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So Long 2020...Hello 2021!
By Bill Wurzell, Editor
The Chesapeake Bulletin

What a long strange trip 2020 has been, and
it was only one year! Of course we are far from
being out of the woods. However, it is reassuring to know that we now have vaccines that
will help wipe out the Covid-19 pandemic. We
have been slammed by a pandemic the likes of
which haven’t been
seen in this nation
since the pandemic
of 1918-1919. That
pandemic was the
deadliest in the 20th
century. It infected
about 500 million
people and killed at
least 50 million, including 675,000 citizens in the United
States. While scientific knowledge of
viruses and vaccine
development has advanced greatly since
then, the uncertainty
felt around the world
today would have
been familiar a century ago.
The bottom line
is this pandemic
played havoc with
everyone in the
world. Most everyone knew someone that contracted
Covid-19 and even
died from it or was
left with lingering
aftereffects long after they recovered.
During 2020 and the Covid-19 pandemic,
jobs were lost, business closed, some for good.
Citizens of every income strata were negatively
affected. I point this out because I’m about to
lament the effect the pandemic had on Chesapeake Region, its programs and activities.
At the beginning of 2020, we were all excited because 2020 was the 65th anniversary of

Chesapeake Region, and we had big plans!
Those plans included a paddle wheel riverboat cruise on the Choptank River, Eastern
Shore. The boat cruise was going to include
a crab feast provided by the famous 'Suicide
Bridge' restaurant. Part of the cost of this was
going to be subsidized by the club. So the cost
for members was only $25 each. The bus ride
over and back was included 'what a bargain!'

This was announced very early in the new year
and was sold out before the end of February.
Our members know a good thing when they
see it. Sadly, the coronavirus showed up in
March and the 65th celebration got pushed
further into the year from the July 15 date we
originally set. It ultimately was canceled after
two postponements. That’s when we all began

to understand what the word 'pandemic'
really meant. It was going to change a lot of
other things for the members of Chesapeake
Region. It quickly followed that our monthly
membership meetings were soon to be curtailed at Divinity Lutheran Church. We only
had a couple early meetings in the new year
and then none.
Thankfully, we did manage to sneak in
a few board meetings and keep the
business of the club
moving along.
Year 2020 wasn’t all
gloom and doom. We
had a spectacular first
ever awards show at the
Fire Museum of Maryland in Lutherville.,
Lots of folks showed
up. AACA events in
Allentown and the
Eastern Fall Nationals
meet in Hershey, Pa.,
both wound up at the
Gateway Center in
Gettysburg, Pa. AACA
officials designated CR
President Paula Ruby
as Chairperson of the
Eastern Fall meet to be
held on November 7.
2020. Paula dialed up
a gorgeous weekend
of weather. Our members showed up at both
events and helped
make them successful.
Other highlights
during 2020: The Autumn Harvest Car
Show, in Manchester,
WPC Public Domain Image
Maryland, the popular tour of the Flight 93 National Memorial
crash site in Shanksville, Pennsylvania, and
the well-attended ‘Poker Run’ planned and
executed by Vice President, Al Zimmermann;
Activity Director, Phil Hack; Director at Large,
Gary Wilmer; Secretary, Tom Dawson; and
Technical Director Gary Ruby.
In 2021 we have nowhere to go but up!

THE CHESAPEAKE BULLETIN          PAGE 2					   JANUARY 2021
Frank Family Matriarch, Mabel Frank
Passed Away, December 4, 2020

Mabel Frank with some guy from up north.
If ever one woman dedicated herself so completely to the Chesapeake Region Club, it is Mable
Frank. In the historic register of this organization,
Mable occupies a very special place all her own.
While reviewing the oceans of information pertaining to the Chesapeake club, we found that Mable is
a singular shining thread woven through the tapestry of its lifetime. At every turn, we found Mable in
photographs, both in front of and behind the camera. She frequently contributed delightfully written
articles to the monthly bulletin and she offered her
services whenever and wherever help was needed.
On a warm autumn afternoon when the leaves
were just turning to gold, Mable invited Craig and
me to her home near Ellicott City where she has
lived her entire life. We sat for hours and listened
to her stories about the club and her family’s commitment to its prosperity. Her brother, Burgoyne,
whose name was the maiden name of his paternal grandmother, was a charter member. Burgoyne
worked at the Westinghouse Corporation where he
established a friendship with founder Willard Prentice. As they say, “the rubber hit the road” from that
point, and not only Burgoyne, but the entire Frank
Family gave their hearts and souls to the club.
We have seen Mable and Burgoyne’s mother,
Edna “MOM” Frank, in many a photograph, dressed
in beautiful period attire. Mable says that Mom’s outfits are still in the house, packed away in the attic. I
would love to see those dresses again! Mable’s brother, Ed, and his wife Dorothy, are also long-standing
members of the club.--Mary Whitcraft Reprinted
from the 2015, 60th Anniversary Book.

