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 During these recent days of self-im-
posed isolation from the outside world, I 
spent a few hours watching various televi-
sion series on Netflix and Amazon Prime 
and watching some classic movies on  
Turner Classic Movies, (TCM) and Amer-
ican Movie Classics (AMC).
 When I watch them, however, I can’t avoid 
thinking about all that goes on behind the 
scenes of these productions—to bring those 
several hours of enjoyment into our lives. 
That’s because in year 1991 I witnessed the 
making of the movie 'That Night', literally 
from the front yard of my childhood home on 
Adana Road in Sudbrook Park in our Pikes-
ville, Maryland, neighborhood. 
 The small, well-built brick houses there were 
constructed in 1940, and my parents were among 
the original owners. I was living elsewhere in 1991, 
but my mother still resided at our house. She was 
fascinated with the movie filming and socialized 
with many of the crew members and cast. Addi-
tionally, she documented with her camera much of 
the extensive day to day preparations. Some of her 
many photographs are featured in this article.
 So what does this have to do with Chesapeake 
Region? It’s because the movie was set in the 
time period of 1961, the main characters were 
portraying people of our own generation, and 
the Adana Road movie location was just teeming 
with period-correct antique cars. It was quite a 
surreal sight—”like déjà vu all over again” to use 
an often-used quote attributed to Yogi Berra.
 Before proceeding with the movie project, 
the producers required written agreement 

and cooperation from each of the Adana 
Road neighbors that would be affected, since 
their lives would be disrupted to varying de-
grees over the next several months. Financial 
compensation was negotiated. Once the legal 
work was completed, multiple contractors de-
scended upon the neighborhood to remodel 
exteriors and interiors of several houses, land-
scape many front lawns, repave a deteriorat-
ed driveway, install some fake street fixtures 
(fire hydrant, utility poles, and wiring), build 
a fake Cold-War basement bomb shelter in 
one of the houses (although it never made it 
into the film), place accent lighting fixtures to 
illuminate backgrounds for filming nighttime 
scenes, and to gather all sorts of typical 1961 
era accessories, such as lawn globes, house 
fans, lawn chairs, bicycles, baby carriages, 
children’s wagons, and pedal cars. Each was 
carefully set in place by the production staff 
for the appropriate effect.
 With all actors assigned to be residents 
of specific houses on the street, and with 
all props in place, it was time to bring in 
the cars, apparently on loan from some 
area car collectors. An antique car was 

placed onto most driveways to be visible 
in the various filmed scenes. An antique 
Good Humor truck was nearby awaiting 
its planned starring role.
 Two primary residences were featured in 
the movie, the homes of the two main fe-
male movie characters: 17-year-old Sheryl 
(played by Juliette Lewis) and 10-year old 
Alice (played by Eliza Dushku), Sheryl’s 
neighbor directly across the street. Sheryl’s 
family owned a red 1958 DeSoto Firedome 
two-door hardtop and Alice’s family a yellow 
1958 Buick Caballero Wagon. In the drive-
way of my mother’s house, adjacent to Sher-
yl’s residence, was parked a magnificent blue 
1958 Edsel Roundup Station Wagon.
 Juliette Lewis was already an established 
actress and had just finished filming the 
frightening movie Cape Fear with Rob-
ert DeNiro, Robert Mitchum and Gregory 
Peck. Eliza Dushku was making her movie 
debut, but went on to later star in television 
shows such as Buffy the Vampire Slayer and 
films such as True Lies, Bye Bye Love, and 
her own frightening movie, Wrong Turn.

 Eliza Dushku plays Alice Bloom, a ten year 
old going on 20. She wants to be like Sheryl.

 This 1958 Edsel station wagon was parked in 
my family's driveway for the movie.

 Above is the 1958 DeSoto Firedome that Ju-
liette Lewis’ character, 'Sheryl' tooled around.

 The '51 Mercury convertible that belong to bad-
boy suitor, 'Rick', played by C. Thomas Howell.

 Amelia Island Concours Winner!

 Chesapeake Region members Frank and Chris-
tine Salemi win at 2020 Amelia Island Concours 
d'Elegance event .--Frank’s story on page 8!



THE CHESAPEAKE BULLETIN              PAGE 2                MAY 2020

 The Chesapeake Region was very gracious and provided financial sup-
port to Elizabeth in earning her Girl Scout Silver Award.  The financial 
donation was much appreciated and was used to help purchase makeup 
products to organize 'Glam Bags' for pre-teen and teenage residents of the 
Ronald McDonald House in Baltimore, Md., and Hershey, Pa. 
 Elizabeth organized a seamless event for 50 attendees which in-
cluded an educational session to learn about Ehlers-Danlos Syn-
drome, a session to learn a dance routine which choreography was 
prepared to mimick the limitations of someone with Ehlers-Danlos 
Syndrome and finally a 'Glam Bag' station where the attendees put 
together makeup bags and wrote cards to the residents of the Ron-
ald McDonald Houses.  Following the event, Elizabeth personally 
delivered 25 completed bags to the facility in Hershey, Pa., and 25 
completed bags to the facility in Baltimore.
 The donations were greatly appreciated by both facilities.  In fact, at a 
return visit to the facility in Baltimore to prepare a meal with some friends, 
Elizabeth was remembered and commended by the staff at the Baltimore 
facility for being 'that girl' who remembered the teenage residents.  
 Thank you to all The Chesapeake Region members for supporting 
your student members.  Elizabeth successfully was awarded with her 
Silver Award, the highest ranking award a girl of her age can earn in the 
Girl Scouts of America Organization.  

