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 Another Successful AACA Annual Meeting 'In The Books'
PHILADELPHIA, PA, FEBRUARY 6-9, 2020

 Mr. Gary Ruby and Chesapeake Region Pres-
ident, Mrs. Paula Ruby at the cocktail reception 
prior to the annual banquet and awards presen-
tation, Saturday evening February 8. Paula is also 
AACA Vice-President of North Eastern Regions.

By Bill Wurzell, Editor
The Chesapeake Bulletin

 The 2020 annual AACA meeting in Phila-
delphia was for me, the most pleasing of the 
five I have attended. First, the ride up and back 
was with my good friends and fellow mem-
bers of the 'DeSoto Owners club of Maryland', 
Jack and Cher Gallagher. 'The Gallaghers' are 
members of Surgarloaf Mountain Region and 
reside in Bethesda, Maryland.
 They were attending the meeting to receive 
the AACA National Joseph Parkin award for 
their exquisite, 1941 Packard convertible. I 
was attending to receive my fourth 'Master Ed-
itor' award. Harold 'Buzz' Diehl also received 
recognition from AACA for his fifth 'Master 
Webmaster' award. Unfortunately, due to pri-
or commitments, Buzz was unable to attend 
the annual meeting in Philadelphia. Howev-
er, Buzz was able to cover the annual Motor 
Trend Auto Show at the Baltimore Conven-
tion Center. Wait until you see the pictures he 
took. One of them is on this page!
 As I briefly mentioned in the February edi-
tion, I share the editor’s award with all the 
members of Chesapeake Region and especial-
ly the hard working officers and board mem-
bers who help see to it that we have plenty of 
'adventures' during the year. All the events 
we attend every year gives me plenty to write 
about. It never ceases to amaze me where Ac-
tivity Director, Phil Hack comes up with new 
and exciting venues to visit, and our members 
respond en-mass!
 Many members will recall last year we vis-
ited the Nicola Bulgari Center in Allentown, 
Pennsylvania. Phil Hack obtained permission 
for fifty or so members to visit during a week-
day when all the activity in the various shops 
was ongoing. The very next day, dozens of the 
same members attended the Mecum Auto 
Auction in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania! How 
many regions or chapters have ever pulled off 
that little trick? By the way, the Nicola Bulgari 
Center will be the venue for the AACA Grand 
National Awards, July 23-25, 2020.
 Getting back to the annual meeting, nation-
al officers and directors were 'imploring' those 
in attendance to redouble efforts to obtain 
new members. They also sought donations 
to 'close the gap' of $2,000,000 for the new 
AACA headquarters building adjacent to the 

giant Hershey Entertainment Complex where 
the Hershey Parts, Swap Meet and Car Cor-
ral is held each October. The officers want to 
move into the new building 'debt free.'
 Financially, the club is in excellent condi-

tion. Jack Harris, Vice President of Finance 
& Budget reported net income of nearly 
$4,000,000 including building fund donations. 
Mr. Harris reported that a decline in the mar-
ket in 2018 and a market recovery in 2019 
yielded a positive result.
 The officers are projecting that they will 
move into the new headquarters building 
in September of this year. Most of the in-
terior renovations have been completed, 
work on the exterior has begun. 
 The library and research center will have 
room  for growth into the next 50 years.
 Aside from awards during the meeting 

 Above, Charles Gillet’s 1931 Cadillac 355 A convertible. Just one of the vehicles displayed by our 
members in the Motor Trend 2020 International Auto Show at the Baltimore Convention Center. 
Mr. Gillet’s Cadillac is represented by member Gene Sauter.--Buzz Diehl photo 

 Join us for the Baltimore St. Patrick Pa-
rade, Sunday, March 15. Great fun and great 
crowd. Car decorations greatly encouraged. 
Outrageous costumes most welcome. Arrival 
time 12:30 pm, near Mount Vernon Place. Ex-
act location will be provided in advance. Ad-
vance sign-up required. Email Nick Prevas at 
highlandmd@yahoo.com. 

 Continue to page 6, 'Meeting'
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Photos From 2020 Motor Trend Auto Show

 MOVERS & SHAKERS: Left to Right: Phil Hack, Paul Lee, Tom Daw-
son, Al Zimmermann, Gene Sauter, Jim Turner, Darren Fox. Missing from 
photo are John Shenton, Sr., Louis Yeager, Leigh Brent, Les Robinson, Sam 
Demisse.--All Buzz Diehl photos

 Al Zimmermann’s 'flawless' 1934 Ford Cabriolet convertible.

 Louis Yeager’s 1962 Studebaker Hawk, two door hardtop.

 Looks like the guys have more room than they have cars!

 Tom Dawson’s rare 1967 Ford Thunderbird with center opening doors!

 Buzz Diehl captured a shot of the unique 'center opening doors' common-
ly known as 'suicide' doors. Manufacturers prefer the former.

 Louis Yeager also owns this all original 1958 Edsel Citation four door 
hardtop. A real barn find. The Citation model was top-of-the line in 1958. 
Although dirty with surface rust, this car appears to be completely intact.

 They’ve got plenty of Fords!
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 It doesn’t run either? Come on guys, PUSH!

More Buzz Diehl Photos From The Auto Show

 Paul Lee’s 1976 Mercedes-Benz 240D with over a half million miles!

 Les Robinson’s super clean, 1968 Ford Mustang Coupe.

 Jim Turner just acquired this 1950 Ford Custon sedan last year.

