
television personalities from local stations.  Our group was pretty far 
back in the lineup.  We were able to watch the parade from out lineup 
area.   By the time we reached the end of the parade it was 4:15 p.m. and 
quite chilly.  I think that everyone enjoyed themselves and always look 
forward to this annual parade.  
 I want to thank everyone that came out on Sunday.  Be sure to see the 
pictures that Gary Ruby took elsewhere in this bulletin.
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The President’s Message
From Paula Ruby

Fondly, 

   Paula

Hello Chesapeake Members!

 As we begin year 2020, I hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday season. As we get older,
It seems the holidays go by faster and faster. Wasn’t it just Thanksgiving? Now it’s a new year!
Chesapeake Region certainly had a very busy year in 2019, and it doesn’t look like year 2020 is going to be any 
different - maybe even busier, since it will be our Region’s 65th anniversary. Not many organizations can say they 

have been together for 65 years. 
 This is my sixth year as your Chesapeake Region president, I have seen the club grow in many 
positive ways. Our membership is the highest it has ever been, and our treasury isn’t too shabby 
either. We have developed two award winning publications: our monthly newsletter The Chesa-
peake Bulletin and our ever-growing website. To further reach out to new, and to current mem-
bers, we have also developed a Facebook page. All these forms of communication have certainly 
helped to increase our membership, and to keep our members and associates well informed of 
our Chesapeake Region events throughout the years.
 During 2020, our 65th anniversary year, we are planning several new events, in addition to 
the many traditional events we hold throughout the year. As always, we will need the volunteer 
help of our members to make these events successful. Our annual Collector Car Swap Meet, to 

be held on March 14th at the Howard County Fairground, is one of our major annual fund-raisers and enables our 
Club to financially support many of the fun activities we conduct throughout the year. I encourage all members to 
come out, volunteer and participate in the Swap Meet.
 I would like to thank all the Executive Board members who have stayed on in their elected positions for 2020. I 
would also like to thank Gene Sauter for all his years on the Board serving as Chief Judge and to Norm Heathcote 
for taking on the position in 2020 as Chief Judge. This year we again will be conducting a summer car show at the 
Fire Museum of Maryland, but with a new twist. Rather than being held as an antique car display as in the past, 
it will be conducted as a traditional car show, with awards presented. Strong attendance over the years at our Fire 
Museum event has encouraged us to make this our second annual traditional car show. Our annual Autumn Har-
vest Collector Car Show will continue to be held in Manchester, Maryland.
 I’d like to hear your ideas for some fun Chesapeake Region year 2020 events. Email them to me, or better yet, 
come to a Membership Meeting and bring it up on the floor. Remember that the membership meetings for January 
through March will be held at 7:00 p.m. instead of 7:30 p.m. With winter weather upon us, and the chance for snow 
or ice, Baltimore County school cancellations are what we also follow for our meetings. If you are ever in doubt. 
Please call me at home, or look for a message on our website or Facebook page.
 I hope this first newsletter of 2020 finds everyone in good health, and I wish you all a Very Happy New Year. 
Looking forward to seeing everyone at the January meeting.

HAPPY NEW YEAR, ONE AND ALL!
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NOTICE: Advertisements by members are free, subject to available space, if in the interest of the club and 
its members, i.e., antique (AACA defined) vehicles, parts, literature, memorabilia and automotive tools and 
equipment. Free ads run for one month and must contain the name of a member. Business ads cost $35 
annually for a nominal business card size space in TWELVE monthly issues. For ad submission or renewal, 
contact the Advertising Manager: GARY RUBY, 410.239.3492, rubys55chevy@comcast.net

Steven B. Morgan
Agent/Broker

Ridgebrook Insurance Group
909 Ridgebrook Road, Suite 116

Sparks, MD 21152
Auto, Home, Business, Life Insurance

443-595-3100 X131 800-218-0098
www.ridgebrookins.com

Jack Anderson
-Certified Vehicle Appraiser-
Auto Appraisals MD, LLC

222 Ritterslea Court
Owings Mills, MD 21117

 
(410) 363.7088 (home office)
(410) 916.4278 (cell phone)

jack@autoappraisalsmd.com
www.autoappraisalsmd.com

Pipe Creek Trading Company
Sales of antique and classic cars

Car Repairs
Appraisals

3559 Old Taneytown Rd.
Taneytown, Md 21787

Tel: 410-756-1500
Email: cars@verizon.net

8 Winter Ave 
Glen Rock, PA 17327
P: 717-428-1305
F: 717-235-4428

www.alprueittandsons@verizon.net

Driving Passion for Excellence

www.alprueittandsons@verizon.net

Complete Restoration 
of

Antique, Hot Rods
& Classic Vehicles

Howard Kelly, Jr.
717.630.0776

410.409.7384 Cell
jalopyjunior@comcast.net

Stephen G. , Owner
4 Nashua Ct., Bay 5
EssEx, MD 21221
443.610.2769

Specializing In:
Door Dings * Large Dents * Hail Damage * Bumper Dents

www.PAINTLESSDENTDOCTORMD2.COM
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PART III Continued from December Edition
By Don Ramsburg