Special Thank You from Student  Member, Elizabeth Bodvin

 Elizabeth above with a donation 
to Ronald McDonald house.

 Elizabeth with empty Glam Bags 
that will be filled with makeup items.

 From the editor's desk...
 In last month’s Chesapeake Bulletin I reported receiving dozens of old bulletins 
from Helen Gordon. The most recent Bulletin I reviewed is from November of 
1996. Remember, these are not in any particular order.
 The November 1996 edition has a nice looking 1954 Chevrolet 210 sedan on 
the front cover, owned by Minnie May Lee. The 1954 Chevrolet was always one 
of my favorites. I think it goes back to my youth when a very nice neighbor had 
a 1954 Chevrolet Bel Air two door hardtop. It was a rare color combination that 
was probably phased out early in the production run. The car had a white roof, 
but the bottom was kind of the color of 'apricot.' 
 I was enamored with this car, it was a Powerglide and also had very rare 
options for Chevy in 1954, power steering and power front windows! The 
owners must have loved the car too, because they took meticulous care of 
their Chevy. It rarely sat in the driveway, it was driven into their garage just 
about every time they arrived home. The car also had a factory sun visor and 
the 'Guide' prism traffic light finder on the dash. Anytime our neighbor’s 
asked me if I wanted to go along on some errands with them I always went 
along because I loved riding in the car and the smell of the interior.
 Getting back to Minnie May Lee’s 1954 '210' model sedan the picture 
looks like a nice, original car. This car also has some dealer installed op-
tions such as chrome embellishments on the top of both front fenders, 
two extra bumper guards on the front bumper, and front 'gravel guards' 
which are mostly decorative. It also has aftermarket amber 'fog' lights 
that really didn’t help much in foggy conditions. The car does appear to 
have full wheel covers and it definitely has wide white sidewall tires. It 
may have rear fender skirts but they are not on the car in the picture. 
Back in the day, if a car had rear fender skirts the owner would usually 
remove them in the fall, especially if they ever planned on using tire 
chains which made installation much easier. Mrs. Lee was sparse on 
technical aspects of the car. She doesn’t even mention whether the car is 
a Powerglide or manual transmission.
 Mrs. Lee’s husband 'Bob' purchased the car at a Sugarloaf Mountain Region meet 
in March of 1983. There was only 26,000 miles on the car. All the Lees had to do was 
replace tires and battery and the Chevy was good as new. Over the years, the couple 
took the car to many events and car shows. In 1996 their Chevy received it’s 9th 
Preservation award. In the late 1990s, Mr. Lee passed away, but Mrs. Lee continued 
showing her beloved 1954 Chevrolet four-door sedan.
 Mrs. Lee received many inquires as to whether she would be interested in selling 
the car. Her answer was always the same. ''My Chevy is not for sale!’’--Bill Wurzell

 The above picture appeared inside with Ms. Lee’s commentary.

--CORONAVIRUS ALERT--Nearly all May events and many 
throughout the year have been cancelled or re-sched-
uled. Please check with the show promoter before head-
ing out to a show or cruise. Please practice social dis-
tancing as requested by Governor Hogan and stay safe.  

 This picture was on the outside front cover taken by Willard J. Prentice.



THE CHESAPEAKE BULLETIN               PAGE 3                MAY 2020

Jack Treadwell Resumes His 1969 Camaro Z-28  Restoration
By Jack Treadwell

Chesapeake Region Treasurer
 The first installment of this article ended 
with having completed the powder coating of 
a subframe from another ‘69 Camaro, the as-
sembly of the front suspension, and my deci-
sion to purchase a new Chevrolet crate engine 
rather than rebuilding the non-original motor 
which was removed from the car.

 
 Once disassembly was complete, it was 
obvious that the car required a complete me-
chanical restoration. So, the old jalopy has 
been treated to new brakes, brake lines, new 
fuel lines with fuel filter, all new wiring, light 
bulbs from front to back, new power brake 
booster, rebuilt master cylinder and wiper 
motor, restored original Hurst 'Competition 
Plus' shifter, new reproduction chambered ex-

haust, an in-dash tachometer, and other good-
ies such as new belts, hoses, bushings, shocks, 
tires, and power steering unit.
 While my goal has been to retain as much 
originality as possible, some modern technol-
ogy has crept into the project (I have tried to 
make sure that anything non-original is easi-
ly reversible). One of the photos shows ‘heat 
shrink’ hose collars which take the place of 
clamps. Another new gizmo has to do with 
the broken original radio. Rather than repair 
the radio, for a second time, at a cost of $300-
$400, I purchased a blue tooth amplifier $150 
which will pick up a signal from my I-phone, 
and route the music through the car’s speak-
ers. How cool is that?
 As you can see from the photos, the sub-

frame and body have been re-united. The 
drive train is completely installed, exhaust is 
in place, and the wiring is all but complete.  

 Gear oil, 80/90 weight has been used to fill 
the rear differential and transmission. I’m still 
a few steps away from starting the motor, but 
that should happen relatively soon. The front 
sheet metal will be installed after the engine 
has been started and all leaks and drips have 
been corrected.