Mabel with then President of Chesapeake Region, Gary Wilmer. Mabel was 'guest of honor at
an annual banquet at Friendly Farm Restaurant.

For many years, Matriarch Mabel Frank and her clan piled into the family’s 1911 Buick Brass Era
Touring car and led the parade every summer at the Howard County Fair. Standing, on the right
side of the car is Mabel’s brother Ed, in front of him is his late wife, Dorothy, Mabel is in front of her.
John Frank is at the steering wheel. Mabel was a paid-up member of Chesapeake Region when she
passed away on December 4, 2020. Buzz Diehl photo

Pictured above are four Charter members of Chesapeake Region. The picture was taken on November 17, 1989. From left to right: Frank Viers, Burgoyne Frank (Mabel’s brother), Raymond White
and Willard Prentice. Mabel, her brother Burgoyne, used to dress in period attire as other members
did and drive Burgoyne’s Brass Era 1911 Buick touring car to various functions of Chesapeake Region. Burgoyne once challenged a jockey ridden thoroughbred and a University of Maryland track
team member to a race at Laurel Park, on October 30, 1977. The 1911 Buick driven by Burgoyne
Frank won the race!--Reprinted from the 2015, 60th Chesapeake Region Anniversary Book.
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New Members, Lewis and Kathy Bearden Pleased To AACA Annual Meeting In
Receive 1st Junior In Class 25D, At Special Fall Nationals Philadelphia Postponed
By Bill Wurzell, Editor
The Chesapeake Bulletin
Lew and Kathy Bearden of Pasadena, Maryland were delighted that their lovely 1992 Jaguar XJS
V12 convertible won 1st place for Class 25D, 1st Junior at the displaced Special Fall Nationals at the
Gateway Center complex in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, November 7, 2020. The Beardens recently
joined Chesapeake Region. The Special Fall Nationals was developed to replace the Eastern Fall
Nationals, held annually in Hershey, Pa., because of the Covid-19 pandemic, plaguing the nation.
Prior to the Gettysburg event, the Beardens Jaguar appeared in the Kent Island Yacht Club
show on October 18, 2020.
The Beardens have owned the XJS for a little over three years and are only the second owners.
They’ve had it in several shows, but the show in Gettysburg was the first time it was judged. The
couple are Jaguar aficionados and have owned four Jaguars over the last 25 years. Lewis currently
has a 2006 Jaguar XJ8L that is a daily driver.

Lewis and Kathy Beardens' 1992 Jaguar XJS V12 convertible has tan interior and top, color is
Flamenco Red, the V12 motor displaces 5.3 liters. Only the top and radio are not original to the car.

No, this is not a photo of a Jaguar V12 convertible 'lifted' from a Jaguar print ad! It was taken at
the Kent Island Yacht Club car show in October of 2020.

Until April 15-17, 2021

Not much was posted on the AACA website regarding the 2021 Annual Convention in
Philadelphia. There was information that the
convention has been postponed from February 11-13, 2021 until April 15-17, 2021.
The annual gathering will apparently be held
at the same hotel in downtown Philadelphia.

Alfred State College
Student AACA Club
Wellsville, New York

Some of the students enrolled in the Automotive program at Alford State College are standing and sitting, on the 1953 Dodge Power Wagon tow-truck, wrecker that has been an ongoing
project vehicle.
Antique Automobile Club of America is
alive and well at the Wellsville, NY, campus of
ASC, Alfred State College. Alfred is ranked as
one of the top associate and bachelor degree
automotive programs in the Northeast.
With the guidance of Professor Mike Ronan,
students gathered outdoors following safety
protocols with masks and individual temperature checks of all attendees by the college
nurse, an avid classic car enthusiast.
Glen Cole, an HVAC instructor who has been
an AACA member since 1964, joined the meeting,
as well as AACA member Jim Claire, of the sponsoring Chemung Valley Region. Jim explained
the many benefits of AACA student membership
to the incoming freshmen. Jeff Mahl brought his
1929 Model A Ford Roadster pickup and explained
the wide range of vehicles AACA members have.
Jeff also referred to the ASC student X-Cup Team
participation in the Great Race over several years,
with Alfred’s iconic 1953 Dodge Power Wagon
Wrecker. The Power Wagon has been featured at
several AACA Eastern Fall shows in Hershey.
Alfred State is among the largest on-campus
AACA student organizations in the country,
offering a great opportunity for the next generation to expand their knowledge and interest
in collector cars!--EDITOR'S NOTE: The above
article is reprinted from the September 2020 edition of AACA Speedster. It was written by Jeff
Mahl who also autographed Joanne Day's Book,
about the Great Race of 1908, Page 6.
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Hello Chesapeake Members!