 Leigh Brent’s fabulous 1930 Packard 745 Phaeton convertible.

 Member Darren Fox’s 1948 Ford Super DeLuxe convertible. In the late 
1940s lots of young men 'lusted' after this car...many still do!

 Sam Demisse’s immaculate 1967 Volkswagen Beetle.

 We don’t know how many miles are on John Shenton, Sr., 1916 Ford 
'Huckster' Model T pickup, but we do know it's 104 years old! John pur-
chased the Model T, 60 years ago for $50! 
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The President’s Message
From Paula Ruby

Fondly, 

   Paula

Hello Chesapeake Members!

 Sixty-five years ago, a group of men had an idea of starting a Baltimore area club to have fun with their classic cars. 
And so, Chesapeake Region, AACA, a division of the National club in Hershey Pennsylvania, was founded. We have 
certainly grown over those 65 years, to the large club that we are now. As we begin year 2020, we will be celebrating the 
many accomplishments that Chesapeake Region has achieved over the years. Our AACA Region has grown by leaps and 
bounds. Our Club calendar for year 2020 is jam-packed with many events.
 We started the year with participation in the Motor Trend Auto Show at the Baltimore Convention Center. Many 
thanks to Phil Hack, Al Zimmermann and Tom Dawson for organizing the event. Thanks also to all the members who 
participated, by displaying their beautiful antique cars for the weekend. Unfortunately, I was not able to attend the show, 
because I was attending the National AACA Convention in Philadelphia, PA. The convention this year was a fantastic 

event and the weather was terrific for a change. Usually it is very cold in Philly, but the temperature 
was in the 50s for two days. I was asked to teach a seminar on membership development for the 
AACA Regions. The seminar was very well attended, with much discussion on innovative ways to 
build membership. Everyone received a copy of the Guide to Successful Membership Recruiting 
that has been established by AACA for use by Regions to help build their membership. At the 
National meeting on Saturday afternoon I was appointed to Vice President of the Northeastern 
Regions. It will be my responsibility to help those northeastern AACA Regions prosper and grow. I 
will also be serving on the Marketing Committee and the Membership Committee. It will certainly 
be a busy year. Above all my FIRST responsibility is to Chesapeake Region. As your President I will 
always make Chesapeake Region my top priority. I want to make our Region the best that it can be.
 Let me give you an update on the 65th Anniversary celebration. Darren Fox, one of our 
newest members, has produced an anniversary logo that you will be seeing on many Ches-

apeake Region items this year. It is a beautiful image. The graphic design is of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge span, 
together with the modern logo of National AACA. The blue sapphire background is symbolic of the traditional 
65th anniversary gemstone, and the Bay Bridge span symbolizes our bus trip to the Eastern Shore of Maryland, 
where we will enjoy a traditional all-you-can-eat crab feast during a 3-hour Choptank River riverboat excursion.
 Regarding the Eastern Shore anniversary event, we have contracted for two buses with Rill’s Bus Service. Current-
ly, we have the first bus filled, and more than half of the second bus. We will have 2 departure points for the buses: 
Westminster and Pikesville. Everyone registered will be preassigned and notified of their bus departure location. 
Once these two buses are filled, additional attendees will need to arrange their own personal transportation. The 
boat only holds 149 people, so do not wait to send your money to me. If you have any questions, please call me right 
away. This will be the biggest event that Chesapeake Region has ever held.
 My thanks to Jack Anderson, who has volunteered to be our Program Coordinator. Jack will arrange to periodically have 
speakers at our Membership meetings. The first speaker to be scheduled will be at our April meeting, which will start at 7:30 PM.
 The most important event of the year is upon us in March. The annual Collector Car Swap Meet will be 
held on Saturday, March 14th at the Howard County Fairgrounds. As always, I am requesting “ALL HANDS 
ON DECK.” Everyone’s help is needed on both Friday the 13th for setup and on Saturday the 14th, the day of 
the event. If you can only help for several hours that is fine, it will give someone else a chance to take a break. 
Please contact Vicky Wilmer who is still looking for donations of food and sweet treats. We will also take cash 
donations to buy what we need, if you don’t like to cook or bake. Remember this fund raiser helps to offset the 
cost of the Club events for the rest of the year. The more we raise, the more we can subsidize the cost to our 
members. As of this time, everyone has received six 50/50 tickets to either sell or purchase. Please return the 
ticket stubs with your check for $5.00 to me as soon as possible.
 In closing I look forward to 2020 and all the special events that are planned to honor our 65 years as an AACA 
Region. I hope you will participate in as many of these events as possible.
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NOTICE: Advertisements by members are free, subject to available space, if in the interest of the club and 
its members, i.e., antique (AACA defined) vehicles, parts, literature, memorabilia and automotive tools and 
equipment. Free ads run for one month and must contain the name of a member. Business ads cost $35 
annually for a nominal business card size space in TWELVE monthly issues. For ad submission or renewal, 
contact the Advertising Manager: GARY RUBY, 410.239.3492, rubys55chevy@comcast.net