 
 The interior of this car was one of the points 
which attracted me to buy it 23 years ago. It re-
tains its original headliner, as well as the orig-
inal optional yellow-and-black hounds-tooth 
upholstery, yellow door cards and rosewood 
grained steering wheel. My early plan was to 
remove, clean and re-install the original car-
peting, but when it was removed, one whiff 

 New Chevrolet 350 c.i. crate motor 

 Original M21 4-speed transmission

 New Chambered exhaust

told me to simply replace it! The jute underlay-
ment had deteriorated due to repeated soaking 
from wet shoes, and the smell had permeat-
ed the carpeting. I’m hoping that the 80 mil 
Kilmat brand butyl insulation/sound deadener 
will have the desired effect of quieting the car a 
little and deflecting some of the heat.
 Early on I made a conscious decision to not re-
paint the car. Once it’s back on the road, this 'Z' will 
be driven lots of miles at every opportunity and 
I don’t want to be 'sweating bullets' about a stone 
chip in a new $10,000 paint job! I’ll leave that ex-
pensive cosmetic project to the next owner.
 So, I’m about 80% of the way home, and I 
have to say it has been a lot of fun, mostly be-
cause I’ve never undertaken a project of this 
scope before, so each step has been a new 
learning experience. As you might imagine, 
I now know this vehicle inside and out, and 
what a terrific feeling that is!
 We’ve all heard that every old car has a story 
to tell, and this one is no exception. The NCRS 
has acquired shipping data for certain year Ca-
maros, Chevelles, etc. After ordering a shipping 
data report for my car, I learned that the orig-
inal retail dealership was a now defunct tiny 
business called Hillcrest Motors, located in Leb-
anon, NH. When I removed the dash pad from 
my car, something fell onto the floor. It was 
two ticket stubs from the White River Drive-In 

Theater in White River Junction, Vermont. The 
price on the stubs being $1.75. A good guess 
is that these tickets are probably from the very 
early 1970’s. A quick check of Google Maps 
shows that the Chevy dealership and the drive-
in are no more than 15 miles apart! Do we all 
have the same mental picture here? The original 
owner, an 18 year old whose dad had to co-sign 
the loan to buy the car, taking HER date to the 
drive-in (otherwise known as the 'passion pit') 
on a cool New England Friday night in the sum-
mer of 1969 or 1970!
 My final installment will appear as soon as 
the car is running and the interior and front 
end are buttoned up. Wish me luck!

 Firewall cleaned and painted

 Kilmat brand sound deadener/insulation

 Ticket stubs from White River Drive-In
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The President’s Message
From Paula Ruby

Fondly, 

   Paula

Hello Chesapeake Members!

 I hope that everyone enjoyed their Easter. This year certainly was different, since families and 
friends were not able to gather, and to attend church services.
 Hopefully this message finds everyone in good health. This has been a difficult time for most of 
us. Despite the recent, beautiful weather, by government mandate we are all basically confined to our 
homes. I know everyone is looking forward to the day when we can again get out and about—and not 
just to the grocery store. At this time, I do not know if we will have a May Membership Meeting. Even 
if by then we are permitted to assemble in large groups, we might plan to do an outdoor event, and 

have the Membership Meeting then. Even if we do not have a Membership Meeting 
in May, I plan to have a May Board Meeting, online if nothing else.
 
 I need to hear from everyone who has registered for the Anniversary Crab Feast. 
A decision may be necessary to either reschedule it to September of this year, or to 
postpone it to next year. I know a lot of people might have a fear about going on the 
bus, even if things are looking better and I respect that decision. So, please either 
email me or call me at home 410-239-3492 and let me know your thoughts. I would 
appreciate it.
 
 We have already rescheduled or cancelled some of our planned Chesapeake Re-
gion events and may also have to reschedule the Sunshine Grille car show currently 

planned for May 31st. At this time, I also am not certain that we will be able to hold our car show at 
the Fire Museum of Maryland, but that event is not until early July. Since we have had to reschedule or 
cancel some of our planned events, please let me know if there is something else that you might like 
for us to do.
 
 Also, I would like to make this suggestion: Since we are now going into our 5th week of being house-
bound, please take a minute and think about others. Recently I called all the Chesapeake Region mem-
bers who do not have access to the Internet and email. They were very appreciative for my call—just 
for the opportunity to talk to someone else. So, keep this in mind. Call a member, friend or relative, 
even if you normally communicate with them online. Talk to them. It will likely give you both a feeling 
of peace. We have never been through anything like this before. I think that when it is over, we will all 
appreciate the time that we spent reconnecting with those family members and friends.
With the cancelling of so many Club events, newsletter editor Bill Wurzell is encouraging everyone 
to send him articles about projects on which they currently are working, or on places that they might 
have visited in the past. If you have pictures, please send them as well. He needs all the help we can 
give him right now.

 In closing, please, do not hesitate to call me during this difficult time if you need any help. We 
will try our best to arrange for the help that you need. Remember to stay inside, stay safe and be 
sure to ''WASH YOUR HANDS.''



THE CHESAPEAKE BULLETIN              PAGE 5                 MAY 2020

NOTICE: Advertisements by members are free, subject to available space, if in the interest of the club and 
its members, i.e., antique (AACA defined) vehicles, parts, literature, memorabilia and automotive tools and 
equipment. Free ads run for one month and must contain the name of a member. Business ads cost $35 
annually for a nominal business card size space in TWELVE monthly issues. For ad submission or renewal, 
contact the Advertising Manager: GARY RUBY, 410.239.3492, rubys55chevy@comcast.net