The President’s Message
From Paula Ruby

I

hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday season, no matter how different it might have been for you this year. As we
begin planning our Chesapeake Region activities for this new year, let us also all take some time to reflect on our year 2020.
I think of those members who have passed in 2020. We have lost some of our longtime members who will truly be
missed. I hope that their families are doing well and would ask the membership to reach out to them. A quick phone
call or a short note would let them know that we are thinking of them.
Our Chesapeake Region members were still able to finish year 2020 with a great event. On Saturday, December 13th
we traveled to Hanover, Pennsylvania to participate in a Toys for Tots rally at the Winebrenner
Motor Service motorcycle shop. At a recent Board meeting, we approved funds to purchase
bicycles and helmets to donate to this worthy charitable organization. The Club subsequently
purchased and donated six bicycles and six helmets to make some children’s Christmas a little
happier. Look for the article on the day’s activities in this edition of the newsletter.
Your membership dues to National AACA are due by the end of January. Please send your
check directly to AACA Headquarters in the amount of $45.00 and please let Vicky Wilmer
know that you have paid them. The new address for the headquarters building is 800 W. Hershey Park Drive, Hershey, PA. 17033. Keep in mind that there WILL NOT be any Chesapeake
Region membership renewal dues for year 2021.
Now, let’s all get geared up for year 2021. Due to continuing pandemic concerns, we still have been unable to schedule any of our monthly membership meetings at the Divinity Lutheran Church, so other options will be considered
if this continues. We have a contract with the Howard County Fairgrounds for conducting our Annual Collector Car
Swap Meet on March 13th and as always, we will need the volunteer services of our many Chesapeake Region members to make it an anticipated great success. Our 65th anniversary Eastern Shore river cruise and crab feast, postponed
from 2020 due to pandemic concerns has been rescheduled to September 2021. We anticipate those concerns to have
diminished and that everyone can enjoy the event.
The Board will be meeting on Sunday, January 3rd at my house to plan our event calendar for the year 2021. On the
agenda also will be discussion of the Chief Judge position. With the passing of Norm Heathcote, we will need to fill
this Board position. If possibly interested in volunteering for the Chief Judge position, please give me a call so we can
discuss the duties required. Another item on the agenda for the meeting will be discussion of the Chesapeake Region
conducting a Memorial Car Show in honor of Norm. His son Bradley and family have suggested holding the event in
May at the Manchester Carnival grounds, where we have our Autumn Harvest Collector Car Show. I will be contacting
the Fire Company to see what arrangements can be made to have the show. With the help of Chesapeake Region and
Region 36 of the Early Ford V8 Club, we can make this happen.
On the National AACA calendar, the Annual Convention in Philadelphia, usually scheduled for early February, has
been postponed this year. It has now been rescheduled for April 15, 16, and 17th at the same Philadelphia hotel location. I will keep you updated on any further changes regarding the Annual Convention.
In closing, I wish everyone a Happy, Safe and Healthy 2021, and please be sure to keep up to date on all the latest
Chesapeake Region news by reading our newsletter: The Chesapeake Bulletin and visiting our website: https://chesapeakeaaca.org Also, remember you can always reach out to me if you need to know any Club information.
Please be careful out there. Keep following all the rules on social distancing, washing your hands, and wearing a
mask. I hope to see you all soon.