Steven B. Morgan
Agent/Broker

Ridgebrook Insurance Group
909 Ridgebrook Road, Suite 116

Sparks, MD 21152
Auto, Home, Business, Life Insurance

443-595-3100 X131 800-218-0098
www.ridgebrookins.com

Jack Anderson
-Certified Vehicle Appraiser-
Auto Appraisals MD, LLC

222 Ritterslea Court
Owings Mills, MD 21117

 
(410) 363.7088 (home office)
(410) 916.4278 (cell phone)

jack@autoappraisalsmd.com
www.autoappraisalsmd.com

Pipe Creek Trading Company
Sales of antique and classic cars

Car Repairs
Appraisals

3559 Old Taneytown Rd.
Taneytown, Md 21787

Tel: 410-756-1500
Email: cars@verizon.net

8 Winter Ave 
Glen Rock, PA 17327
P: 717-428-1305
F: 717-235-4428

www.alprueittandsons@verizon.net

Driving Passion for Excellence

www.alprueittandsons@verizon.net

Complete Restoration 
of

Antique, Hot Rods
& Classic Vehicles

Howard Kelly, Jr.
717.630.0776

410.409.7384 Cell
jalopyjunior@comcast.net

The Annual Chesapeake Region 
Collector Car Swap Meet

& Car Corral
Saturday, March 14, 2020 

7:00 am until 3:00 pm

Howard County Fairgrounds
Route 144,West Friendship, MD 21794
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By Frank O’Donnell
King Of The Road Chapter, AACA

 When visitors to my garage see me work-
ing on one of my Oldsmobiles they all ask 
the same thing. “What got you started restor-
ing old cars?” Usually, I give them the stan-
dard reply about preserving automobiles so 
that older people can revisit their past and 
younger people can experience the styling 
of the past. You know, the story about how 
owners of old cars are just serving as the 
'caretakers' for future generations.
 But the truth is, this whole 'car thing' 
started a long time ago for me. As far back as 
I can remember, I was fascinated with how 
things worked. I loved to disassemble things 
that were broken to see if I could make them 
work again. I was a child born into a more 
mechanical time when you could actually 
take something apart and look inside to see 
what made it work.
 Back then, mechanical things you used 
the most every day could be repaired by you, 
or someone more qualified, not just thrown 
away and purchased again. It was a 'non-dis-
posable' time. The only item I remember be-
ing 'disposable' were the double-edged razor 
blades my father used to drop into a slot in-
side the back of the medicine cabinet in the 
bathroom. Words like 'spring', 'cord' or 're-
placement part' were used when you wanted 
to fix something yourself to keep it working. 
Almost everyone was a 'do it yourself ' guy 
back then. Automobiles were simpler and 
you could actually see the engine when you 
lifted the hood. Repairing your own car was 
something you could do yourself.
 It was a time when dirty diapers were saved 
in a cloth bag and a man in a uniform came 
by and exchanged them for a tightly-bound 
stack of clean diapers that smelled a whole lot 
nicer. Likewise, another man in a white suit 
and cap delivered fresh milk to your house in 
the morning twice a week and picked up the 
empty glass bottles you left in an insulated 
silver box outside the door.
 In the 50’s, your black and white television 
set kept you connected to what was happening 
in the rest of the world. My parents had been 
raised on radio...my generation, had sound 
AND picture, that is, if you were close enough 
to town to receive a clear signal and could get 
the rabbit ears adjusted just right.
 Ah, the TV. When your set was on the 'fritz' 
you didn’t just Google the location of your 
nearest recycling center and drive to Best Buy 
for a replacement. You grabbed the Yellow 
Pages and called for service. I can still remem-
ber the first time the TV repairman came to 
my house in his van. He carried a black suit-
case just like a doctor making a house call. 
Except his suitcase was jam-packed with test 
equipment, tools and replacement tubes. He 
turned the TV around backwards and took 

The TV Repairman Was My Hero!

off the dusty, pressed wood cover with all the 
rounds holes drilled in it. He pulled glass tubes 
out of the television and tested them with his 
equipment. He soldered in a new switch. He 
brought the TV back to life so I could watch 
re-runs of 'Sky King' and my Dad could watch 
the Friday night fights.
 He even allowed this little kid to look 
over his shoulder while he worked. I felt like 
Christopher Columbus discovering the New 
World! I was fascinated, transfixed. Now, I 
understood why there was light coming out 
the back of the TV set as well as the front! 
Fast forward a few months later to the next 
time our TV was not working. I came home 
from school, found my Dad’s screwdriver and 
took out the screws that held on the back cov-
er. I did exactly what I had seen the service-
man do a few months before. I removed all 

1950s Emerson, black & white console model TV

the tubes from the chassis, put them in a box 
and rode my bike to the local hardware store. 
That’s where they had the Westinghouse dis-
play with a light on the top, 'tube testing' con-
nectors in the middle and new tubes stored 
in the bottom. I would be the hero and fix the 
TV myself. Boy, would Dad be proud of me! 
I never stopped to think that two different 
tubes might have the same pin pattern, so we 
wound up calling the repairman anyway.
 So, that’s where it all started for me. Now 
I am the serviceman, with my own toolbox, 
my own test equipment and a computer 
armed with YouTube videos to reference in 
case I get stuck. I lift the hood, or open the 
door, and see if I can make it work again. 
Just like that TV repairman.
 Frank O’Donnell fox1ovescars(comcast.net)

 Open back of a 1950s black & white TV set. It took 
a trained repairman to fix vacuum tube TV sets.