Steven B. Morgan
Agent/Broker

Ridgebrook Insurance Group
909 Ridgebrook Road, Suite 116

Sparks, MD 21152
Auto, Home, Business, Life Insurance

443-595-3100 X131 800-218-0098
www.ridgebrookins.com

Jack Anderson
-Certified Vehicle Appraiser-
Auto Appraisals MD, LLC

222 Ritterslea Court
Owings Mills, MD 21117

 
(410) 363.7088 (home office)
(410) 916.4278 (cell phone)

jack@autoappraisalsmd.com
www.autoappraisalsmd.com

Pipe Creek Trading Company
Sales of antique and classic cars

Car Repairs
Appraisals

3559 Old Taneytown Rd.
Taneytown, Md 21787

Tel: 410-756-1500
Email: cars@verizon.net

8 Winter Ave 
Glen Rock, PA 17327
P: 717-428-1305
F: 717-235-4428

www.alprueittandsons@verizon.net

Driving Passion for Excellence

www.alprueittandsons@verizon.net

Complete Restoration 
of

Antique, Hot Rods
& Classic Vehicles

Howard Kelly, Jr.
717.630.0776

410.409.7384 Cell
jalopyjunior@comcast.net

In the unlikely event there 
is a May 2020 membership 

meeting, you will be notified. 
The Church 

may still be closed
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Landscaping is improved and two houses undergo major structural modifications

 Rock gardens, nurtured by their owners for 
over five decades were removed.

 Dormers were widened, and swing-out win-
dows installed on movie character Sheryl’s house.

 Across the street, the side porch was widened 
on movie character Alice’s house.

 Landscaping crews beautified many Adana 
Road yards with colorful flowers.

 A stairway was installed for easy, dramatic 
access to the house of character Cheryl.

 A deteriorated driveway was repaved for the 
sake of neighborhood appearance.

 Utility  poles and imitation wiring were in-
stalled, this one with a basketball hoop.

 Several imitation fire hydrants were placed 
along the street.

 Neighbors gaze at the Cold War bomb shelter, 
constructed just for the movie.

 Various children’s toys of the era were gath-
ered and readied for use as needed.

 Similar staging was performed on the dining 
room, where important scenes were filmed.

 Period-appropriate staging was performed on 
the living room of movie character Sheryl.
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Antique vehicles and primary actors are readied for ''That Night'' filming to begin

 Movie staff prepare the 1958 DeSoto Fire-
dome of character Sheryl O'Conner.

 Movie staff work to prepare the hot rod 1951 
Mercury of character Rick.

 A 1959 Chrysler New Yorker is strategically 
placed on its assigned driveway.

 The Good Humor truck, a common Adana Road 
sight in the 1960s, is ready for its movie debut.

 A 1950 Buick Sedanette, to be driven by one 
of Rick’s buddies, is ready for action.

 Actor  C. Thomas Howell who played Sheryl’s 
''greaser'' boyfriend ''Rick.''

 The actor who played the father of co-star 
character Alice Bloom.

 Actors who portrayed husbands of nearby 
neighborhood families.

 Actors who played the Rossi family, the next 
door neighbors of character Alice Bloom.

 Staff prepare the costumed actors for a pend-
ing filming session shoot.

 (L to R) Photographer: Dorothy Diehl and 
her neighbors Adell Purkins and Betty Anton.

 Upon completion a ''Wrap Party'' was held 
for all the actors, crew and neighbors.
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Frank And Christine Salemi, Garner Amelia Island
Concours d'Elegance, European Custom Coachwork
Award For Their 1947 Alfa Romeo 6C 2500 'S'

 Frank explains the engine to a spectator at Amelia Island Concours.

 View of the interior of the Alfa Romeo Cabriolet

 Frank and Christine Salemi’s rare 1947 Alfa Romeo, 6C 2500 ‘S’ Cab-
riolet on the showfield at the 2020 Amelia Island Concours d’ Elegance. 
The car is equipped with a six cylinder, 2.5 liter, double overhead cam 
engine, a single Weber carburetor, 90 bhp. Top speed is 96 mph, the car 
is a cabriolet, long wheel base, 118.1.’’