Fondly,
    Paula
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NOTICE: Advertisements by members are free, subject to available space, if in the interest of the club and
its members, i.e., antique (AACA defined) vehicles, parts, literature, memorabilia and automotive tools and
equipment. Free ads run for one month and must contain the name of a member. Business ads cost $35
annually for a nominal business card size space in TWELVE monthly issues. For ad submission or renewal,
contact the Advertising Manager: GARY RUBY, 410.239.3492, rubys55chevy@comcast.net

Steven B. Morgan

Agent/Broker
Ridgebrook Insurance Group
909 Ridgebrook Road, Suite 116
Sparks, MD 21152
Auto, Home, Business, Life Insurance
443-595-3100 X131 800-218-0098
www.ridgebrookins.com

Pipe Creek Trading Company
Sales of antique and classic cars
Car Repairs
Appraisals
3559 Old Taneytown Rd.
Taneytown, Md 21787
Tel: 410-756-1500
Email: cars@verizon.net

Complete Restoration
of
Antique, Hot Rods
& Classic Vehicles
Howard Kelly, Jr.
717.630.0776
410.409.7384 Cell
jalopyjunior@comcast.

Kurzmanns Automotive Brokerage
Services
We can help sell your Classic, Exotic or Muscle Car

WITHOUT IT LEAVING
THE GARAGE !

* International Exposure * 24/7 Marketing * Flat Fee

J. D. Kurzmann, Owner   Phone: 410.937.0719
email: jkurzmann@yahoo.com website: www.kurzmann autos.com

Jack Anderson
-Certified Vehicle Appraiser-

Auto Appraisals MD, LLC
222 Ritterslea Court
Owings Mills, MD 21117
(410) 363.7088 (home office)
(410) 916.4278 (cell phone)
jack@autoappraisalsmd.com
www.autoappraisalsmd.com

8 Winter Ave
Glen Rock, PA 17327
P: 717-428-1305
F: 717-235-4428
www.alprueittandsons@verizon.net

www.alprueittandsons@verizon.net

Driving Passion for Excellence
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Joanne Day Recalls A Trip To Louisville, Kentucky in 2010

By Bill Wurzell, Editor
The Chesapeake Bulletin
Member Joanne Day loaned me a small book about 'The Great Automobile Race' from New York to Paris in 1908. Joanne related that in
2010 she and her good friend and traveling companion, the late Read Van Zile motored south to Louisville in Joanne’s 1963 Ford Thunderbird
convertible, to attend a National AACA Event. Joanne and Read were encouraged to attend the show by their
friend and fellow member Ted Schnieder, who was the Chesapeake Bulletin Editor at the time. The show was
held in a huge Convention Center and had over 700 cars ‘underroof.’ According to Joanne, it was ‘spectacular.’
I was impressed with the book because it was autographed on the title page by the author, Jeff Mahl,
and dated: 3 July '10. Mr. Mahl is the great grandson of the recognized winner of
The Great Race of 1908, Mr. George Schuster.
Joanne related that there was a banquet held on Saturday evening for nearly 1,000 dinner guests. She said everybody was served in about ten minutes.
After the dinner, guests were free to attend different venues. Joanne and
Read chose to attend the seminar put on by Jeff Mahl. Joanne remembered
she thought it might be boring, but it wasn’t. Jeff Mahl’s PowerPoint Presentation was very interesting and included many photos of the Great Race of
1908. After the presentation she and Read spoke with Jeff Mahl and Joanne
purchased the book about the The Great Race.
The Great Race of 1908 was no small endeavor, the New York to Paris Race was an
automobile competition consisting of drivers attempting to travel from New York to
Paris. This was a considerable challenge given the state of automobile technology and
road infrastructure at the time. Only three of six contestants completed the course. The
winner was the American team, driving a 1907 Thomas Flyer automobile.
Another motivation for the winning American driver, George Schuster was to show that vehicles
manufactured in America were just as well made and reliable as their European counterparts. The race,
which was the first of its kind among automobiles, commenced in Times Square, New York City on
February 12, 1908. Six cars representing four nations were at the starting line for what would become a
169-day ordeal making it, in terms of time taken, still the longest motorsport event ever held.
Germany, France, Italy, and the United States participated, with the ‘Protos’ representing Germany,
and ‘Zust’ representing Italy, three cars (De Dion-Bouton, Motobloc, and Sizaire-Naudin) representing
France, and a Thomas Flyer representing the United States. At 11:15 AM a starter pistol shot signaled the
start of the race. Ahead of the competitors were very few paved roads, and in many parts of the world no
roads at all. Often, the teams resorted to straddling locomotive rails with their cars riding tie to tie on
balloon tires for hundreds of miles when no roads could be found.
The American Thomas Flyer was in the lead after crossing the United States and arriving in San Francisco in
41 days, 8 hours, and 15 minutes. It was the first crossing of the United States by an automobile in wintertime.
The route then took them to Valdez, Alaska, by ship. Then the Thomas crew found impossible
conditions in Alaska and the race was rerouted across the Pacific by steam ship to Japan where the Americans made their way
across to the Sea of Japan. Then it was on to Vladivostok, Siberia by ship to begin crossing the continents of Asia and Europe. Only
three of the competitors made it past Vladivostok; the Protos, the Zust, and the Flyer. The wet plains of Siberia and Manchuria
during the spring thaw made progress difficult. At several points, forward movement was often measured in feet rather than miles
per hour. Eventually, the roads improved as Europe approached and the Thomas arrived in Paris on July 30, 1908, to win having
covered approx 16,700 kilometers. The Germans, driven by Hans Koeppen, arrived in Paris four days earlier, but had been penalized a total of 30 days for not going to Japan and for shipping the Protos part of the way by railcar. That gave the win to the Americans, with George Schuster, the only American to go the full distance from New York to Paris by 26 days; still the largest winning
margin in any motorsport even ever! The Italians arrived in September 1908, a tad late.
The winning driver George Schuster was inducted into the Automotive Hall of Fame on October 12, 2010. The National Automobile Museum in Reno, Nevada still lists the winning Thomas Flyer as an exhibit.
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DECEMBER 1993

