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 Poker Run planning for October 25, 2020 has been in-
teresting this year, to say the least. Initially, we determined 
that the run would begin and end at Friendly Farm, since we 
'hoped/assumed'' that the pandemic would subside enough 
by October for that to be possible. 
 After a short planning session in early July, with Phil Hack, Tom 
Dawson, and me, we came up with a rough idea of the run. Phil 
immediately plotted a route and he and Shelly began developing 
questions and taking photos! (Tom was interested in actually com-
peting on the run, so could not stay involved as in the past). 
 Within three weeks Phil and Shelly Hack developed the 
route, came up with the questions, and took virtually all the 
photos! Wow! That info was passed on to me to begin working 
on the directions with questions packets, and the final presen-
tation. As that was nearly finished, we learned that Friendly 
Farm would not accommodate us for either the start or finish.  
 A modification of the route was made with the start and finish 
at the Park and Ride located at Mt. Carmel Road and I-83. Phil 
and Shelly went back to work and changed the first and last legs 
of the route to work with this change. The plan now included a 
proposed additional final stop at the Dawson’s or the Treadwell’s 
for the closing ceremonies.Shortly after that, the need for a larger 
indoor venue to “show your cards” and view the PowerPoint an-

Poker Run Plans Ready For Action!

 Tom Kerr, chairman and organizer of the annual Mayor’s Christmas 
Parade in Hampden/Medfield regretfully announce that the 48th An-
nual Mayor’s Christmas Parade, scheduled for December 8th, 2020 has 
been cancelled. 
 The health and safety of the Parade’s marchers which includes 
many school students and first responders as well as spectators, vol-
unteers, and staff is paramount. We thank the Mayor for his leader-
ship and concern for our community’s safety, and look forward to 
bringing the parade back next year, on Sunday, December 5th.

Baltimore Mayor’s Christmas
Parade Has Been Canceled

Autumn Harvest Show A Grand Success After A Rain Scare
By Bill Wurzell, Editor

The Chesapeake Bulletin
 All week long I was listening to weather forecasts and the worst one 
was 'possible late day shower on Saturday.' BOO HISS! When I looked 
out my patio door at 6:30 am, a steady rain was falling on already soaked 
ground. However, by the time I was ready to leave it had quit raining 
but was still cloudy and overcast.
 The further north I traveled, the less it looked like it had rained as 
hard in Carroll County as it had in Howard County.
 When I arrived at the showfield at 9:54 am, at the spacious Manches-
ter Volunteer Fire Department Carnival Grounds, I was delighted to see 
about 35 vehicles already on the grounds! I attributed this to the pent 
up desire for members and other car nuts to get their beauties out to a 
show and mix with friends and other car nuts.
 The first thing I noticed was most all the cars had their hoods closed. 
I took full advantage of this and made as many exposures of the closed 
hood cars as I could. By this time a steady stream of members and par-
ticipants were anxious to get a good spot on the showfield.
 Our dedicated members, Gary Wilmer, Al Zimmermann, Phil Hack 
Gary Ruby, Nick Prevas and Tom Dawson, had everything organized. 
People were in a festive mood, in spite of most people wearing masks, 
bumping fists and elbows because of the scourge of Covid 19 that is 
running out of control in some areas, you can’t be too careful.
 As is customary with this show, and this year didn’t disappoint there 

Here We Go Again Folks!
 Over the last few months the annual Eastern Fall Meet at Hershey, 
Pa., scheduled for September 30th to October 4th, has been reduced to a 
former shadow of itself. Now the other shoe has dropped and the entire 
awards show at Hershey HAS BEEN CANCELED! 
 Well, not exactly. The Eastern Fall Meet is being moved to the Wynd-
ham-Courtyard Hotel Complex in Gettysburg, Pa. Sound familiar? This 
is the same venue the 2020 Grand National and Zenith Awards were 
held after being canceled in Allentown, Pa. The Fall Meet is scheduled 
for November 6 and 7, 2020. Let’s hope the weather cooperates.

were vehicles of all kinds. Original unmolested, slightly molested and 
hideously molested! Some cars that looked 'bone stock' on the outside 
will fool you when you look under the hood and find a late model, fuel 
injected V8. Even a 1951 Chevrolet Bel Air hardtop with an original six 
had an Offenhsuser intake with two down draft carburetors!

 Richard O’Steen of Westminster accepts the 'Best In Show' award from 
Chesapeake Region President, Paula Ruby. Buzz Diehl photos of Richard’s 
winning 1965 Pontiac GTO and other cars from the show pages 6 & 7!
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A T  T  E N T I O N
 I want to bring to your attention several 
matters that the Executive Board has dis-
cussed and voted on at a recent meeting.
I hope that these proposed changes will be 
acceptable to the membership.