  Spring for my family includes a vacation to Amelia Island, Florida. 
What began as three days for my wife, Chrissy and me, 21 years ago, now 
includes our daughter, son-in-law, Chrissy’s sister and brother-in-law. 
 Now, six days, five nights include shopping for the girls and cars 
for the guys. We stay in a historic inn, Fairbanks House built 1885. 
The Inn is located two blocks from Centre Street in historic Fer-
nandina Beach. The Inn has a five o’clock happy hour where we 
catch up with our car friends. Usually all the rooms have car peo-
ple. British, German, Italian, American, Model A, muscle car, you 
name it. These are my people!
 The twelve rooms in the inn have the same attendees every year. 
Lodging on the island is scarce so you never give up your room. The 
initial weekend car event included a RM Auction at the Ritz Hotel, 
Friday car tour and Sunday Concours. In recent years, Amelia has 
become a car week. Auction houses, Bonhams, Motostalgia, Good-
ing, Russo & Steele, and Hollywood Auctions have joint festivities. 
Auction previews run Wednesday through Saturday. 
 In addition to auctions, Saturday has two additional car shows, 
'Festival Of Speed' and 'Cars & Coffee.' Friday still includes the 
Concours Tour, 35 Sunday show vehicles that conclude the tour on 
Fernandina’s Centre Street. WOW!
   Every year, Concours founder Bill Warner has a tribute to a guest hon-
oree. This year's person of honor was Roger Penske. A man with global 
business, former racer, race team owner and now owner of Indianapolis 
Speedway. He does it all, a billionaire, yes, but still a nice gentleman. Sev-
eral classes of cars at the Concours were associated with Roger. Trans-
Am, Can-am, and Indy cars plus the Porsche that Roger raced in the '50s. 
 The Concours  selection committee typically invites a few more 
than 300 cars and a small number of motorcycles. This year 310 
entrants in 37 classes. Some of the 37 classes include five classes 
associated with Roger Penske, Rolls Royce, Bentley, Duesenberg, 
Mercedes Benz, Lozier, cars of Harley Earl, Mid-Engine Corvettes, 
and Horseless Carriages. Less specific classes include American 
Classics, opened and closed, European Classics, various years of 
Sports and GT cars, and European Custom coachwork.
 For me, every year is special. What made this year extra special was 
my 1947 ALFA ROMEO 6C 2500S being invited to show Sunday in 
the European Custom Coachwork. WHAT AN HONOR! My car on the 
golf fairway with Bugatti, Horch, Mercedes Benz, and Delahaye.  If that 
wasn’t enough, the car was awarded the class ‘AMELIA AWARD.’ My 
car at Amelia Island, could never have happened without the assis-
tance of other people. Al Prueitt & Sons transported my Alfa, great 
job! Club member T. W. Scott, aka ‘Scotty’, a big help with detailed 
welding and paint removal, and my buddy, Al Zimmermann aka ‘Al 
Z’, for fabricating an antenna. Al Z, you put the car over the top! 
Thanks to all.--Frank Salemi, Fallston, Maryland.
More about Frank’s car...
 The ALFA ROMEO 6C 2500 S, chassis number 915335 was 
manufactured April 18, 1947 and consigned June 10, 1947. The 
first owner is recorded as Societa’ Italiana Spiriti in Rome, a 
former Italian spirit distillery. The engine recorded at date of 
manufacture, 926.116 is the engine currently installed. Records 
from an ALFA ROMEO registry have this vehicle owned by 
Chris Volopolious in Chicago from 1955 to 1979. In 1979 Julius 
Stern, of Flint, Michigan purchased the car. In 2007 the vehicle 
returned to Italy, after listed ownership in Belgium and Germa-
ny. The current owner purchased car July 2019.
 Alfa Romeo manufactured 2584, 6C 2500 vehicles. Production 
ceased in 1952. These were the last models to be ‘coach-built.’  
Some of the coach builders: Pininfarina, Bertone, Ghia, Stabili-
menti Farina, Touring, Tuscher, Castagna, Turinga, and Garavini. 
 It is believed that as few as three ALFA ROMEOS were built 

with this coachwork from Stabilimenti Farina. This is an older 
restoration that still presents well, the 6C 2500 Sport ‘extra 
lusso’ was designed by Giovanni Michelotti for Stabilimenti 
Farina. The striking interior is the design of none other than 
Mario Revelli di Beaumont. This unique car, is one of two sur-
viving, the other 6C 2500 belongs to world famous collector, 
Corrado Lopresto.
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  Continued from page 1, 'Movie shoot'...

 On March 13, 1993, the 'Storm of the Century' hit the Baltimore/
Washington area. Unfortunately, this unusual snowstorm also coincided 
with The Chesapeake Region’s annual Collector Car Parts Meet at How-
ard County Fairgrounds. The storm of '93 arrived in the early hours of 
Saturday morning forcing the cancellation of the event. 
 Fast forward 27 years and unfortunately once again we had to cancel 
the event due to the unprecedented coronavirus pandemic. Although 
we can all bemoan the tremendous financial loss this presents for our 
organization, I want to pause and focus on the blessings.
 I want to thank the many people who volunteered to make food, 
monetary donations and were willing to volunteer their time.  I also 
want to thank BJs store in Westminster who generously did not require 
purchase and delivery of the 25 packages of hamburger buns and the 40 
packages of hot dog buns. I am also grateful that the UTZ factory store 
allowed us to return the five boxes of chips and refunded the cost.  
 Some of the hot dogs have been sold and benefited people who 
had children unexpectedly home to feed during this time. Some 
of the coffee was donated to local police departments. Many other 
items that were donated have been given to our local food pantries 
in Westminster and Hampstead.  
 In these uncertain times, please know that The Chesapeake Region 
has been able to help those with needs in our community, and praying 
that you all remain safe and well during this time. Thank you again for 
your valuable assistance.--Vicky Wilmer, Membership Chairperson

The Collector Car Parts Meet 
And Car Corral That Wasn’t 

Who Needs A 1940 Ford Convertible?
By Don Ramsburg

Chesapeake Region, AACA
 In my younger days, I always kept my eye out for early Fords that 
might be cheap. One day in December of 1959, I was driving to work at 
Westinghouse, via Washington Boulevard in Elkridge, and I noticed a 
black ‘40 Ford convertible in a junkyard. On the way home from work, I 
stopped at the junkyard to see what the story was on the ‘40 Ford.  
 The convertible could be had for $60, I was told, but it did not run 
and would have to be towed away. Of course, I bought it! Fortunately, 
the brakes worked on the car, so I went to pick up a friend to help me 
tow it to my mother’s house in Randallstown. I was driving a 1950 Ford 
two-door sedan at that time. I tied a rope from the '50 Ford rear bumper 
to the '40 Ford front bumper, leaving about eight feet between the cars.  
 My friend got behind the wheel of the towed Ford, and I proceeded 
to tow it slowly towards Randallstown by way of Rolling Road. It was 
winter time, and dark already, so it was a very slow careful procession.
 We were past Wilkins Avenue, almost to Catonsville, when the rope 
broke. I had no other way to tow the car, so I was forced to leave it on 
the side of Rolling Road for the night. The next day, my friend and I 
found some more rope, and drove back to the spot where I left the 1940 
Ford. To my surprise, it was gone! ''Give me a break!'' I said. I didn’t even 
get the car home, and someone had stolen it already!
 I went to the Baltimore County Police Station, on Windsor Mill Road, 
and told them I wanted to report a stolen car. They gave me a form to 
fill out, and said they would be right with me. After about 20 minutes, 
the desk sergeant read my form and said “A 1940 Ford convertible with 
no license tags? We towed that car in last night when we found it aban-
doned on Rolling Road!'' ''Swell! How do I get it back?'' I asked?
 I had to pay a $30 towing fee to get my car back from the Police 
Department. Did these guys think money grows on trees? Of course, 
they wouldn’t let me tow it away with a rope, so I had to go back to 
Randallstown to arrange to get it towed to my mother’s home. Nor-
wood Griffith (Griff) was the local gas station owner, and he had a 
tow truck. He knew the cops had fleeced me, so he towed it back to 
Randallstown for nothing. What are friends for?
 The '40 convertible was not in good shape. It had no top, but it did 

