
      THE CHESAPEAKE BULLETIN  
        CIRCULATION MANAGER 
        6505 UPLAND RD.  
        FORK, MD 21051 
                              
                                                                                                            FIRST CLASS MAIL    

Flea M  
AACA

                                                                       
R

                                                                                  
                                                                               
 
                                                                   
                                                                        
                                                         

                                                      
                                                    

                                                       

Find more Chesapeake Region info. at
www.aaca.org/chesapeake 

A
  Holid  

M

V
Volu
Dre

                             

                                                                              
                                                                                       
 
      
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Gary
INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
nnual Banquet Report 

ay Food Drive Is A Success
ayor’s Christmas Parade 
2010 Annual Calendar 
isit The AACA Library  
nteer For The Flea Market 

am That Became A Reality 

 

THE CHES
VOLUME 50 – NUMBER 1         

 
    

 Wilmer’s 1962 Chevrolet Corvette at t
First Monthly Meeting of 2010 – Jan. 11th

arket 50/50 Raffle Tickets In The Mail – Feb. 1st  
 Annual Meeting – Philadelphia – Feb. 12th & 13th
                                         Renew Your Membership for 2010 – See Page 13

                             OUR 55TH YEA
APEAKE BULLETIN 
                      JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2010 

he Howard County Fair – Read about this car on page 10 



 

THE CHESAPEAKE BULLETIN                                                                                                                      JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2010 
 
 
 

By Gary Wilmer 
Having inherited a love for and interest 
in automobiles from my grandfather 
and father, I learned to identify cars as 
they cruised the streets of Baltimore in 
the late 1950s and early ’60s.  Like 
most teens, I dreamed of owning a 
Corvette.  However, for most it was just 
a dream.  I always liked the 1962 
Corvette, with its solid body color, 
compared to the ’61 and earlier model 
years with the contrasting color coves. 

Fast forward to 1991.  Walking the 
fields at the fall Hershey swap meet, I 
spotted a nice looking maroon 1962 
Corvette in the flea market 
area, not the car corral.  I 
don’t remember the name 
of the dealer, but he had six 
to eight cars on display.  I 
believe he was from the 
Midwest, quite possibly 
Wisconsin. 

I continued walking during 
the day, but I was thinking 
about that car.  I knew that 
I would love to have it, but 
I didn’t have that much 
money.  Where would I get 
it?  I called home and 
talked to my brother and mother, asking 
them if I could borrow the money.  My 
mother said yes, she would lend me the 
money.  Now I was really afraid.  
Should I or shouldn’t I?  I had never 
spent that much money on any car I had 
every owned. 

I went back to the dealer and discussed 
purchase details.  I looked the car over 
top to bottom, started it up (I didn’t 
drive the car in the flea market field) 
and negotiated a price.  I left a small 
deposit with a plan that I would come 
back to Hershey at the beginning of the 
next week and settle the deal before 
they headed home. 

I got a ride back to Hershey the early 
part of the next week as planned.  I had 
to drive the Corvette home in the dark, 
since we couldn’t get to Hershey until 
after I got off work.  That day it was 
raining heavily.  Driving down I-83 
with all of the trucks passing me, I was 
very  nervous  behind  the  wheel.   The 
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Corvettes of this era could be ordered 
with a convertible top, a solid lift-off 
top, or both.  When I bought my car, it 
only had the soft top.  I always liked the 
look of a hardtop, but finding a nice one 
for a reasonable price was not easy. 
However, about 1994, while walking 
around the Corvettes at Carlisle show, I 
spotted a decent looking top.  That year 
it was very dry and dusty and the top 
was covered with dust, but it appeared 

to be Honduras Maroon.  It 
was Sunday, the last day of 
the show, so I made them a 
low offer.  They accepted, 
probably because they 
didn’t want to carry it 
home. 

I folded my Corvette soft 
top and placed the hardtop 
on the car.  It was a nice fit 
and drastically changed the 
car’s appearance.  The best 
part of this story is when I 
washed and buffed out the 
hardtop, the color was a 

perfect match to my car.  All I did was 
replace a couple of brackets, clean it up 
and put it on.  It looks as nice as the rest 
of the car. 

Over the past nineteen years, I have 
been continually upgrading this car to 
get it in show condition.  The exhaust 
system was replaced, as was the entire 
brake system.  The car was detailed 
from top to bottom, and under the hood.  
I’ve gotten it almost to where I want it, 
but as most antique car owners know, 
they are never done.  I love this 
Corvette and probably will keep it until, 
at some point, I give it to Todd or 
Andrew. 

These early Corvettes are not a very 
practical car for a family of four, but 
periodically I will take it out for a spin 
early on a Saturday or Sunday by 
myself, top down, shifting gears around 
the back roads of Carroll County. 

The sales brochure is right-on about the 
car – it doesn’t get any better than this! 
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