Chesapeake Region, AACA
 I ordered a rebuilt 3.55 rear from an outfit 
in Virginia for $750. When I got it, I found 
that the yoke for the universal joint would 
have to be replaced, because the 3.55 po-
si-traction rear was only offered with the 
427 cubic inch engine, and that required 
heavier universal joints. That was OK, be-
cause I could use the yoke off of the origi-
nal 4.11 rear. When I disassembled the 4.11 
rear to get the axle yokes, I discovered that 
the carrier for the spider gears was badly 
cracked. Also, the ends of the axle yokes 
were worn from the inboard thrust of cor-
nering. I exchanged my axle yokes for a pair 
with specially hardened ends, at a Corvette 
shop in Rosedale, for another $150. The new 
rear was also posi-traction, so I had to buy 
some of the Posi-lube that goes in the jack-
pot with the 80w oil.
 Now that I had the rear changed, I had to do 
something with the speedometer drive. Chev-
rolet speedometer drive gears are just plastic 
gears that can be replaced easily at the trans-
mission, so I consulted with the parts depart-
ment of the Chevy dealer in Timonium, and 
we selected the proper replacement.
 After replacing the rear, the car didn’t quite 
squat like it used to, but was still very fast. The 
next item on the agenda was handling. The 
radial tires were nearly new, and still had the 
blue preservative on the white lettering. The 
shock absorbers were another story. Not only 
were the shocks worn out, the rubber mount-
ing-grommets were worn out. I decided that 
I would attempt to make this car handle like 
a sports car, so I ordered a set of Bilstein gas 
shocks for $350. The Bilstein gas shocks were 
the most expensive ones available for a 1969 
Corvette, but they did make a big difference. 
While the cornering was still not as good as 
my Fiat Spider, the improvement in the ride 
was tremendous!
 After a year or so, the front calipers on the 
Corvette started leaking. I removed them to 
check them out, and found that the bores 
were etched from corrosion. Of course, cali-
pers were available for the Corvette that had 
stainless steel sleeves in the bores, so that’s 
what I bought. There goes another $300! 
While I was at it, I changed the brake flu-
id to the silicone type, so etching would not 
happen again.
 The car still had three problems to work 
out: a noticeable vibration in the engine 
around 3000 rpm, the fuel gauge would nev-
er read higher than 1/2 full, and the wind-
shield wipers had stopped working. I decid-
ed to take the car to Corvette Specialties in 
Eldersburg for diagnosing these problems.
 The vibration in the engine was caused 
by a mismatch of the waterpump shaft and 
the hub of the engine fan. Apparently, some-
one had replaced the waterpump, and had 