have the top bows. The seats and door panels were covered with red and 
white vinyl. The floor pan had quite a few holes rusted through, and 
was probably not salvageable. The dash, steering column, and garnish 
moldings had been painted white, along with the heater. The engine 
was from a 1949 Mercury, and the radiator was a Ford replacement 
with a pressure cap in the center. The doors were rusted through at the 
bottom, the same as the quarter panels. The hood, front fenders, and 
deck lid were straight, but the rear fenders would need some welding 
and straightening. Oh well, a desirable car like a 1940 Ford convertible 
didn’t have to be perfect. I parked the car behind the barn at my moth-
er’s house, and dreamt of another day when I would have the money 
to fix it up. The car sat at my mother’s house through the summer of 
1960. That summer, my mother announced that she was moving to an 
apartment in Rockdale, and I would have to move the car. Anne Marie 
and I were living in an apartment in Catonsville, which had no parking 
except on the street, so I had no place else to store the car. I didn’t know
anybody I could sell the car to in that condition. I threw up my hands 
and decided I would have to junk it again.
 I put out the word that I was selling a 1940 Ford convertible for parts, 
and I was soon able to sell the hood, front fenders, and the left rear 
fender. I kept the radiator, steering column, deck lid, heater, and the 
right rear fender. I also kept the running gear and transmission. I gave 
the rest of the car to a young want-to-be junk dealer by the name of Ed 
Lucke. At that time, Ed was starting to collect old car bodies at his par-
ent’s property on Windsor Mill Road.
 I probably broke even, not considering all the work and trouble that 
was involved. I would later use some of the parts I saved on various oth-
er old Fords I would own. I sold the deck lid to John Krupinsky in 1999 
for $100, and he used it on the red ‘40 Ford convertible that he restored. 
I still have the title, transmission housing with the serial number, radi-
ator, and the right rear fender. Some of the running gear is under my 
1937 Ford two-door sedan, but,  that’s another story. 

 That Night was a ‘coming of age’ drama and, of course, had a male 
costar. Actor C. Thomas Howell played the part of teenager “Rick” 
who was physically attracted to Sheryl. Rick hung out with a rough 
crowd and drove a primer-painted 1951 Mercury hot rod convertible. 
They became unwelcome visitors to the normally quiet neighborhood. 
That type of character, elsewhere known as a ‘Greaser’ or ‘Hood,’ for 
some reason in the Baltimore area was called a ‘Drape.’
 Neighbors were required to stay in their houses during most of the 
active filming sessions but, on several occasions, they were permitted to 
stand behind the rolling cameras for filming of some close-up scenes. 
What amazed me was that preliminary set up for the filming of just one 
scene would take many hours but the actual filming of that scene a mere 
sixty seconds. I wondered how a full-length movie could ever be pieced 
together in such a manner. One nighttime scene shot under the glow of 
the nearby streetlight, featured the favorite after-dark hangout spot of 
my friends and me during our own teenage years on Adana Road.
 Though the neighborhood in the movie was portrayed as Long Island, 
New York in 1961, if you’d like a nostalgia trip back in time to Pikesville, 
Maryland, in 1961, locate a DVD copy of That Night to purchase or rent 
on eBay...or watch a likely-bootlegged version on YouTube.

 If any Chesapeake Region members have experienced 
having one or more of their classic cars involved in a 
movie production, type up a story and send it to the 
editor. Pictures are a nice addition, but you can submit  
a  story without them. You can include a picture of your 
vehicle that was involved in the shoot!--Bill Wurzell
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 Elected & Appointed Officers For 2020
Elected positions make up the Executive Board of the Club with full voting rights:

SUNSHINE REPORT:

MAY MEETING CANCELED
if any change, you will be notified

DIVINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1220 Providence Road 

Towson, MD 21286
Approximately one mile north of  I-695 

on Providence Road in Towson

Like us on Facebook @ Chesapeake Region AACA
SOCIAL MEDIA

 The Chesapeake Bulletin is published monthly and is the official 
newsletter of the Chesapeake Region AACA. Articles and comments 
are welcome and should be sent to the editor, Bill Wurzell at: 54deso-
tosedan@gmail.com, telephone: 410.750.0056 by the 15th of the month 
for inclusion in the current month’s edition. All ads must be submitted to 
Advertising Manager, Gary Ruby at: rubys55chevy@comcast.net, tele-
phone: 410.239.3492. If you have not received your copy of the Bulletin, 
contact the editor or any club officer.
 Event photos courtesy of Harold and Barb Diehl, Paula and Gary Ruby; 
Philip Hack, and Bill Wurzell; proofreaders: Harold Diehl and Lynn Horn.
  Reprinting of articles and photos is permitted provided due credit is 
given to this publication, the author and photographer.
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By: Margaret Werneth

 I sent get well cards to Ken 
Stevenson, Norman Healthcote  
and Helen Gordon. Be careful 
everybody and stay safe!
   --Margaret

~~MARYLAND LICENSE PLATE COLLECTION~~
Most plates are restored, call us with what you need!