another important happening is election of 
new officers for the coming year.
 Outgoing 2019 President, Mel Carson gave 
a thoughtful and uplifting departing speech. 
President Carson guided the club through some 
potentially treacherous waters during his term.
 The incoming President for 2020 is Mr. 
James Elliott of Pennsylvania; originally from 
Ohio. President Elliott also gave a great speech 
to the many members in attendance at the 
membership meeting Saturday afternoon.
 You could tell Jim Elliott is a practicing at-
torney and is use to public speaking. His ad-
dress was complete with a couple funny sto-
ries, his early life in Ohio and his early and 
deep involvement with old cars. He is still an 
avid collector since his early teen years when 
he purchased his first car, a 1938 Buick. It was 
onward and upward from that point.
 President Elliott also spoke at great length 
about the importance of the new headquarters 
building in Hershey. Also, the importance of 
attracting new members to the club and ‘keep-
ing them in the fold.' New members and espe-
cially youthful new members can be transfor-
mative to any club or organization. The club 
appreciates members of all ages.
 President Elliott also spoke of the forthcom-
ing relocation of the AACA Research Center 
and Library. When the move is made later this 
year into the new building, the AACA library 
will become the largest repository of automo-
tive information in the WORLD! This is an 
awesome responsibility for the officers, em-
ployees and members of AACA. It is easy to 
envision people from all over the world coming 
to the Library and Research Center to obtain 
information to bolster the information they 
might already have for important books and 
papers related to automotive history from the 
late 1800s to the current year, a year when elec-
tric vehicles are beginning to find a place in the 
great automotive tapestry in which the Antique 
Automobile Club of America is very involved.

 Continued from page 1, ‘Meeting’



By Tom Dawson 
Chesapeake Region Secretary

 I’m betting that most 1960 Chevrolet four 
door sedans were destined for family trans-
portation whether entry level Biscaynes, mid-
level Bel Airs or top end Impalas. I’m also bet-
ting that most were used up and thrown away, 
especially Biscaynes and Bel Airs.
 I am the caretaker of such a car, a true fam-
ily car since this one has been in my family 
for six decades now. My brother’s father-in-
law, Mr. Gilbert Flowers, went down to Jerry’s 
Govans Chevrolet and traded in his 1956 four 
door Bel Air on a new Tuxedo black 1960 four 
door Bel Air sedan. I suspect that he ordered 
the car rather than taking one off the lot as the 
car is equipped with an odd list of options. 
straight six cylinder, three speed manual, col-
umn shift, dressed with full wheel covers and 
white wall tires, Mr. Flowers even had the 
tires microsiped for extended wear, when was 
the last time you heard that? Chrome rocker 
molding. He ordered power steering but no 
power brakes, a monaural AM radio with rear 
antenna, added a clock, then had the dealer 
add back up lamps and a trunk light! So, I 
doubt a dealer would order a car so equipped 
for his lot or show room.
 Mr. Flowers passed away in 1975. During 
those fifteen years of ownership, he took me-
ticulous mechanical care and drove the car 
a scant 22,000 miles. Mrs. Flowers never ac-
quired a driver’s license, however she dutifully 
accompanied her husband, usually dressed to 
the 'nines', and standing at an even five feet 
tall, wore spike high heels everywhere they 
went. The Bel Air, equipped with a combina-
tion of rubber floor mats with carpet attached, 
covering the transmission tunnel, took a 
beating from those high heels. Try to find a 
replacement for that floor covering! Another 
unfortunate aspect of the Bel Air’s young life 
was the fact that the Flowers lived in Tow-
son, Maryland where the car sat under some 
mighty oaks for its first 15 years. Not ideal for 
a Tuxedo black car!
 Because Mrs. Flowers had no desire to learn 
to drive, the car was passed on to their only 
child, my then sister-in-law, Pat Dawson. The 
Bel Air was brought to her and my brother’s 
home in Monkton, Maryland, where it again 
languished, untagged, under those mighty 
oaks. Not being into old cars, there was little 
interest in the old Bel Air.
 Another couple of years went by when my 
father took an interest in the car. He had pur-
chased a 1960 Parkwood station wagon for my 
mother, also new from Jerry’s Govans Chev-
rolet, same trim level as the Bel Air, also in 
Tuxedo black. My sister-in-law had no desire 
to keep the car and my brother just wanted it 
out of his way; so it was a fairly quick and easy 
negotiation. The deal was made and although 
the car drove like a new one, a repaint was a 

 Tom Dawson’s Overachiving 1960 Chevrolet Bel Air Four-Door Sedan
EQUIPPED NOT STRIPPED!
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necessity, so off it went to Gordon’s Body Shop 
in Stewartstown, Pa. I can’t remember how 
long it was in the shop, but I do remember I 
was excited about it. I took my driver’s license 
test in our Parkwood wagon. I also remember 
Dad sending the car back to the body shop 
a couple of times because he wasn’t satisfied 
with the paint job, Dad was a pretty tough 
customer. Finally, the paint job met with Dad’s 

approval and was delivered to its new home, 
our farm in White Hall, Maryland. I was ec-
static! Remember the black 1960 Parkwood 
wagon? After Mom was finished with it, my 
older sister bought it and drove it for sever-
al years after which I bought it from her for 
$100.00 and used it like a pick-up truck until 
the Powerglide went out. 'Lord, if I could only 

 After the 1959 model, Chevrolet designers dialed it back a notch. The cat eyes tail lights were gone, 
and a return to the symmetrical triple circle tail lights on the Impala. The 'bat wing' rear was notice-
ably less dramatic. Growing from nearly 60,000 Bel Airs built in 1950, to more than 490,000, 1960 
units were sold at a starting price of $2,590, making it America’s No. 1 seller!--Tom Dawson photos

 The Dawson’s 1960 Chevrolet Bel Air sedan is a 'no nonsense' sedan that will seat SIX adults 
comfortably and carry enough luggage for two people for a month!