Chevrolet Corvette: Sports Car Or Hotrod?
bought the wrong part for that engine. Cor-
vette Specialties replaced the waterpump 
with the correct part number, and the engine 
vibration was gone. They also found a rub-
ber gasket for the gas cap inside the gas tank, 
which was keeping the fuel gauge sender 
from moving in its full range. They removed 
the rubber gasket, and the fuel gauge could 
read full scale. Finally, they found a rubber 
plug on a vacuum line tee connection, that 
I had put there thinking I would prevent 
a vacuum leak. They removed the rubber 
plug, and the windshield wipers worked fine 
again. Well, good! Taking care of these three 
problems was worth the $300 they charged 
me! The next problem to surface was a leak 
in the power steering cylinder. I just bit the 
bullet, and bought a new one, instead of try-
ing to rebuild the original.
 A noteworthy feature of the car was the 
grease fittings on the running gear. There 
was a grease fitting on all four bearings of all 
four universal joints in the independent rear 
axle. There were also grease fittings on the 
driveshaft, and the ball joints. It took half a 
tube of grease to lube this thing every couple 
thousand miles!
 After a couple more years, the Corvette 
developed another problem: the battery 
would discharge if the car was parked over-
night. I had bought all the '69 Corvette refer-
ence books by that time, so I set out to diag-
nose my electrical problem. It seems there is 
a transistorized voltage regulator built into 
the alternator of the '69 Corvette, and one 
of its functions is to stop the current from 
draining back through the alternator when 
the engine was stopped. After shutting off 
the engine, if I disconnected the multi-pin 
connector from the alternator, the problem 
would disappear!
 I drove my 1969 Corvette convertible for 
10 years, only putting about 10,000 miles 
on it during that time. The 350 small-block 
had a lumpy hydraulic camshaft, and 11.00 
to 1 pistons, causing the throttle response 
to be better than in any car I had previous-
ly owned. But, I was getting tired of the car, 
and decided to see if I could sell it for a de-
cent price. One of the body shop technicians 
at Al Prueitt & Sons, in Glen Rock, Penn-
sylvania, brought his father to my house to 
look at the Corvette. His father had just sold 
a '57 Chevy street rod, and was looking for 
another car to fix up. He drove the Corvette 
around the block (4 miles), and agreed to 
buy it from me for $10,000.
 I sometimes think I would have been just 
as well off to have sold the body for parts, 
and kept that fantastic engine to put in an 
old Ford. Some people will argue that the 
1969 Corvette is a sports car, and others will 
say it’s a GT convertible, but I can tell you 
from experience that it’s just a fiber-glass 
hotrod!

#

30th Annual East Coast Indoor 
Nationals Show, December 
7-8 At Timonium Fairgrounds
 At the show this year they had on display 
over three-hundred of the regions finest an-
tiques, street rods, customs, muscle cars, nos-
talgia rods, hot rods, drag cars and custom 
motorcycles. Automotive enthusiasts from 
around the local area and afar come to escape 
from the winter blues as the nearly 200,000 
square foot facility is filled wall to wall with 
various automotive exhibits. Something for 
everyone!--Photos by Gary Ruby

 Custom 1961 Ford Galaxie 500 hardtop.

 Custom mid-thirties Chevrolet coupe.

 Looks like a 1932 Ford Tudor.

 Ubiquitous 1955 Chevrolet Bel Air modified.
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 From the editor’s desk...
SHADES OF THINGS TO COME?
 Ford Motor Company very recently un-
veiled its new all-electric Mustang Mach-E 
crossover SUV. It does not resemble a Ford 
Mustang as we know a Mustang. 
 However, with its emphasis on affordability 
and performance, the newest member of the 
Mustang(?) family appears to be an attempt by 
Ford to challenge Tesla. Something that Ford 
has apparently learned from Tesla is that bor-
ing electric vehicles don’t sell well at all.
 The Mustang Mach-E GT Performance 
models will get an estimated 459 horsepow-
er, from two electric motors, one power-
ing the rear wheels, the other powering the 
front. Those motors should be able to make 
the Mach-E go from zero to 60 miles an hour 
in roughly 3.5 seconds, a time similar to a 
Porsche 911 GTS. The Tesla Model 3 Perfor-
mance, meanwhile, produces 450 horsepower 
and the upcoming Model Y SUV is expected to 
share much of the same engineering.
 Prices for more basic versions of the Mus-
tang Mach-E will start at about $45,000. The 
most expensive version will be the Mach-E GT 
Performance Edition, which will start at about 

$60,000. Those prices are similar to Tesla’s Mod-
el Y, which will range from $47,000 to $60,000. 
 At the same time Ford announced the all 
electric Mustang, they said an all-electric pick- 
up truck will soon be announced. Chevrolet 
also recently announced that it will market an 
all electric pickup truck in the near future.
 For the time being, Ford’s electric vehicles 
still qualify for the $7,500 federal tax credit. 
The Blue Oval expects Mach-E buyers will be 
able to get that full tax credit for at least the 
first year it’s available. The extended range ver-
sions of the Mach-E with 332 horsepower to 
get an EPA-rated range of at least 300 miles. 
The standard range version will go about 239 
miles. Even with the standard range battery 
pack, the Mach-E will accelerate more quickly 
than a Porsche Macan SUV. Battery packs that 
provide higher range also provide more per-
formance. Rear-wheel drive is considered ideal 
for a performance-oriented vehicle. 
 Two-wheel drive versions of the Mustang 
Mach-E will also be rear-wheel drive, as the 
Mustang coupe it’s modeled after.
 As mentioned previously, Ford Motor 
Company believes that all electric vehicles 