GARY: 410.239.3492

Hershey, Pennsylvania

Chief Judge: Norman Heathcote 
305 Gwynnbrook Avenue, Owings Mills, MD 21117
H-410.356.3459, cell: 410.227.2040, email: vvomllc@hotmail.com
Technical Chairman: Gary Ruby 
2332 Mt. Ventus Road #1, Manchester, MD 21102-1128, 
H-410.239.3492, C-410.299.3887, rubys55chevy@comcast.net
Publicity & Website Administrator: Harold ‘Buzz’ Diehl 6514 Ma-
plewood Road, Baltimore, MD 21212, H-410.377.5265,  
hdiehl60@hotmail.com
Sunshine/AACA Reporter:  Margaret Werneth
9701 Oak Summit Avenue, Parkville, MD 21234,
H-410.668.3749,  jfdesoto@aol.com
Historian: Walter E. 'Chip' Miller, 209 Cinder Road, Timonium, MD 
21093, 443.681.0236 walteremiller@msn.com       
Chesapeake Region Bulletin Editor: Bill Wurzell, 
8801 Bosley Road, Suite 104, Ellicott City, MD 21043, H-410.750.0056 
C-410.245.7164 54desotosedan@gmail.com
Program Director: Jackson L. Anderson, Jr., 222 Ritterslea Court
410.363.7088 chev565041@comcast.net
Refreshments: Nancy Mattheu, Coordinator 20600 York Road 
Parkton, MD. 21120, H-410.357.8481--twirlingmemere@comcast.net

Maryland Motor Vehicle Facilities Are CLOSED Until Further Notice
  The safety and health of our customers and staff is a top 
priority for Maryland Department of Transportation Motor 
Vehicle Administration (MDOT MVA). To do our part to pre-
vent the spread of COVID-19 and following health and safe-
ty recommendations from State and Federal partners, we are 
closing our offices effective close of business on Friday, March 
20, 2020 until further notice.
 Even though we cannot assist you with your transaction in per-
son, there are still many ways to take care of your MDOT, MVA 
business using our eStore, 24-hour kiosk, or VEIP self-service ki-
osk. If you are eligible, many transactions including driver’s licens-
es, identification cards, vehicle registration renewals, change of 
address, insurance compliance payments and information on flag 
fees are all available online. Please be aware that due to staffing 
limitations, some services may take longer to process than usual.
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 EDITOR’S NOTE: The following article is re-
printed from the September-October 2002 edition 
of AACA’s Antique Automobile magazine. It is part 
of a larger article on stock car racing from the 1920s 
to WWII, written by Terry B. Dunham.

----
 It was March 8, 1936, when the roar of stock 
car engines hit the shore at Daytona Beach,  
Florida, for the first time. No one knew it then, 
but the drivers in that race had set in motion a 
historical chain of events that would set the di-
rection of stock car racing for decades. Daytona 
Beach was heading for the big time.
 The 27 cars entered that day included 19 Fords, 
two Auburns, two Willys, one Oldsmobile, one 
Dodge and a Chevrolet. Every car in the race ex-
cept the Chevrolet had a flathead (L-head) engine.
 Buick, as the pioneer builder of overhead 
valve engines, had long advertised that its en-
gines would develop more power than those 
offered by the competition. But, you couldn’t 
prove it in that first race at Daytona.
 By the mid 1930s, if you were racing a pro-
duction engine, chances were good you were 
running a Ford V8. There was good reason: the 
V8 Fords were well on their way to becoming 
racing legends. 
 The first Daytona race was paced by a 1936 
Buick Special convertible coupe. A super-
charged Auburn entered by Bill Cummings 
had the best qualifying speed at 70.39 mph. The 
race was won by Milt Marion in the Number 
23 Ford. As expected, Ford V8s dominated and 
went on to take the top six places. 
 In the 1937 race, Ford again dominated and 
won handily in the process.  On July 10, 1938, the 
Fords ran off and hid, taking the first 10 positions 
with them. Three Packards, two Auburns, a Hud-
son, and a Buick were also-rans. 
 Ford repeated on September 5th, again sweep-
ing the top 10 positions. A flathead Auburn, the 
only non-Ford in the race, finished 11th.
 The driver of the winning Ford was none 
other than Bill France, Sr. France would go on 
in 1947 to found NASCAR, the National As-
sociation for Stock Car Auto Racing. But back 
then he was just one of the boys out for an af-
ternoon of beach racing.
 The three races run in 1939 were again dom-
inated by Ford and Mercury flatheads.
 Then came 1940. In the March 10th event, 
beach veteran Joe Littlejohn set a course re-
cord when he qualified for the pole at 79.8 
mph driving a 1938 Buick Century coupe with 
a Straight Eight engine.
 Buick had introduced a new combustion cham-
ber design in 1938 and had noticeably improved per-
formance. The new combustion chamber, along with 
the weight of the car, had helped Littlejohn power 
through the sand-banked turns and hammer down 
the straightaways.
 Littlejohn led until he lost almost 2 minutes during 
a pit stop on the 29th lap. Driving a steady race, he 