 Continue to page 9, 'Bel Air'...

 This 1960 Chevrolet Bel Air is powered by an overhead valve 235 cubic inch, inline six cylinder  
motor that outputs 135 horsepower. A handful of V8 engines were optional. 



Chesapeake Reg ion Activ ities  For 2019
DATE   DAY     TIME   EVENT    LOCATION
    MARCH
1    Sun      7-2   Hamburg Swap Meet   Hamburg, PA
7    Sat      Morning   Kent Island Cruisers All Club Breakfast  Chester, MD
9    Mon     7:00 PM  General Membership Meeting  Divinity Lutheran Church, Towson, MD
14   Sat      7-3   CRAACA Collector Car Swap Meet  Howard County Fairgrounds
15   Sun      12:30 PM  St. Patrick’s Day Parade   Mt. Vernon Place, Baltimore, M
27-28   Fri-Sat     8 AM-3 PM AACA Sugarloaf Region Swap Meet   Carrol County Ag Center, Westminster, MD
22   Sun      8 AM-3PM AACA  South Jersey Swap Meet  Woodston, NJ 
    APRIL 
2-4   Thur-Sat    Daily  AACA Southeastern Spring Nationals  Charlotte, NC
10-19  Fri-Sun     Daily  New York Auto Show   New York City, NY
11    Sat      8-4   Cecil County Drags, Swap, Show  Cecil County Dragway        
13    Mon      7:30 PM  General Membership Meeting  Divinity Lutheran Church, Towson, MD
18    Sat      8:30 AM  Romancing The Chrome   Jarrettesville, MD
18    Sat        8-4   Custom/Classic Car Educational Cruise  Harford Winery, Forest Hill, MD 
18    Sat       10-3   Port Deposit VFW Show   Port Deposit, MD 
19    Sun       8-2 PM  AACA Brandywine Region Swap Meet  Landenburg, PA
22    Wed      8:30-3:30  J. Crist Museum Tour   Manchester, PA
22-26  Wed-Sun    Daily  Spring Carlisle    Carlisle, PA
TBD  Sat       ?   Scott Shearer Garage Tour   Clarksville, MD
26    Sat      9-2   Treasured Motorcars Open House  New Freedom, PA
27    Sun       8-2   Chesapeake Classic Club Show  Easton, MD
    MAY
2     Sat      8-5   Jalopyrama Hot Rod Show Community Center Talbot County Maryland
2     Sat      9-1   Kent Island Cruisers Show Wester Tire  Stevensville, MD
7-9  Thu-Sat      Daily   AACA Spring Nationals   Auburn, IN
11    Mon      7:30 PM  General Membership Meeting  Divinity Lutheran Church, Towson, MD
13-16  Wed-Sat    Daily   VCCA Bay Country Tour   West Virginia
13-16  Wed-Sat    Daily   AACA Eastern Divisional Tour   Eastern Shore, Maryland
14-17  Thu-Sun    Daily   Cruisin’ Ocean City    Ocean Ciity, Maryland
15-17  Fri-Sun     Daily   Carlisle Import & Performance Nationals Carlisle, PA
 31    Sun       Daily   Sunshine Grille Collector Car Show  Fork, MD

           ITEMS IN RED DENOTE CHESAPEAKE REGION OR PROMOTED EVENT 
Fourth Fridays    Amish Market Cruise-In   Shrewsbury, PA
Saturday Evenings    Lost in the 50s Cruise-In Harundale Mall Glen Burnie, MD   
Saturday Mornings  8:30-10:30 AM Hunt Valley Cars and Coffee   Towne Center, Hunt Valley, MD 
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By Dr. Vatsal G. Thakker
Originally published in the New York Times, March 23, 2019

 Technology meant to save us from distraction is making us less attentive. I 
was backing my wife's car out of our driveway when I realized I wasn’t watching 
the backup camera, nor was I looking out of the rear window. I was only listen-
ing for those 'audible proximity alerts', the high-pitched beeps that my car emits 
as I approach an object while in reverse. The problem was that my wife’s car, 
an older model, doesn’t have 'back up warning feature.'
 I had become so reliant on this technology that I had stopped paying attention, a 
problem with potentially dangerous consequences. Backup cameras, mandatory on 
all new cars as of last year, are intended to prevent accidents. Between 2008 and 
2011, the percentage of new cars sold with backup cameras doubled.  The backup 
fatality rate declined by less than a third while backup injuries dropped only 8 percent.
  Perhaps one reason is, as a report from the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration put it, ''Many drivers are not aware of the limitations'' of the tech-
nology. The report also found that one in five drivers were just like me, they had 
become so reliant on the backup aids that they had experienced a collision or 
near miss while driving other vehicles.
 Technology seems to have turned against us once again in the deadly crashes of 
two Boeing 737 Max 8 aircraft. In October, pilots on Lion Air Flight 610 in Indonesia 
seem to have struggled against the plane’s supposedly lifesaving technology. Inves-
tigators suspect that sensors incorrectly interpreted the plane’s ascent as too steep, 
causing the plane’s 'maneuvering characteristics augmentation system' to kick in. It 
brought the plane’s nose down, ultimately into the Java Sea at 450 miles per hour.
  Boeing had begun to develop a software fix, but it wasn’t ready in time for Ethiopian 