 THEY’RE HERE!--The eerie looking equipment above are all electric vehicle recharging pumps, sta-
tions? They appeared in the past two months on the parking lot of the Walmart store on Dobbin Road in 
Columbia, Maryland. They are not active yet, Walmart is probably waiting for final okay from the state 
and or county. It’s no secret that the more electric vehicles on the road the less gasoline tax will be collected. 
Will the government come up with an electric charging tax, or possibly do away with the electric vehicle 
tax credit? For a company like Walmart to make a capital investment in the above technology, they must 
be pretty confident the all electric wave is coming or at least, around the corner.--Bill Wurzell, photo

considered 'dull' don’t sell well. The fact that 
four door sedan sales have hit an all-time 
low, and many of which are being 'phased 
out' would seem to bear that out. Even the 
much maligned Chevrolet Volt has been tak-
en out of production, but the Volt is a 'hybrid' 
whereas the Chevrolet 'Bolt', is an all electric, 
is still being marketed. Much of the technol-
ogy and engineering behind the Bolt is prob-
ably what will be used in GM’s all electric 
pickup. Fasten your seatbelt, it’s going to be 
a bumpy ride!

----
 In the November edition of The Ches-
apeake Bulletin, I ran an article about the 
plight of a young mother with a Hybrid vehi-
cle that needed a new, expensive battery pack 
replacement. Little did I think when I com-
posed that article that I would be in a similar 
predicament very soon, but I was luckier.
 On October 5th, I drove up to the Pitts-
burgh area to join in a surprise 80th birth-
day celebration for my cousin, Dick Wurzell. 
It was a great party and Dick was completely 
surprised. I hope he enjoys the nearly $50 bot-
tle of Scotch I got him. I digress. I drove up on 
a Saturday morning and drove back after the 
party was over. A total of 450 miles. My 2017 
Ford Escape performed flawlessly, mostly all 
high-speed driving as the speed limit on I-70 
is 70 mph and most drivers go 80 when they 
can, me included. Two days later my 'check 
engine' light came on and it surprised me be-
cause the vehicle is only two model years old. 
 Anyway, I made an appointment at the 
Koons Ford dealership on Security Boule-
vard. I took the car in at the appointed time 
and was in the waiting room about 35 min-
utes when the service advisor 'Brian' sat next 
to me and said: ''Mr. Wurzell, we need to re-
place the engine in your Escape!'' I exclaimed 
''what?''. He said yes, there is a crack in the 
motor internally and engine coolant is getting 
into the cylinders. I knew that the diagnostic 
error code was P3040, (number four cylinder 
misfire.) I told him about my trip to Pitts-
burgh and back and how well the car ran. He 
said it wouldn’t be long before the car began 
running poorly.
 Brian assured me that the engine replace-
ment is covered under warranty and will cov-
er all costs. They even provided a 'loaner' car 
to drive for the two weeks they had my car in 
the shop. Total repair cost was: $6,574.94.
 When I got the car back everything was the 
same as I last drove it. My radio presets, Siri-
usXM radio, Bluetooth telephone book were 
all intact for which I was delighted, because 
I knew they had to disconnect the battery 
when they swapped out the engine. The new 
2.0 liter motor came right off the production 
line at the factory.--Bill Wurzell, Editor
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NOTE: MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS ON THE SECOND MONDAY OF EACH 
MONTH WILL NOW BEGIN AT 7:00 PM

Chesapeake Reg ion Activ ities  For 2019

Mayor’s Christmas Parade

DATE   DAY     TIME      EVENT    LOCATION

    JANUARY 2020 
13   Mon     7:00 PM  General Membership Meeting   Divinity Lutheran Church, Towson, MD
17-19  Fri-Sun    Daily   AutoMania Indoor Swap Meet   Allentown Fairgrounds, PA
    FEBRUARY 2020 
6-8   Wed-Sat    Daily   AACA Annual Meeting   Philadelphia, PA
6-9   Thu-Sun    Daily   Motor Trend 2020 Auto Show   Baltimore Convention Center
7-9   Fri-Sun    Daily   Atlantic City Car Show & Auction   Atlantic City, NJ 
10    Mon     7:00 PM  General Membership Meeting  Divinity Lutheran Church, Towson, MD
15-16   Sat-Sun      Daily   Motorarama: Car, Truck, Bike Show  Harrisburg, PA
22    Sat       8-11 AM  Car Show & Cruise All Club Breakfast  Jarrettesville, MD
    MARCH
1    Sun      7-2   Hamburg Swap Meet   Hamburg, PA
7    Sat      Morning   Kent Island Cruisers All Club Breakfast  Chester, MD
9    Mon     7:00 PM  General Membership Meeting  Divinity Lutheran Church, Towson, MD
14   Sat      7-3   AACA Collector Car Swap Meet  Howard County Fairgrounds
15   Sun      12:30 PM  St. Patricks Day Parade   Mt. Vernon Place, Baltimore, MD
27-28   Fri-Sat     8 AM-3 PM AACA Sugarloaf Region Swap Meet   Ag Center, Westminster, MD
  