1. There will be NO dues collected from Ches-
apeake Region Members for renewal of your 
membership for year 2021. Your membership 
will be automatically renewed. You will how-
ever still be responsible for your National 
AACA dues. Please notify Vicky Wilmer by 
email or telephone when you have forwarded 
your payment to National AACA. Look for the 
National AACA membership renewal form in 
the next edition of the AACA Antique Auto-
mobile magazine.

2. The current 2020 Officers have agreed 
to stay on for 2021 with two changes. Tom 
Dawson will assume the position of Vice 
President and Al Zimmermann with assume 
the position of Secretary. We will not have 
an election or send out a ballot for 2021. If 
anyone would like to run for a Board position, 
please call Paula before November 1St.

3. With Governor Hogan lifting some of the 
restrictions regarding banquets and indoor 
gatherings we WILL be able to hold our Mem-
bership Banquet at Friendly Farm Restaurant 
on November 8th. However, we will be LIMIT-
ED to 110 persons, so we must therefore re-
strict attendance to MEMBERS ONLY. Look 
for the reservation form on our website or in 
our newsletter. If you cannot print the form, 
call Paula Ruby and I will have you send me 
a check, which will be $32.00 for members 
age 11 and older. The only children that will 
be able to attend this year will be our Student 
and Junior members at a cost of $10.00 each. 
Please do not wait. Get your check in soon.

4. Looking forward to next year, we have re-
ceived the contract from the Howard County 
Fairgrounds to hold our annual Collector Car 
Swap Meet on March 13, 2021. With much 
pent-up demand, this could be the biggest 
Chesapeake Region Swap Meet ever. As usu-
al, we will need your help to make it a suc-
cess. Put it on your calendar.

 Even though the year is winding down, Chesapeake Region 
still has many exciting activities on our 2020 event schedule. I 
hope you will consider participating in many of them. Because 
space will be limited, however, do not wait to sign up and register.

1. Our first event will be held on Sunday, October 11th. It will be 
a Fall Foliage Cruise to Shanksville, Pennsylvania where we will 
visit the Flight 93 National Memorial, site of the United Airline 
plane crash on September 11, 2001. We will be leaving the Ruby’s 
house at 7:30 in the morning. After our visit we will be having 
lunch at the nearby Eat and Park Restaurant.

2. The Poker Run is scheduled for Sunday, October 25th. The 
flyer for this event is included in this newsletter as well as 
on our website. The cost to participate in the Poker Run is 
$15.00 per person and includes a luncheon at the Ruby’s at 
the conclusion of the run.

3. The Annual Membership Banquet will be held on Sunday, 
November 8th at the Friendly Farm Restaurant in Upperco, 
Maryland. We will have our traditional menu of Fried Chicken, 
Steamed Shrimp and the Famous Crab Cake, with all of the fix-
ings. There is a charge of $32.00 for age 11 and over and $10.00 
for Student and Junior members under age 11.

DUE TO SOCIAL DISTANCING RESTRICTIONS THIS YEAR 
WE MUST LIMIT PARTICIPATION - TO CHESAPEAKE RE-
GION MEMBERS ONLY.

 A Banquet Reservation form is available both on our website 
and in this newsletter. DON’T WAIT TO SEND IN YOUR RES-
ERVATION FORM AND CHECK, BECAUSE WE WILL HAVE 
A LIMIT OF 110 PEOPLE.

4. Our last event of the year will be the Baltimore Mayor’s Christ-
mas Parade, held along Falls Road through the Hampden and 
Medfield neighborhoods of Baltimore on Sunday, December 6th. 
Come on out for a large, final 2020 Club event, turnout.

Upcoming Events

 Robert Lee 'Bob' Wilhelm, Sr., 89, of Upperco, Maryland, passed 
away on Tuesday, September 15, 2020, at Golden Crest Assisted Living 
Center in Hampstead, Maryland. 
 Bob was born May 24, 1931, in Timonium. He was the son of the late 
Harry and Leona Taylor Wilhelm. He was the beloved husband of the 
late Mary Jean Bleakley Wilhelm.

 Bob had a life-long interest in automobiles. He was 
an active member of Free State Region, Vintage Chev-
rolet Club of America, a Forty-Year Plus Member of 
Chesapeake Region, AACA, and a member of the 
Buick Owners Club of Maryland. He was also a mem-
ber of Trinity Lutheran Church.
 Left to cherish Bob’s memory are his children: Bar-

bara Clinton, Robert Lee Wilhelm, Jr., and wife Pam Nicholson; Gary 
Wilhelm; six grandchildren and four great-grandchildren; two siblings 
also survive: Judy Wilhelm and Harry Wilhelm. Funeral services and 
interment were private. A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. 
In lieu of flowers, donations in Bob’s name may be made to Carroll Hos-
pice, 292 Stoner Avenue, Westminster, MD 21157.