Airlines Flight 302, which  crashed, possibly because of the same issue, killing all 157 
people on board. In these cases, no one can criticize the pilots for failing to pay atten-
tion. Still, the crashes were a wake-up call, especially because pilots weren’t required 
to be trained on the new technology.
 Though a supercomputer will always surpass the human brain in terms of pure 
speed, the brain is beyond complex in its ability to prioritize salient data inputs 
from multiple sources. If one input becomes less relevant, our cognitive systems 
shift their attention to the next most relevant one, which these days is usually our 
mobile devices. However, there is one feature available on some cars today that 
can increase a driver’s vigilance instead of diminishing it: The manual transmission.
 A vehicle with a stick shift and clutch pedal requires the use of all four limbs, 
making it difficult to use a cell phone or eat while driving. Lapses in attention are 
therefore rare, especially in city driving where a driver might shift gears a hun-
dred times during a trip to the grocery store.
  I’ve owned a manual transmission vehicle for the last 20 years. I bought my first 
one upon graduating from medical school. It’s a used 1994 BMW 325i. Years later, 
my best man wrote 'just married' on the rear window, and the next year my wife and I 
drove our newborn son home from the hospital in the car.
 Sales of manual transmissions are falling, and many automakers, including Audi, are 
discontinuing the option in the United States. It appears that I’ll have to keep my 2013 
S4 model until 2026, if I want to teach my kids to drive a stick.

----
 Reprinted with permission, Vatsal G. Thakkar, MD, is a board certified psy-
chiatrist practicing in Westport, Connecticut. He is Clinical Assistant Professor of 
Psychiatry at New York University School of Medicine.

Forget Self-Driving Cars, Bring Back 'The Stick Shift!'
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Chesapeake Region Antique Automobile Club of America, Monthly Membership meeting minutes, February 10, 2020

 Respectfully submitted,

   
  Tom Dawson, Secretary

  Continued from page 7, 'Bel Air'...
get it back!' So, these two vehicles were back together, if only for a short 
while. Fast forward several years and my father was having a tough 
summer with some pretty serious health issues. I was splitting my time 
between my job as a contractor and doing my best to keep up with the 
hay and alfalfa crops. When that never-ending summer was finally over, 
Dad was recuperating nicely, and much to my surprise, I was generously 
rewarded with the title to the Bel Air! That was at the end of the summer 
of 1989. Thirty plus years of enjoyment from a survivor four door 'bread 
and butter' Chevy, the 'heartbeat of America.' The current mileage on 
the car is just over 43,500!
 We will never forget the time the old Bel Air was a 30-second star in 
Barry Levinson’s movie, 'That Night.' Also, the many brides and their 
fathers that have been transported to weddings and receptions in our 
1960 Chevrolet Bel Air sedan!

 The monthly meeting of the Chesapeake Region of the AACA, 
(CRAACA or Club), was held on February 10, 2020 at the Divinity Lu-
theran Church in Towson, Md. There were 32 members in attendance. 
Welcome: President Paula Ruby - President Ruby thanked everyone for 
coming out on such a miserable rainy night. She then welcomed for-
mer member John Gambo back into the fold. President Paula asked Bill 
Wurzell to come forward and accept his 'Master Editor’s Award.' Buzz 
Diehl was then asked to come forward to accept his, what was thought 
to be a certificate of accomplishment but turned out to be his 'Master 

Webmaster Award.' Congratulations to both Bill 
and Buzz. The Club would be lost without you 
both!
Secretary’s Report: Tom Dawson - Tom read 
the minutes from the January Board Meeting. A 
motion to approve the minutes as read was made 
by Mark Stershic and seconded by Trip Franklin. 
The motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Jack Treadwell - Jack is out of 
town on vacation. President Paula gave a detailed 

account of the Club’s finances and asked that the report be approved. 
Such a motion was made by Anne Marie Ramsburg and seconded by 
John Horn. The motion passed and the report will be held for audit. 
Vice President’s Report: Al Zimmermann - Al gave a brief accounting 
of the just concluded Motor Trend Show, The Club members displayed 
12 cars and were very well received by the public and other than a cou-
ple of minor glitches was a great success.
Membership/Facebook Report: Vicky Wilmer - Vicky has been dili-
gently pursuing members who have not yet renewed. As of this meeting 
the Club membership stands at 349 adults. Student and junior mem-
bership numbers will be reflected in next month’s report. A motion 
was made by Gary Ruby and seconded by Tom Young, to approve new 
member applicants, Steve and Anne Ambrosich. The motion passed 
unanimously. Welcome Steve and Anne! The Ambrosichs are the own-
ers of a couple of Chevys, a Ford, a couple of Willys and a Berkeley. 
Our kind of guy! A face book blast was initiated just prior to the Club’s 
display at the Motor Trend Show.
Activities Report: Phil Hack - Phil reports that due to scheduling con-
flicts in the Fall, the Sunshine Grill Show and lunch will be held on May 
31st. Phil has arranged a new event for April 22, starting with breakfast 
at the Shrewsbury Cracker Barrel at 8:30 A.M., a driving tour to Man-
chester, Pa. by 11:00, and a guided tour by Mr. Jay Crist of his amazing 
collection of 'stand and drive' Divco milk trucks as well as his beautiful 
automobile collection, followed by lunch at the Manchester Café. Sev-
eral possible dates will be mutually discussed with Scott Shearer for an-
other Club visit to his fabulous property and collection. Phil then went 
over several upcoming events sponsored by CRAACA and other local 
organizations. President Paula gave a brief update on our 65th Anniver-
sary Celebration coming on July 15th. The first bus is filled and we’re 
working on the second! If we have enough people sign up we can have 
the whole boat to ourselves! With the release to the 'Ford versus Ferrari' 
movie, President Paula is looking into hosting a 'drive-in' movie night 
sometime this summer.
Technical Report: Gary Ruby - No report.
Chief Judge’s Report: Norm Heathcote - No Report,
Bulletin Report: Bill Wurzell - Bill gave a brief accounting of his at-
tendance at the Annual Convention in Philadelphia. Bill states that the 
new building is to be ready for occupancy by sometime in September. 
He also says he has plenty of copy and pictures for now.
Publicity/Web Site Report: Buzz Diehl - Buzz has been busy photo-
graphing the Club’s display at the Motor Trend Show, drafting flyers for 
the Jay Crist Tour and working with Vicky on the membership data-
base. Buzz is also putting together and updating a vehicle roster in time 
for the 65th Anniversary Cruise.
Director’s Reports: Gary Wilmer and Tom Young - Both directors are 
heavily involved in the fast approaching Flea Market and Swap Meet. 