     ITEMS IN RED DENOTE CHESAPEAKE REGION OR PROMOTED EVENT 

Saturday Mornings  8:30-10:30 AM Hunt Valley Cars and Coffee   Towne Center, Hunt Valley, MD 

Hey CRAACA Members!
 
 It’s that time again. NO. I’m not talking about Santa Claus!
 I’m talking about the annual Motor Trend Show, coming up 
February 6-9, at the Baltimore Civic Center. Here is your chance 
to show off your precious classic vehicle to the general public 
under the bright lights surrounded by the shiny new mundane 
products offered by automobile manufacturers.  Auto Show spec-
tators love viewing our cars and comparing them to the latest new 
vehicle offerings.  
 Here’s  what we have so far. Can you guess the members 
these belong too? 

   1967 Ford Thunderbird   
             1985 Buick Riviera

              2003 Ford Thunderbird
              1950 Chevrolet

              1968 Ford Mustang
              1950 Ford 

              1930’s Full Classic TBA

 Contact me to add yours to the list.  Your car will be safe behind 
velvet rope barriers.Someone from the club will be monitoring 
our area at all times. You do not have to be there.  You and your 
family will receive free tickets to the show.  Entry and exit is fast 
and times are flexible. The convention center is easily reached 
by major thoroughfares.  And of course, in the event the weather 
is really bad, you certainly are under no obligation to bring your 
car down.

A Plea To Members From 
Activity Director Phil Hack

 Once again, Kenny Stevenson (driver) has us stumped. We don’t know 
who he is impersonating. Elvis Presley or Roy Orbison, neither of whom 
had a big white, bushy mustache! Sally Stevenson is in the right front seat 
and Stacey and Todd (fright wig) are in the back seat.--Gary Ruby photo
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By David Aylor, IIHS
 Just over half of 2018 model vehicles IIHS 
evaluated are available with headlights that 
do an adequate job of lighting the road at 
night and limiting glare for oncoming driv-
ers, but most good-rated headlights are op-
tional or bundled with features that can raise 
the price of the vehicle.
 “Consumers shouldn’t have to buy a fully 
loaded vehicle to get the headlights they need 
to safely drive at night,” says David Aylor, man-
ager of active safety testing at IIHS. “All new 
vehicles should come with good headlights.”
 Since the Institute released its first headlight 
ratings for passenger vehicles in 2016, most 
manufacturers have focused on improving 
this key safety component. That year, only 2 of 
95 headlight systems on 2016-model vehicles 
IIHS evaluated earned a good rating.
 For the 2018 model year, the best-available 
headlights on 32 of 165 models evaluated earn 
the highest rating of good, and the best-avail-
able headlights on 58 models earn the sec-
ond-highest rating of acceptable. Thirty-two 
models have only marginal-rated headlights, 
while poor-rated headlights are the only ones 
available for 43 models.
 Good-rated headlights are needed to qualify 
for a 2018 Top Safety Pick+ award, and good- or 
acceptable-rated headlights are a requirement 
for Top Safety Pick. The Institute is evaluating 
headlights on contenders for the 2019 awards, 
which will be announced in December.
 A single model may have several different 
headlight options, and the Institute tries to test 
all of them as the vehicles arrive on dealer lots. 
In all, IIHS engineers evaluated 424 headlight 
variants on 2018 models. Of these, 67 percent 
earn a marginal or poor rating because of in-
adequate visibility, excessive glare from low 
beams for oncoming drivers, or both.
 The Genesis G90, a large luxury sedan, and 
the Lexus NX, a midsize luxury SUV, are the 
only 2018 models evaluated that come with 
good-rated headlights, no matter the trim line or 
options package. The best-available headlights on 
the Chevrolet Volt, Genesis G80, Mercedes-Benz 
E-Class and Toyota Camry are rated good, while 
the lowest are rated acceptable.
 Fifteen other models have acceptable-rated 
headlights across the board. For most other ve-
hicles, though, the difference in headlight per-
formance among trim lines is night and day.
 A case in point is the Hyundai Kona. The 
good-rated LED projector headlights on the 
high-end Kona illuminated almost 450 feet on 
the right side of the road in the straightaway test 
for low beams, but the small SUV’s poor-rated 
base-model halogen projector low beams only 
illuminated 220 feet on the right side of the 
straightaway, far short of the optimal 325 feet to 
provide at least 5 lux illumination.
 “The Kona’s LED low beams should give 
a driver traveling straight at 65 mph enough 
time to brake to a stop,” 