Long-Time Chesapeake Region 
Member, Bob Wilhelm Passes Away 

Paula Lynn Ruby
President, Chesapeake Region

Junior C.R. Member Elizabeth Bodvin Reminds Her 
Supporters To Continue Collecting 'Pop-Top' Tabs
 Reigning Miss Pennsylvania High School Student, Ms Elizabeth 
Bodvin will be collecting pop-top metal tabs until July of 2021. This is 
for the National Service Project Award. Elizabeth collected an amazing 
88,730 pop-top tabs last season!
 Elizabeth is the granddaughter of Gary and Paula Ruby of Man-
chester, Maryland, and is a resident of Hanover, Pa., where she re-
sides with her parents.

Activities Of Our Young Members

CANCELED: SEE PAGE 1
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The President’s Message
From Paula Ruby

Hello Chesapeake Members!

Fondly, 
    Paula

 I hope that this letter finds everyone in good health and getting out and about.

 As you will see in this newsletter, the Executive Board was able to meet in September, and a lot of 
important items were discussed. I hope you will pay attention to all the upcoming changes and events to 
finish out this crazy year. Let us all try to finish this year on a positive note, and consider participating in 
as many Club events as you feel comfortable in attending.

 I have been in contact with Divinity Lutheran Church where we hold our meetings 
and they are STILL NOT giving us permission to meet at the church. It does not look 
like we will have any more meetings for the remainder of this year. Going ahead for 
next year we might have to put into place a new plan for holding meetings.

 I have received our new contract for conducting the 2021 Collector Car Swap Meet, 
to be held on Saturday, March 13th at the Howard County Fairgrounds. With the way 
that everything has been cancelled this year, the Swap Meet for next year could be one 
of the biggest events that Chesapeake Region has ever held. The vendors have had a 
full year to accumulate more items to sell and they will be anxious to come and make 
some money. We will need to look at possible new ways to sell the food, to keep ev-

eryone safe. With the event primarily held outside, it is not any different than all the Carlisle area events 
that received permission to be held this year. So, everyone please mark your calendars for the Swap Meet 
next year. We will need everyone’s help.

 All members will soon be receiving six (6) 50150 raffle tickets to purchase or sell. The cost of the six 
tickets is $5.00. This will be for the drawing to be held at the 2021 Collector Car Swap Meet in March. Let 
us all do our part as members and purchase these tickets. If you would like more tickets just contact me.

 Please read over this newsletter closely, so that you understand all planned changes and are aware of 
all upcoming events. You would not want to miss out on anything.

 In closing I hope everyone is hanging in there and I hope to see you all real soon. 
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NOTICE: Advertisements by members are free, subject to available space, if in the interest of the club and 
its members, i.e., antique (AACA defined) vehicles, parts, literature, memorabilia and automotive tools and 
equipment. Free ads run for one month and must contain the name of a member. Business ads cost $35 
annually for a nominal business card size space in TWELVE monthly issues. For ad submission or renewal, 
contact the Advertising Manager: GARY RUBY, 410.239.3492, rubys55chevy@comcast.net

Steven B. Morgan
Agent/Broker

Ridgebrook Insurance Group
909 Ridgebrook Road, Suite 116

Sparks, MD 21152
Auto, Home, Business, Life Insurance

443-595-3100 X131 800-218-0098
www.ridgebrookins.com

Jack Anderson
-Certified Vehicle Appraiser-
Auto Appraisals MD, LLC

222 Ritterslea Court
Owings Mills, MD 21117

 
(410) 363.7088 (home office)
(410) 916.4278 (cell phone)

jack@autoappraisalsmd.com
www.autoappraisalsmd.com

Pipe Creek Trading Company
Sales of antique and classic cars

Car Repairs
Appraisals

3559 Old Taneytown Rd.
Taneytown, Md 21787

Tel: 410-756-1500
Email: cars@verizon.net

8 Winter Ave 
Glen Rock, PA 17327
P: 717-428-1305
F: 717-235-4428

www.alprueittandsons@verizon.net

Driving Passion for Excellence

www.alprueittandsons@verizon.net

Complete Restoration 
of

Antique, Hot Rods
& Classic Vehicles

Howard Kelly, Jr.
717.630.0776

410.409.7384 Cell
jalopyjunior@comcast.net

Hershey, Pennsylvania
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swer presentation was solved when the Ruby’s volunteered the use of 
one of their large garages. 
 The route had to be modified again, but this time it was reversed! Since 
the presentation and directions and questions were almost finished, it be-
came a matter of determining which clues would work going in a differ-
ent direction, reversing all the turns, and redoing the photos as necessary! 
Nancy and I started on this while Phil and Shelly were on vacation, and the 
good news is that all has been finished. Several final runs to verify every-
thing as we get closer will make sure everything works out well. Be sure to 
check out the flyer and reservation form on the website and page 3. We are 
limited to 100 people altogether, so get your reservation in early!

 Continued from page 1, 'Poker Run'...