From out of the past...

By Betty E. Fisher
For those of you who haven’t already had the
pleasure of meeting her, I would like to introduce you at this time to [drum roll here, please]
'The Sleaze.' She is a 1952 Kaiser Manhattan,
and she has been a source of fun since the day
I got her. Her unusual paint job, plus her even
more unusual upholstery, have turned many a
head and caused many a smile.
The cover photo was taken by Willard Prentice at the club picnic at our place in Hanover
in June 1991. And I might add that it was Willard’s idea to use The Sleaze and her story for
my last issue of the Chesapeake Bulletin. When
I protested that people might not like it, I think
his exact words were, “So what are they gonna
do? Fire you?” He had a point.
The dark areas of the car on the cover photo
are bright red; the light ones are cotton-candy
pink. You can’t see her interior, but the front
and rear seats, and the rear deck, are covered
in mock leopard-skin throw covers.
I’ll never forget the first day I saw her. Dick
and I had gone to the show at St. Anthony’s of
Padua, and while we were there Dick said a
friend of his at work had spotted “an old car” in
the area but didn’t know what it was. Did I feel
like driving by to take a look? Sure, I told him,
let’s go. We found the place easily enough, and
there she sat. Under a tree, with sap and twigs
and leaves and mud all over her, and grass
growing halfway up her sides. She looked, well,
ugly is the only word I can think of right now.
I have since, of course, revised my opinion
considerably. Dick did a double-take when he
saw her, and he said, “Oh, my goodness, it’s a
Kaiser!” I did a double-take, too, but what I
said was, “My gosh, it’s pink and red!” We got
out and went closer.
The young man who owned her came out
to talk to us. We walked all around, puzzled
by the paint job. “Did they really paint them
like this?” I asked. Dick sort of flinched, but I
didn’t remember ever seeing a Kaiser before.
The owner said no, the car had been painted
like that for a movie.
“What movie?” I asked. “Cry Baby,” he replied, “with Johnny Depp and Tracey Lord.”
Dick flinched again; apparently he had seen
the movie. The car had been known affectionately on the set, the owner informed us, as
“The Sleaze Machine,” “The Pimpmobile,” and
various other not-so-nice names.
We walked around the car. I loved the heartshaped front and rear windows. She smelled
musty inside, but her Pearlite steering wheel
was perfect, which I later learned was very unusual. The steering wheel may be worth more
than the rest of the car. We walked around to