Headlights Improve, But Base Models Leave Drivers In The Dark

 The Kona is among the 17 vehicles with 
good-rated headlights that also have poor-rat-
ed variants. The Hyundai Sonata and its twin, 
the Kia Optima, are in this group, too. Con-
sumers have to pick a top trim line to get the 
best available headlights — on 2018 models, 
the Limited trims built after September 2017 
for the Sonata and the SX trim with the SX 
Technology package for the Optima.
 “In the past two years, manufacturers have 
made changes to improve headlights, whether 
through better aim or the light source itself,” 
Aylor says. “But we still see a lot of models 
where the base headlight is poor, so buyers re-
ally have to do their homework to make sure 
they are getting the best available headlights.”
 He adds, “Unless you go for a test drive 
at night, IIHS ratings are the only way to 
know whether the vehicle you’re consider-
ing will have good headlights.”
 Toyota and its Lexus luxury brand lead the 
way with the most 2018 models that only offer 
headlights that rate good or acceptable. Still, 
three Toyota models--the 4Runner, C-HR and 
Yaris iA--are only available with poor headlights.
 The 4Runner’s halogen projector headlights, 
for instance, rate poor because the midsize 
SUV’s low beams don’t provide enough light 
on gradual and sharp curves, and they also 
create some glare. Light from the high beams 
is inadequate on sharp curves.
 Most headlights use one of three light 
sources: halogen, high-intensity dis-
charge (HID) or LED. Each of these can be 
paired with either a multifaceted reflector 

or a projector lens. Projector headlights 
use one lens to spread the light out, while 
reflectors use shiny surfaces that bounce 
the light forward.
 Domestic manufacturers, in general, have 
room for improvement, especially when it 
comes to pickup trucks. Poor-rated headlights 
are the only ones available on Ford’s popular 
F-150 and Chevrolet’s Silverado 1500, for ex-
ample. That is also the case for the Chevrolet 
Colorado, GMC Canyon and Nissan Frontier.
 Pickups are proportionally more likely than 
cars to be involved in fatal single-vehicle run-
off-the-road crashes. Better headlights might 
help reduce crashes like these at night. The Hon-
da Ridgeline is the only pickup with available 
headlights that earn a good rating. Consum-
ers will have to go for one of the top two trim 
lines to get them, though, paying nearly $12,000 
more than the base model, which only comes 
with poor-rated headlights.
 Bundling advanced safety features with things 
like leather seats and entertainment packages is 
a common industry practice that can add thou-
sands of dollars to the price of a new vehicle. The 
best available headlights on the Kia Soul, for in-
stance, earn a good rating, but consumers must 
buy a $3,000 or $6,000 options package on one 
of the top two trim lines to get them. This pushes 
the small car’s price to nearly $26,000, compared 
with about $16,000 for the base model and its 
poor-rated headlights.

----
 Reprinted with permission from Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety website.

 The 2018 Kia Sedona’s HID projector headlights are rated good. To get them, consumers 
need to buy the SX trim line equipped with the Advanced Touring package or the SXL trim 
line. The minivan’s other trim lines have halogen projector headlights rated poor. These 
lamps produce excessive glare.



President: Paula Ruby
2332 Mt. Ventus Road #1, Manchester, MD 21102-1128, 
H-410.239.3492, C-410.627.1642 paulaspackard@hotmail.com
Vice President: Al Zimmermann
12887 Eagles View Road, Phoenix, MD 21131 
H-410.560.0237, C-443.470.0637 zimmco1@comcast.net
Secretary: Thomas R. Dawson 
1920 Gibson Road, White Hall, MD 21161 H-410.688.8358 (cell) 
tomdawson315@gmail.com
Treasurer: Jack Treadwell 
 2034 Freeland Road, Freeland, MD 21053, H-410.925.7024, 
jetreadwell@comcast.net
Membership Chairman: Vicky Wilmer
52 North Houcksville Road, Hampstead, MD 21074, C-443.340.7703
wilmervicky@gmail.com
Director at Large: Gary Wilmer 
52 North Houcksville Road, Hampstead, MD 21074, C-443.340.7690, 
wilmervicky@gmail.com
Director at Large: Tom Young
613 McHenry Road, Baltimore, MD 21208, H-410.653.3108, 
tbirdtoms60@verizon.net
Activities Chairman: Philip Hack
1125 Greenway Road, Cockeysville, MD  21030
H-410.292.3656, Phack126@gmail.com