 The children in the pictures were doing the 'Hagerty Kids Pro-
gram'  at the 2020 Autumn Harvest Car Show. Supplies are provid-
ed to the regions by Hagerty Insurance Company.   
 Chesapeake member Chris Bodvin and student member Eliz-
abeth Bodvin assisted the children in going around and picking 
three vehicles that they liked.  Ribbon awards were given out to the 
picks that the kids liked.
 First place Kids Pick went to Jeff Hoffman with a 1971 Dodge 
Charger, Second place went to Dean Breeden with a 2014 Mus-
tang Super Cobra Snake and Third place went to Blain Brown 
with a 1972 Chevy Nova.

 We saw a nice young lady driving this entry level 1955 Pontiac two-door 
sedan onto the showfield. Unfortunatly, we didn’t get her name.

 Long time Chesapeake Region member, 'Ferd' Driver copped an award 
for his original 1955 DeSoto Sportsman hardtop. Ferd drives it everywhere!

 Larry Butcher says of his latest ride, a 1946 Ford Tudor, it’s no Lincoln 
Zephyer, but it is a Ford with a flathead V8. It’s a fun driver for sure!

 This 1955 Chevrolet Suburban wagon was a support vehicle for a racing 
team in Hanover, Pa.--All Buzz Diehl photos

 This original 1937 Ford Club Coupe belongs to current Director, Gary 
Wilmer who is also a past four-term President of Chesapeake Region!

 This late 40s  Chevrolet two-door sedanette looks very much stock until 
you see or hear the potent V8 under the hood!
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 Richard O’Steen’s flawless 1965 Pontiac GTO convertible wins 'Best In Show' at the 2020 Autumn Harvest Collector Car Show in Manchester, Mary-
land on September 26. As mentioned, the car is flawless inside, outside, engine bay, trunk and under carriage. To say it has 'eyes' is an understatement.

 We believe this to be a 1962 Studebaker Lark two-door hardtop. It is a 
very nice original automobile with a factory V8 and automatic.

 This was very nice, clean, high-option Chevrolet Camaro.

 Above, is the 'BEST IN SHOW' award that Richard O'Steen won for his 
l965 Pontiac GTO Convertible.

 This powerful looking International truck from the late 30s is probably 
capable of floating with those oversize tires.
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DATE   DAY TIME   EVENT      LOCATION
     
     OCTOBER 
30-4    Wed-Sun    Fall Carlisle      Carlisle, PA
 3     Sat 9-2   Treasured Motor Cars Open House    Shrewsbury, PA
11     Sun Day   Fall Foliage tour: Flight 93 Memorial   Shanksville, PA
25     Sun    POKER RUN      Balto/Carroll Counties
27     Sun 10-4   Jerry’s Chevrolet Annual Car Show    Towson, MD
     NOVEMBER
6-7     Sat 9-3   AACA Eastern Fall Meet (SEE PAGE 1)   Gettysburg, PA
 8     Sun    Membership Banquet Friendly Farm Restaurant  Upperco, MD
     DECEMBER 
5-6    Sat-Sun 9-7   East Coast Indoor Nationals    Timonium Fairgrounds
 8     Sun    Baltimore Mayor’s Christmas Parade (SEE PAGE 1)  CANCELED
      ----
Fourth Fridays    Amish Market Cruise-In     Shrewsbury, MD
Saturday Evenings    Lost in the 50s Cruise-In Harundale Mall,    Glen Burnie, MD
Saturday Mornings    Hunt Valley Cars and Coffee    Hunt Valley Towne Ctr
3rd Saturday  4-8   Harford Winery Cruise In     Forest Hill, MD

By Harry Wilhelm
Chesapeake Region, AACA

 During the summer of 1984, my brother asked me if l was interested 
in purchasing a Chrysler convertible as one of the former business part-
ners in a firm that he worked with in the early 1970’s had recently in-
formed him that he was considering selling a 1967 Imperial. Since I had 
seen the vehicle on several occasions when my brother was associated 
with that business and knowing that the owner always had driven top-
of-the-line Chryslers, Imperials or New Yorkers; I told my brother to 
set up an appointment for me to go look at the vehicle. In the 1970’s the 
owner spent the week in Baltimore and would commute every weekend 
to Cumberland to be with his family, however, he later moved the fami-
ly to the Guilford area in Baltimore City and got involved in some of the 
agencies of the Baltimore City government.
 In recent years he had purchased other Chrysler vehicles and the 
convertible got limited use. I went to see the convertible, which was 
originally painted gold; but somewhere along the way the owner had 
painted it red. He stated that he had developed quite an interest in this 
particular red color and after experiencing three vandalism slashings of 
the convertible top, he decided to have the car painted when the third 
new top was installed. Hopefully, this would change his luck.
 At the time I met with the owner to inspect the convertible he men-
tioned that a friend of his son, a member of the Dupont family from 
Delaware, had expressed an interest in it and had been assured they 
would have first choice on the car if it was ever sold. I made an offer on 
the vehicle with this understanding and approximately two months lat-
er was informed that since the other party was dragging their feet and 
had failed to come up with an offer, my offer was accepted.
 I took delivery on August 1, 1984 with 69,437 miles on the odometer 
and it passed inspection with only a few minor corrections. The car was 
driven with regular tags until it became eligible for historic tags, which 
in this situation was 20 years due to its limited production of less than 
1,000 units. Only 577 Imperial convertibles were produced and I was 