Tom reports that we are close to being sold out of vendor spaces. Gary 
went over his logistical needs for help in laying out the vendor field. 
Vicky is looking for more food donations and Al has his parking crew 
lined up. All in all, we look to be in good shape. Pray for good and mild 
weather!
Sunshine Report: Margaret Werneth - President Paula reports that 
Margaret sent a get well card to Ron King.
Old Business: - Nick Prevas took a show of hands for intended partic-
ipation in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade on March 151h.
New Business: - President Paula gave a synopsis of goings on at the 
Annual AACA Convention in Philadelphia this past weekend. Paula 
is now the Northeastern Division Director. Her duties are to aid strug-
gling regions and her territory consists of Maine to Florida. President 
Paula announced that Andrew Wilmer received an AACA Scholarship. 
Congratulations Andrew! She went on to report that there were quite a 
few donation solicitations as well as some serious donation responses 
aimed at paying for the building renovations. We saw a rendition of the 
very attractive Club logo created by new member, Darren Fox. Well 
done Darren! Two changes to our by-laws were voted on by the mem-
bership. First, any new member that joins after September 1st of the 
current year will receive their “free” membership through the next full 
year. Motion to approve by Trip Franklin, seconded by Les Robinson. 
The motion passed. Second, there will be no dues charged to student or 
junior members. Motion to approve by Michelle Miller, seconded by 
Mark Stershic. The motion passed.
Refreshment Coordinator: Nancy Mattheu - Tonight’s refreshments 
were provided by Michelle and Chip Miller as well as JoAnne Day. 
Thank you all!
50/50 Raffle: JoAnne Day - Trip Franklin pulled the winning number 
which belonged to Michelle Miller. Michelle generously donated her 
winnings to the AACA Building Fun. The Club thanks you!
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Dar-
ren Fox and seconded by Ruth Synodinos. The meeting was adjourned 
at 8:40 p.m..



President: Paula Ruby
2332 Mt. Ventus Road #1, Manchester, MD 21102-1128, 
H-410.239.3492, C-410.627.1642 paulaspackard@hotmail.com
Vice President: Al Zimmermann
12887 Eagles View Road, Phoenix, MD 21131 
H-410.560.0237, C-443.470.0637 zimmco1@comcast.net
Secretary: Thomas R. Dawson 
1920 Gibson Road, White Hall, MD 21161 H-410.688.8358 (cell) 
tomdawson315@gmail.com
Treasurer: Jack Treadwell 
 2034 Freeland Road, Freeland, MD 21053, H-410.925.7024, 
jetreadwell@comcast.net
Membership Chairman: Vicky Wilmer
52 North Houcksville Road, Hampstead, MD 21074, C-443.340.7703
wilmervicky@gmail.com
Director at Large: Gary Wilmer 
52 North Houcksville Road, Hampstead, MD 21074, C-443.340.7690, 
wilmervicky@gmail.com
Director at Large: Tom Young
613 McHenry Road, Baltimore, MD 21208, H-410.653.3108, 
tbirdtoms60@verizon.net
Activities Chairman: Philip Hack
1125 Greenway Road, Cockeysville, MD  21030
H-410.292.3656, Phack126@gmail.com

 Elected & Appointed Officers For 2020
Elected positions make up the Executive Board of the Club with full voting rights:

SUNSHINE REPORT:

MARCH MEETING:
Monday March 9, 2020 at 7:00 pm

DIVINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1220 Providence Road 

Towson, MD 21286
Approximately one mile north of  I-695 

on Providence Road in Towson

Like us on Facebook @ Chesapeake Region AACA
SOCIAL MEDIA       

CARS FOR SALE

The Annual Chesapeake Region 
Collector Car Swap Meet

& Car Corral
Saturday, March 14, 2020 

7:00 am until 3:00 pm

Howard County Fairgrounds
Route 144,West Friendship, MD 21794

 The Chesapeake Bulletin is published monthly and is the official 
newsletter of the Chesapeake Region AACA. Articles and comments 
are welcome and should be sent to the editor, Bill Wurzell at: 54deso-
tosedan@gmail.com, telephone: 410.750.0056 by the 15th of the month 
for inclusion in the current month’s edition. All ads must be submitted to 
Advertising Manager, Gary Ruby at: rubys55chevy@comcast.net, tele-
phone: 410.239.3492. If you have not received your copy of the Bulletin, 
contact the editor or any club officer.
 Event photos courtesy of Harold and Barb Diehl, Paula and Gary Ruby; 
Philip Hack, and Bill Wurzell; proofreaders: Harold Diehl and Lynn Horn.
  Reprinting of articles and photos is permitted provided due credit is 
given to this publication, the author and photographer.