 Elected & Appointed Officers For 2020
Elected positions make up the Executive Board of the Club with full voting rights:

SUNSHINE REPORT:

FEBRUARY MEETING:
Monday Februry 10, 2020 at 7:00 pm

DIVINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1220 Providence Road 

Towson, MD 21286
Approximately one mile north of  I-695 

on Providence Road in Towson
Hershey, Pennsylvania

Like us on Facebook @ Chesapeake Region AACA
SOCIAL MEDIA       

The Annual Chesapeake Region 
Collector Car Swap Meet

& Car Corral
Saturday, March 14, 2020 

7:00 am until 3:00 pm

Howard County Fairgrounds
Route 144,West Friendship, MD 21794

 The Chesapeake Bulletin is published monthly and is the official 
newsletter of the Chesapeake Region AACA. Articles and comments 
are welcome and should be sent to the editor, Bill Wurzell at: 54deso-
tosedan@gmail.com, telephone: 410.750.0056 by the 15th of the month 
for inclusion in the current month’s edition. All ads must be submitted to 
Advertising Manager, Gary Ruby at: rubys55chevy@comcast.net, tele-
phone: 410.239.3492. If you have not received your copy of the Bulletin, 
contact the editor or any club officer.
 Event photos courtesy of Harold and Barb Diehl, Paula and Gary Ruby; 
Philip Hack, and Bill Wurzell; proofreaders: Harold Diehl and Lynn Horn.
  Reprinting of articles and photos is permitted provided due credit is 
given to this publication, the author and photographer.
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By: Margaret Werneth

  I sent a sympathy card to the 
family of Bonnie Mielke on her 
recent passing. 
 Enjoyed the banquet, was nice to see 
everyone! --Margaret

~~MARYLAND LICENSE PLATE COLLECTION~~
Most plates are restored, call us with what you need!

GARY: 410.239.3492

AUTOMOTIVE ITEMS FOR SALE

Chief Judge: Norman Heathcote 
305 Gwynnbrook Avenue, Owings Mills, MD 21117-2136 
H-410.356.3459, nheathcote@bkma.com
Technical Chairman: Gary Ruby 
2332 Mt. Ventus Road #1, Manchester, MD 21102-1128, 
H-410.239.3492, C-410.299.3887, rubys55chevy@comcast.net
Publicity & Website Administrator: Harold ‘Buzz’ Diehl 6514 Ma-
plewood Road, Baltimore, MD 21212, H-410.377.5265,  
hdiehl60@hotmail.com
Sunshine/AACA Reporter:  Margaret Werneth
9701 Oak Summit Avenue, Parkville, MD 21234,
H-410.668.3749,  jfdesoto@aol.com
Historian: Position open: (Francis Werneth resigned the position.)       
Chesapeake Region Bulletin Editor: Bill Wurzell, 
8801 Bosley Road, Suite 104, Ellicott City, MD 21043, H-410.750.0056 
C-410.245.7164 54desotosedan@gmail.com
Refreshments: Nancy Mattheu, Coordinator
20600 York Road Parkton, MD. 21120 
H-410.357.8481 twirlingmemere@comcast.net
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 A Concise History Of AACA, 'In The Beginning'
IT BEGAN IN 1931...