never was able to find out how many were produced with the 440 spe-
cial order factory engine option.
 Several years later, there was a five-page feature article in “Cars and 
Parts” magazine on the “1967 Imperial Convertible” which indicated 
that the Imperial price was more than $1,000 above the Cadillac and 
the overall length exceeded the Cadillac. A copy of that article has been 
furnished to our newsletter editor should you desire to read it. Also, 
the information in the “Comparison Table - 1967 Imperial and Cadillac 
Convertibles” is listed on page 6 for your reference.
 In the spring of 1996, I sold the vehicle to a gentleman in the Essex area 
of Baltimore County who had the car inspected to obtain regular tags 
and who will use the vehicle quite frequently. He has a niece who lives in 
the Cumberland area, and again the convertible is making these trips. At 
the time I sold the convertible in March 1996, the odometer reading was 
73,114; which indicates the limited use of only 3,677 miles over eleven and 
half years or an average of 320 miles per year. Wherever I displayed the 
vehicle, shows or parades, people were amazed by its size and stylish lines.
 I hated to part with the convertible, but the 440 engine needed more use 
than I gave it and the opportunity to give it a good home with a Chrysler 
enthusiast where it would see frequent use was the deciding factor. The ride 
was equal to my modern Lincoln, but the gas mileage was another story.

 From Out Of The Past...
JANUARY 1997

 Harry Wilhelm’s 1967 Imperial Convertible with the factory spe-
cial 440 c.i., engine option.--Photo by the owner
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NOVEMBER 1995Henry Ford’s First Fifty Years
 EDITOR’S NOTE: Automobile mogul Henry Ford, Sr., was a complex 
man. Much of what has been written about Mr. Ford is as an adult. This 
article begins when Henry was a child on his father’s Michigan farm. Henry 
had a proclivity for machines. His natural ability to repair things is noted in 
the following piece. Did you know that Henry had a unique ability to repair 
watches at a very young age? His childhood was also the beginning of his sense 
of fairness. He believed that businesses and companies had a responsibility 
to treat their customers fairly. Businesses large and small should be allowed 
to make a profit, but not allowed to ‘gouge’ customers. Some of their profits 
should be used to support the greater good of all people. Reprinted from An-
tique Automobile Magazine, September-October 2000--Bill Wurzell

By Terry L. Ridgley
 Henry Ford was born on his father’s farm near Dearborn, Michigan, 
on July 30, 1864. He was the first son of William and Mary Litigot Ford, 
who named him after William’s older brother. William Ford was born 
in Ireland in 1827 and, in 1847, came to this country with his brother, 
Henry Ford. William Ford settled near Dearborn, Michigan, and worked 
on a farm as a hired hand until he saved enough money to buy his own 
farm. After he bought his 40-acre plot, he married his former employer’s 
adopted daughter, Mary Litigot, and built a four-room, two-story frame 
house. William Ford believed in hard work and thought farm life the best 
life a man could lead. Mary Litigot’s parents were of Dutch and Scandina-
vian desent. She prided herself in keeping a spotless house, and she had 
no trouble in keeping herself busy. Unfortunately, she died when Henry 
was 15. Mrs. Flaherty, cousin of the Ford’s, lived with them until Henry’s 
younger sister was old enough to take over the household chores.
 Henry went to school in a one-room country schoolhouse. The ma-
jor textbook he used was McGuffie’s Reader. It contained proverbs, 
spelling lessons, and basic fundamentals of English. Henry didn’t like 
school; the things he found in the textbooks didn’t answer the questions 
he wondered about. Henry Ford quit school at the age of 13.
Henry was fascinated by steam as a very young boy. He liked to take the 
lid off the teakettle at home and watch the steam condense. He won-
dered what would happen if the steam couldn’t get out of the kettle, so 
one day, when he was alone, he tied the kettle shut and put it on the fire. 
The kettle, of course, exploded and broke a window, scalded Henry, and 
put a gash in his head. Henry was amazed at the power of steam. 
 One day his father brought home a peddle-driven sewing machine. 
This was quite a luxury for the Ford family and they were quite disgust-
ed when Mr. Ford couldn’t get it working. Henry, then only 8 years old, 
took over and in no time had the machine working perfectly. He kept 
the machine in repair and Mrs. Ford got many years of sewing out of it.
His interest in machines was also shown one day when he and his father 
were going into Dearborn. They passed a portable steam engine, used 
at that time for cutting timber, running threshing machines, and other 
such jobs, and Henry made his father stop their wagon so he could talk 
to the driver. He asked the man all about the machine, and it seemed 
that Henry knew about as much about it as the man who was operating 
it. Henry’s fascination with steam power led him, in later years, to build 
his own portable steam engine. While he lived on his own farm with 
his wife, he was a salesman and repairman for an engine company in 
Detroit that manufactured portable steam engines.
 Another incident, which shows Ford’s curiosity and ingenuity as a 
child, was the damming up of Roulo Creek. Henry had several of his 
friends, Edsel Ruddiman, Will Bennett, Ronnie Field, and John Rud-
diman, build a dam while he rigged up a paddle-wheel connected to a 
coffee grinder. The force of the water was strong enough to make the 
coffee grinder work. He had plans to build a bigger dam that could do 
even more work. His idea backfired, though, because water from the 
dam had backed up and flooded a neighbors cellar, ruining his pota-
toes. The man was John Miller and he was very angry. He demanded the 
boys tear up the dam and not build another dam. In later years Henry 
owned a factory on the River Rouge, which Roulo Creek empties into.