THE CHESAPEAKE BULLETIN              PAGE 10                MARCH 2020  

By: Margaret Werneth

  I sent a get well card to Ronald 
King--Margaret

~~MARYLAND LICENSE PLATE COLLECTION~~
Most plates are restored, call us with what you need!

GARY: 410.239.3492

AUTOMOTIVE ITEMS FOR SALE

Chief Judge: Norman Heathcote 
305 Gwynnbrook Avenue, Owings Mills, MD 21117
H-410.356.3459, cell: 410.227.2040, email: vvomllc@hotmail.com
Technical Chairman: Gary Ruby 
2332 Mt. Ventus Road #1, Manchester, MD 21102-1128, 
H-410.239.3492, C-410.299.3887, rubys55chevy@comcast.net
Publicity & Website Administrator: Harold ‘Buzz’ Diehl 6514 Ma-
plewood Road, Baltimore, MD 21212, H-410.377.5265,  
hdiehl60@hotmail.com
Sunshine/AACA Reporter:  Margaret Werneth
9701 Oak Summit Avenue, Parkville, MD 21234,
H-410.668.3749,  jfdesoto@aol.com
Historian: Position open: (Francis Werneth resigned the position.)       
Chesapeake Region Bulletin Editor: Bill Wurzell, 
8801 Bosley Road, Suite 104, Ellicott City, MD 21043, H-410.750.0056 
C-410.245.7164 54desotosedan@gmail.com
Refreshments: Nancy Mattheu, Coordinator
20600 York Road Parkton, MD. 21120 
H-410.357.8481 twirlingmemere@comcast.net

 1955 DeSOTO FOUR DOOR SEDAN, WITH 291 c.i. HEMI-
V8--Two speed  Powerflite  transmission,  factory  air  conditioning.  Garage 
kept in Columbia, Maryland. Hasn’t run since 1980, 61k miles, rust free, needs 
tires. Black over blue exterior. Can be seen in the movie 'Fist.' Will accept 
$4,500. Call 'George' at: 301.596.4945. Lead from John Shenton, Sr.

 VEHICLE CAR COVER FOR PICKUP, SUV, VAN OR WAG-
ON-California Car Cover, 'Noah' high quality weatherproof materi-
al. Covers pickup cab/bed with camper cap installed. Length 18 
ft., width, 6.5 ft. Will fit most pickups, SUVs, vans, and wagons 
with these dimensions. Good condition, used sparingly. Email for 
photos, asking $75. Call Nick Prevas at: 410.531.3745. Email: 
highlandmd@yahoo.com 
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We need help with food for our food con-
cessions.  We need people to make soups (ham & 
bean, vegetable, chicken noodle and chili), BBQ, 
and homemade sweet treats (brownies, donuts, 
pies, cookies, cake, rice crispie treats).  
 We need help on Friday, March 13th laying 
out the field at Howard County Fairgrounds 
beginning at 9 am until 2 pm. On Saturday, 
March 14th we need help from 5 am until 3 
pm.  Come out and give us an hour or two, 
parking cars, getting vendors in their spots, 
helping at the food concession, selling raffle 
tickets, or helping to clean up. Please contact 
Vicky Wilmer (wilmervicky@gmail.com or 
443-340-7703) or Paula Ruby (410-239-3492.)

Our Collector Car Swap Meet Is, Saturday 
March 14th, There Is A Lot Of Work To Do, 
Many Hands Make The Work Lighter!

 More Photos From The AACA Meeting

 AACA has a 'trade show' at the Meeting in Philadelphia where ven-
dors show their wares and give away many neat trinkets such as gro-
cery bags, pens, chip clips and other items. There is also a handful of 
vehicles on the floor at the 'Trade Show.' This year was no exception 
and one of the most interesting was this gorgeous 1957 Oldsmobile 
Super 88 two-door hardtop.  
 This pretty car sported a very large displacement motor, most likely a 
371 c.i.d., with the 'J2' option: three, 2-barrel carburetors, similar to Pontiac 
Division’s 'Tri-Power.' Under the hood, the Rocket V8 increased in displace-
ment to 371 cubic inches and 277 horsepower under a black painted 'bat 
wing' air cleaner on the car pictured above. I found a photo on the internet 
that showed the 'J2' option, but with a round air cleaner. The motor block 
was painted gold. At first I thought it was 2-four barrel carburetors, but its 
doubtful if they would offer 3-deuces and a 2-four barrel option.
  The only badging on the car was an '88' underneath each taillight. The 
engine in the Super 88 sure looked like a factory engine installation. If any 
member is familiar with this engine package, kindly enlighten me please!
--Bill Wurzell--54desotosedan@gmail.com

  My friends, Jack and Cher Gallagher receive the Joseph Parkin Award 
for their 1941 Packard Six convertible. The award is presented by 2019 
AACA President Mel Carson. The picture below is rear projected on two 
large screens during the presentation of each award.--Bill Wurzell



First Class Postage

RETURN TO EDITOR:
8801 Bosley Road, Suite 104
Ellicott City, MD 21043

 www.chesapeakeaaca.org/

OUR 65th YEAR!

2019

2019 Master
 Editor

Like us on Facebook@Chesapeake Region AACA