 ''I started as a child'' quoted famed automotive 
enthusiast Dennis Gage a few years ago, when de-
scribing how his life as a certified ‘car nut” began. 
 We all had a beginning, and if you asked 
each of the worlds old car lovers (millions of 
them) how they stared, the answers would 
be similar in many ways. There is something 
about old cars that captures us and holds us 
firmly in their grip throughout life. Our en-
thusiasm ebbs and flows and is dependent on 
spare time, spare cash, work, other interests, 
and other distractions. Throughout all of it, 
clubs exist for us to join so we can share our 
common interests with others. They were all 
created from the same seeds - people sharing a 
common love affair with the automobile (and 
other forms of vintage transport). 
 As you read through our beginning, you’ll see 
yours, and that of your own region or chapter 
reflected in this history. It’s about people, shar-
ing their common love affair with old cars. 
 At some point in time, long before collecting 
cars was considered a “hobby” and long before 
there were clubs, there were a few individuals, 
fascinated with things mechanical (and elder-
ly) who saw the challenge of resurrecting long 
neglected pieces of our motoring heritage. A 
few individuals even began amassing hoards 
of cars, in an apparent attempt to save some 
of the many 'orphans' representing car compa-
nies’ no longer in business.
 As early as 1931, as the Philadelphia Au-
tomobile Trade Association readied itself for 
the unveiling of the new models at the annual 
Philadelphia Automobile Show, it was decid-
ed to invite early cars to drive under their own 
power to the exposition. The owners of several 
old cars were located and persuaded to crank 
them up .ind drive to what the trade associ-
ation billed as the First Antique Automobile 
Derby. This event was successful enough to 
warrant repeating in subsequent years. With 
each year’s derby, the number of cars partici-
pating increased. Under the guidance of Fred 
Nicholson who had been associated with very 
early automobile contests in the United States 
and abroad, the annual derbies became reli-
ability runs. Today, we commemorate those 
early efforts with our own version of the “Re-
liability Tour.” To participate, a car had to be 
25 years or older. Participants were required to 
drive from any point 25 miles from Philadel-
phia. At the time of starting, a telegram had 
to be sent announcing the starting time. Time 
checks and traffic tests were the basis for derby 
prices. In addition, there were manufacturers’ 
trophies, prizes for showing cars, and other 
awards in the form of cash - no small incentive 
during the years of the Great Depression.
 In January 1935, on a bitter cold day, the 
nearly frozen car owners sat before Conven-
tion Hall, talked about old cars, and shared 

Early 1900s Curved Dash Oldsmobile

some complaints about the derby organizers’ 
inattention to their request for additional 
prize money, and the general lack of recogni-
tion given to the participants. Two new par-
ticipants, Ted Fiala and Frank Abramson, sat 
in a turn of the century car that they had dis-
covered the previous year in a barn near what 
is now Philadelphia’s International Airport. 
The 1907 Waltham-Orient had not run in 25 
years, and they accepted the challenge of get-
ting it running again. In a short time, they had 
its single cylinder banging away and did what 
passed for a “restoration” in those days. Hear-
ing about the Antique Derby, they hastened to 
get in what they thought would be pure fun, as 
well as a chance to meet and talk with others 
enthused about old cars. 
 On September 20, 1935, having obtained names 
and addresses of previous event participants, Fia-
la, and Abramson fired off a letter to each derby 
contestant asking if they would be interested in 
forming a club to promote the hobby of antique 
car collecting and to achieve greater derby recog-
nition. Accompanying the letter were reply cards, 
and most were returned in agreement.
A second letter was sent October 28, 1935, re-
questing everyone to attend a meeting to be 
held at the Automobile Club of Philadelphia. 
The new 1936 automobiles were due to be in-
troduced in Philadelphia with the running of 

the Fifth Annual Antique Automobile Derby 
on November 11, and this time the car owners 
were going to be come organized. The agenda 
for the meeting was as follows: “organization 
of the club and discussion of the forthcom-
ing derby on November 11, 1935, including 
the question of better and more certain prize 
money.” The original fourteen founding mem-
bers and their cars were: 
F. Abramson, Philadelphia, Pa.,1907 Waltham-Orient.
Theodore Brooks, Wayne, Pa., 1913 Buick
John S. Eichorn, Philadelphia, Pa., 1914 Ford 
Earl S. Eckel, Washington, NJ., 1912 Stanley 
Theodore Fiala, Havertown, Pa., 1907 Waltham-Orient 
Joseph M. Kern, Media, Pa., 1909 Pierce-Arrow 
Clarence W. Letts, Glenside, Pa., 1902 Oldsmobile 
Paul Marvel, Lancaster, Pa., 1909 Jackson
Walter Matter, Hawley, Pa., 1910 Ford
Fred Parsons, Bryn Mawr, Pa., 1901 Winton
Anton Schuck, Stockton, NJ., 1905 Autocar
D. Spagnolia, Philadelphia, Pa., 1915 Buick
Noah Swatley, Soudertown, Pa., 1912 Overland
Joseph Williams, Franklinville, NJ., 1902 Oldsmobile

----
Part II Continued in February 2020 edition.

 Reprinted from: Antique Automobile Club of 
America--'AN INTRODUCTION.'
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