 John Shenton, Jr's 1916 Model T 'Huckster' pickup truck. John has 
owned this vehicle for over fifty years!--Buzz Diehl photo

 Henry Ford was, for some unknown reason, a genius with watch-
es. One day when he was at church, he heard a friend bragging about 
the new watch he had. Henry looked at Will Bennett’s watch and 
noticed that it wasn’t running. Henry was convinced he could repair 
the watch, so the two boys skipped the rest of the church service so 
Henry could work on the watch. Henry, only 15, had the watch run-
ning perfectly in less than an hour. Soon he was repairing watches 
for all his neighbors, at no charge. His only tools were a screwdriver 
he had filed from a nail, a pair of tweezers fashioned from a corset 
stay, and a pair of knitting needles. 
 Henry not only did not charge money for his repair work, but he 
also picked up and delivered the watches he worked on. One evening, 
while he was delivering a watch, it stormed and washed a bridge out. 
Henry’s return home, he didn’t see the bridge was out and he plunged 
right into the water, almost drowning. When Henry’s father heard of this, 
he told Henry to start charging for his work or to give it up, and besides, 
he almost killed one of William’s best horses. Henry felt he got enough 
satisfaction from working on watches without being paid for doing it.
 Henry decided that since his father thought his interest in machinery 
was nonsense and because he had a desire to be around and learn about 
machinery, he left home. He was 16 years old when he set out for Detroit.
When Henry arrived in Detroit, he found a job with the James Flower 
and Company, General Machinist, for $2.50 per week. This was one of 
the better shops in Detroit that manufactured steam engines, as well 
as doing machine work. The room he found to live was going to cost 
$3.50 a week so, other than take a cheaper room, he began looking for 
a second job. He found one working at a watch repair shop at $2.00 a 
week, working from 7 pm until 11 pm in the evenings. In the meantime, 
Henry’s father had located him and tried to persuade him to return to 
the farm. Henry refused.
 Henry’s salary at the machine shop had been raised to $3.00 per 
week, but after 9 months he quit and went to work at the Dry Dock En-
gine Company for 50 cents less a week. The Dry Dock Company was the 
largest in Detroit and manufactured only steam marine engines. Henry 
finished his apprenticeship in considerably less than the regular three 
years and became road expert for Westinghouse Portable Steam En-
gines. His job was to install, repair, and teach others how to run steam 
engines. During this time he had received a letter from his sister saying 
 Continue to page 11...'Henry Ford'
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Director at Large: Gary Wilmer 
52 North Houcksville Road, Hampstead, MD 21074, C-443.340.7690, 
wilmervicky@gmail.com
Director at Large: Tom Young
613 McHenry Road, Baltimore, MD 21208, H-410.653.3108, 
tbirdtoms60@verizon.net
Activities Chairman: Philip Hack
1125 Greenway Road, Cockeysville, MD  21030
H-410.292.3656, Phack126@gmail.com

 Elected & Appointed Officers For 2020
Elected positions make up the Executive Board of the Club with full voting rights:

,
SUNSHINE REPORT:

FUTURE MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS ?
Watch our website for more information
DIVINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

1220 Providence Road 
Towson, MD 21286

Approximately one mile north of  I-695 
on Providence Road in Towson

Like us on Facebook @ Chesapeake Region AACA
SOCIAL MEDIA

 The Chesapeake Bulletin is published monthly and is the official 
newsletter of the Chesapeake Region AACA. Articles and comments are 
welcome and should be sent to the editor, Bill Wurzell at: 54desotose-
dan@gmail.com, telephone: 410.750.0056 by the 15th of the month for 
inclusion in the current month’s edition. All ads must be submitted to Ad-
vertising Manager, Gary Ruby at: rubys55chevy@comcast.net, telephone: 
410.239.3492. If you have not received your copy of the Bulletin, contact 
the editor or any club officer. Event photos courtesy of Harold and Barb 
Diehl, Paula and Gary Ruby; Philip Hack, and Bill Wurzell; proofreaders: 
Harold Diehl and Lynn Horn. Photos are subject to Copyright ©.
  Reprinting of articles and photos is permitted provided due credit is 
given to this publication, the author and photographer.
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By: Margaret Werneth