worked back up to second and finished there be-
hind Roy Hall in a 1939 Ford. 
 Ford and Mercury took the next seven spots. 
Bill France finished fourth in a 1939 Mercury. But 
France had noticed what Littlejohn’s Buick had 
done. So had several others.
 On July 7, 1940, the unbroken reign of the 
V8 Fords ended. France had decided to enter a 
Buick. The results were nothing short of amazing. 
 France was considered a dark horse. He en-
tered with car No. 14, a 1939 Century sedan 
owned by Andy Beardon of Atlanta, and qual-
ified for the pole. France’s Buick came to the 
beach that day with an engine built by the great 
racing mechanic Red Vogt. Littlejohn again en-
tered his 1938 Century coupe, also rumored to 
have a Vogt-built engine, and qualified third. 
 When the race started, France ran hard into 
the first turn and held onto the Number 1 posi-
tion. Running with an exhaust note seldom heard 
on the beach, he wound his 320 c.i.d. machine to 
the limit and remained Number 1 at the end of 
the first lap. Littlejohn moved from third to sec-
ond, chasing hard after him. Hammering down 
the sand and asphalt, the pair continued to run 
one-two on every lap for the rest of the race. 
 Using Identical tactics, the two Buick driv-
ers would run flat-out down the straight-
aways, and then they would back off to run 
conservatively in the turns. It worked. They 
were never seriously challenged.
 France had a strong race car. With his slow-
er speed in the corners, he was gaining ground 
by hitting 107 mph on the paved section of the 
course. He averaged 'about 75 mph' for the entire 
race and was credited by observers with being 
strong enough to have lapped the entire field. As 
it was, he did lap everyone except Littlejohn and 
was ahead of him by nearly a lap at the finish.
 The two Buicks were so strong that the win 
turned out to be the most lopsided event in 
the five years the race had been held. 
 To make things even better, France, ever the 
promoter, later stated that he had intentional-
ly slowed down in the final laps knowing the 
crowd wanted a closer finish! Including lap 
money, the victory earned him some $600.
 The France and Littlejohn showings with 
their ohv Buicks was the only time between 
1936, when the races started, and 1948 that 
Ford or Mercury V8s did not dominate the 
event. The Buick 'big thumpers' had suddenly 
surprised everyone by running to the front of 
the pack and handing the Fords their first de-
feat on the beach.
 The valve-in-head Buicks had suddenly be-
come a force to be reckoned with. It was no secret 
that many Ford people in the racing community 
felt that things had gotten a bit out of hand. 
 The drivers and pit crews with the '29 Fords 
and Mercurys on the beach that day must have 
been fit to be tied. Considering what had just 
happened, they had good reason to be.

 In short, the mighty Buick Centurys had sud-
denly become a huge problem, they were too fast! 
 Immediately after the race, a newspaper 
report stated that new rules were being con-
sidered to handicap any Buick that might be 
entered in the future.
 Sure enough, by the time the 1940 Labor Day 
beach race rolled around, a rule was in effect 
stating that cars had to cost less than $1,100 in 
order to compete. That took care of the 1940 
Buick Centurys. The lowest priced model that 
year was a business coupe and it cost $1,128.
 Then just to be sure that someone didn’t dis-
cover an earlier Century that might fall within 
the new price rule, a second rule was passed; it 
restricted the cars with engines of less than 120 
hp. That took care of ALL the Buick Centuries 
back to 1936, Buick’s first year for the model, 
when the car was rated at an even 120 hp. Buick 
had effectively been legislated right off the beach!
 Due to these two new rules, the ohv engine 
would not be well represented again on Dayto-
na Beach until after World War II.
 Bill France never forgot that 1939 Centu-
ry. Many times in the decades that followed, 
whenever he was introduced to someone from 
the Buick factory, France would say, ‘’I used to 
race a Buick.’’ Then a little smile of recollection 
would play across his face.
 It was a pretty good memory.  Bill France 
had helped make history that long ago July 
afternoon, when the valve-in-heads from 
Flint rammed around the course ending 
the unbroken reign of the V8 Fords from 
Dearborn. Buick was forever in the Dayto-
na record books, and the hand writing for 
the flathead engine was clearly on the wall.

----
 Ford flathead motor devotees, don’t feel badly, 
all good things must come to an end sometime. 
A little history: Ford cars did not receive an ohv 
motor until 1952 when the venerable flathead 
SIX cylinder motor was replaced with an ohv six. 
 Lincoln received a V8 ohv motor in 1952. 
The 1952, '53 and '54 Lincolns TORE UP the 
Pan American Road Race, widely regarded as 
the most rugged and dangerous automobile 
race in the world! It pitted European sports 
cars against American stock cars. Would the 
1951 Lincoln 'Cosmo' with a massive and 
heavy Ford truck flathead V8 motor done as 
well? Highly doubtful. The Lincolns like other 
cars were modified for the race. Tires, suspen-
sion, brakes and fuel tank were all upgraded. 
 Ford and Mercury cars received an ohv 
V8 in 1954, along with the long awaited 'ball 
joint' front suspension. The new Ford 'Y' block 
V8 and 'I' (eye) block six were both great per-
formers. The 1954 Ford ohv V8 produced 130 
horsepower, probably 30 horse more than the 
'53 flathead. The new V8 lead to the legendary 
Thunderbird and Interceptor V8 motors a few 
years later.--Bill Wurzell, Editor 

The Day The Flatheads Died
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