 I sent sympathy cards to Barbara 
Clinton for the passing of her Father, 
Bob Wilhelm and to Bob’s brother, 
Harry Wilhelm.
      --Margaret  

Chief Judge: Norman Heathcote 
305 Gwynnbrook Avenue, Owings Mills, MD 21117
H-410.356.3459, cell: 410.227.2040, email: vvomllc@hotmail.com
Technical Chairman: Gary Ruby 
2332 Mt. Ventus Road #1, Manchester, MD 21102-1128, 
H-410.239.3492, C-410.299.3887, rubys55chevy@comcast.net
Publicity & Website Administrator: Harold ‘Buzz’ Diehl 6514 Ma-
plewood Road, Baltimore, MD 21212, H-410.377.5265,  
hdiehl60@hotmail.com
Sunshine/AACA Reporter:  Margaret Werneth
9701 Oak Summit Avenue, Parkville, MD 21234,
H-410.668.3749,  jfdesoto@aol.com
Historian: Walter E. 'Chip' Miller, 209 Cinder Road, Timonium, MD 
21093, 443.681.0236 walteremiller@msn.com       
Chesapeake Region Bulletin Editor: Bill Wurzell, 
8801 Bosley Road, Suite 104, Ellicott City, MD 21043, H-410.750.0056 
C-410.245.7164 54desotosedan@gmail.com
Program Director: Jackson L. Anderson, Jr., 222 Ritterslea Court
Owings Mills, MD 21117, 410.363.7088 chev565041@comcast.net
Refreshments: Nancy Mattheu, Coordinator 20600 York Road 
Parkton, MD. 21120, H-410.357.8481--twirlingmemere@comcast.net

 As of June 8, 2020 the following MDOT MVA branch of-
fices will be open to customers by APPOINTMENT ONLY: 
Allegany (Cumberland/LaVale).....Frederick (Frederick)
Anne Arundel (Glen Burnie).....Harford (Bel Air)
Baltimore City  (Reisterstown Road)..... Howard (Columbia)
Baltimore County (Essex).....Montgomery (Gaithersburg and White Oak) 
Carroll (Westminster).....Prince George’s (Largo)
Cecil (Elkton).....St. Mary’s (Loveville)
Charles (Waldorf).....Talbot (Easton)
Washington (Hagerstown).....Wicomico (Salisbury)
 Vehicle Emissions stations remain closed, however customers can use 
one of the 24-hour VEIP self-serve kiosks in the meantime.
 To make an appointment visit our Central Scheduling System .
 Transactions that will be available for scheduling include:

• learner’s permits
• commercial driving tests

• non-commercial driving tests,
• renewing driver’s license and identification cards and 

• title work.

 DO NOT FORGET THE: 
chespeake region

poker run
Sunday October 25, 2020

Read the latest news on page 1
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 Henry Ford Sr., died on April 7, 1947. Above is a 1947 Ford 
DeLuxe convertible, that belongs to Ken and Sally Stevenson. This 
car would have been in production or one like it on the day Henry 
passed. This vehicle is ‘light’ years away from Henry’s Model T and 
even the early Model A. The famous f lathead V8 engine was first 
used in the Model A beginning in 1932.--Bill Wurzell photo

his brother was sick, his father had met with an accident, and the hired 
hands wouldn’t stay on, so after living in Detroit for several years, he 
returned to his father’s farm. Several days after Henry had returned, he 
had things running smoothly on the farm and he began experimenting 
on a steam tractor. The engine had one cylinder, a bore of 3 inches, and 
a 3 3/4-inch stroke. The tractor ran only 40 feet, but Henry felt he had 
learned much from his experiment.
 While Henry was living on the farm, he became interested in a 
popular young lady, Miss Clara Bryant. He courted Miss Bryant for 
about 2 years, and they married in April of 1888. Before Henry was 
married, his father had given him 40 acres of land. Henry cleared the 
land (making use of a portable steam engine) and built a house before 
he proposed to Miss Bryant. The couple had one son, Edsel, who be-
came president of the Ford Motor Company. Edsel Ford died May 26, 
1943, of stomach ulcers. (A recent three-part series on The History 
Channel proclaimed his ailment as stomach cancer.)
 On Henry’s own farm he used as much machinery as he possibly 
could. He traded cattle successfully and he represented the Buckeye 
Harvester Company as a salesman and representative. In his spare 
time he constructed light portable steam engines. While on the farm, 
his ambition was 'to take farm drudgery from flesh and blood and 
lay it on steel and machines,' but as he experimented he found that 
people were more interested in a machine that would travel along the 
road and take them somewhere.
 After living on the farm for several years, Henry decided to move 
to Detroit. Henry had no trouble finding a job. He took a job with the 
Edison Illuminating Company for $45.00 a week. After working for the 
Edison Company for a few weeks, his pay was raised to $75.00 a week, 
and after 9 months he was appointed chief engineer at $125.00 a week. 
For the latter nineteenth century this was a very high salary. In 1899 
the electric company offered to make him general superintendent, 
provided he quit experimenting with his horseless carriage. Henry re-
fused, and on August 15, 1899, he quit his job so he could devote more 
time experimenting on his gasoline engine. Later in the year 1899, he 
took a job as chief engineer of the Detroit Auto Company (later known 
as Cadillac). He resigned in 1902 because of difficulties he had with 
the stockholders. He felt they were interested in only making money. 
Henry thought the basic aim of any manufacturer should be to make a 
good product, not a huge profit. In the next year he devoted his time to 
studying business conditions and working on his car.
 Henry Ford was introduced to the internal combustion engine 
while working in Detroit (before his marriage) through the magazine:

'World Of Science.' The magazine was running a series of articles 
on an Englishman who was working on an internal combustion en-
gine that ran on illuminating gas. The Englishman, Otto, perfected 
his engine in 1883. Henry was very interested in the engine, even 
though he concluded it was impractical. He followed its develop-
ment the best he could and found that the illuminating gas could 
be replaced with gasoline. In 1885 the Eagle Iron Works of Detroit 
installed an Otto engine, but after using it for several days it broke 
down. Ford was called in to see if he could repair the engine. Henry 
repaired it and through the process he learned a great deal about the 
principle of the engine. Eight years later Henry Ford built an engine, 
on the Otto principle, that had four cylinders, a 3-inch bore, 3 3/4-
inch stroke, and ran on gasoline.
 Henry worked on his horseless carriage in his workshop at his 
house in the evenings and late into the night. He seldom got over 
a couple of hours of sleep, but he never complained of being tired. 
The main problems he encountered in perfecting his machine were 
making and breaking the spark, cutting down on engine weight (and 
the weight of the whole car), and finding material. He completed 
his first car in April of 1893. Henry’s first car had bicycle tires and 
was powered by a 2-cylinder internal combustion engine that ran 
on gasoline. It had a 2 1/2 inch bore, a 6-inch stroke, and developed 
4 horsepower. The car had two gears, a low that developed 10 miles 
an hour and a high that developed 20 miles an hour. Immediately 
after he got his car running, he tested it on the street in front of his 
house (it was about 4 am) and for several weeks after that he drove it 
occasionally on the streets of Detroit to learn some of the problems 
and how to correct them. Henry tested and improved on his first car 
for three years and then sold it to Charles Ainsly for $200, which he 
used to buy material for his second car that he started work on im-
mediately. Many years later he bought back his first car for $100 and 
it became one of his most prized possessions.
 Henry Ford was involved in what has been called the first automo-
bile accident, even though he owned the only car in Detroit. One day 
he was driving through the streets and a bicycle rider, startled by the 
car, rode in front of him. The bicycle  landed under the car, but the rid-
er was not injured. There was much resentment against Henry and his 
car, he was required to obtain a special license from the mayor allow-
ing him to use the city streets. People who rode horses didn’t like the 
car because it frightened their horses. Farmers claimed its loud noise 
made their hens quit laying and their cows quit giving milk.
 Ford’s second car was much like his first only lighter and he had 
built a third that was much better than either of the first two. In order 
to gain publicity for his car, he entered into auto racing. In Ford’s first 
race, he challenged Alexander Winton, the national track champion, 
to a race. Everyone thought Winton was sure to win, so when Ford 
came out in front, they knew he could build a good car. Ford ran a 
2-cylinder engine and lowered the national record for a mile to 1 min-
ute, 1 1/5 seconds. In 1903, Tom Cooper, a mechanic, helped Ford 
build two race cars, the '999' and the Rocket, both 4-cylinder models. 
They hired Barney Oldfield, a professional bicycle rider, to drive the 
two cars. Oldfield lowered the record for a mile several times in the 
two cars, once down to an unbelievable 55 4/5 seconds. In the first 
race “999” was in, it finished a half mile ahead of the car that finished 
second. The races had done just what Ford had wanted them to do. 
They advertised the fact that Ford could build the fastest car in the 
United States.
 On June 17, 1903, after winning several races, the Ford Motor Com-
pany was organized and incorporated under Michigan laws,  for an 
authorized capital of $100,000. Henry Ford held 255 shares (25.5%) of 
the stock, and he contributed the right to manufacture his car. Ford’s 
initial investment in the venture was $7,000.
 The initial stockholders in the company were Alexander M. Mal-
colmson, a coal dealer, who received 255 shares for his investment of 
$7,000; John S. Gray, a candy manufacturer, who received 125 shares 
.for his investment of $3,000; and Hames Couzens, a clerk for Malcol-

 Continued from page 9, 'Henry Ford'...

 Continued in November, 2020 edition...
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