Betty E. Fisher stands in front of her 1952 Kaiser Manhattan. The car appeared in the John Waters directed movie, 'Cry Baby.' The car was painted red and pink. Willard Prentice photo
the back fenders and looked in through the seen driving her. To this day, he tells people he
rear window, the inside of which was framed wears a floppy hat and oversize shades when
in gold fringe about four inches long. There he has to ride in her so no one will recognize
was an assortment of items on the rear deck, him. Sometimes he tells people he rides in the
numerous long black combs (remember Kook- trunk. Someday I’m going to make him do it.
ie?), a pair of mostly unclothed Adam and Eve
We washed her and got the leaves, twigs,
dolls that swayed and rocked when the car and mud off, we waxed her and actually coaxed
moved, and what appeared to be a large thick a little shine out of her paint. As is common
pinky-white plastic puddle with two brown with movie paint jobs, hers was just a lick and
stones in it.
a promise, John Krupinsky didn’t paint The
“What is that?” I asked, looking at the puddle Sleaze, but since I got her to drive and have fun
and then at the owner. The young man blushed with, that didn’t bother me. What did bother
to the roots of his hair and began stammering. me was the way she shot through an intersec“Well uh, see, those are, I mean, like, uh, they tion while I had both feet jammed on the brake
sat there in the hot sun and I guess they, uh, on the way to Laurel. Dick told me that all Kaimelted, see, the movie company put them there sers are notoriously hard to stop. Heaven help
for the movie.” Then he took a deep breath and me, I believed him. One of these days....
said, “They were a pair of.. .” But he couldn’t
We have had a lot of fun with The Sleaze. We took
quite say it, so he held his cupped palms out her to Charlotte this summer, which was quite an
about a foot in front of his chest.
experience. That was eleven hundred miles of fun.
“Oh!”I finally made the connection. I took
We took her to Winfield for a two-day show
another look, then informed the young man and flea market put on by the Early Ford V-8
with a straight face, “That’s the best argument Club, and we took Bandit along for the weekagainst nude sunbathing I’ve ever seen.” He end (we stayed there in our trailer). Some of
blushed again.
you know my dog, 'Bandit.' He’s a little Jack
He didn’t blush, however, when he told us Russell terrier (mostly, anyway). Bandit is
how much he wanted for the car. We thanked basically white and has some black spots. He
him for his time and left. But I kept thinking loves to ride in the car, any car. He had a grand
about that red and pink car sitting under the time at Winfield, and he was one pooped little
tree, just needing someone to love it. I finally puppy by the time we were ready to leave. I put
told Dick that if we could get the guy to come him the car, knowing he’d be asleep in minutes,
down a little bit, I’d like to have the car. Now and stood outside talking to Josie O’Donnell.
picture this: After all the mongrel cars Dick has Josie looked in the car, looked again, then exbrought home, he had the nerve to look at me claimed in her only- Josie voice: ''My goodness
like I was crazy! I just set my teeth and dug in look at Bandit, he’s so ashamed to be seen in
my heels, and the next day we bought the car.
this car he’s curled up so he blends in with the
We brought her home in our enclosed trail- upholstery!''--Betty Fisher is a former Chesaer. Dick said anything was preferable to being peake Bulletin Editor--Bill Wurzell
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DATE   
DAY
TIME			EVENT				LOCATION
					
        					
JANUARY				
15-17    Fri-Sun
Daily
AutoMania Indoor Swap Meet MOVED TO:
Carlisle Fairgrounds, Carlisle, PA
					FEBRUARY				
POSTPONED TO APRIL 15-17
AACA Annual Convention/Meeting 		
Philadelphia, PA
POSTPONED TO MAY 21-23		
Baltimore Motor Trend Auto Show 		
Baltimore Convention Center, Balt., MD
     CANCELLED			
Atlantic City Classic Car Show and Auction
Atlantic City, NJ
     CANCELLED			
Motorarama: Car, Truck, Bike Show
Farm Complex, Harrisburg, PA
20     Sat
9-11		
Car Show & Cruise, All Club Breakfast		
Forest Hill, MD
					MARCH				
7      Sun
7-2		
AACA Ontelaunee Region Swap Meet		
Hamburg, PA
13     Sat
7-3		
CRAACA Collector Car Swap Meet		
Howard County Fairgrounds, MD
14      Sun
12:30
St. Patrick Parade-CRAACA Member Drive
Mt. Vernon Place, Baltimore, MD
26-27    Fri-Sat
8-3		
AACA Sugarloaf Mt., Region Swap Meet		
Carroll Cty. Ag. Center, Westminister, MD

'Gorjus', One Family Owned 1930 Model A Ford
By Richard Tannich, AACA
Orlean, Virginia
My grandfather Frank Tannich was born in
Czechoslovakia on June 16, 1871, and came to America at age 12 in 1883. The family landed in Galveston,
Texas, and traveled by oxcart to the small community
of Fayetteville where they began to farm.
My father Edwin Tannich used to say they were
'poor dirt farmers'; however, in 1930 they bought
a shiny new black Model A Ford standard Fordor
sedan at the Ford dealer in Columbus, Texas.
In 1965, in Alamogordo, New Mexico, I was
a high school student who only cared about
having fun and cars. My good friend Michael
Shyne and I developed a fondness for antiques,
mostly Model A Fords. My father said the family owned a Model A on the old Tannich farm
in Weimar, Texas, and I could probably have it.
My mother and I drove to Weimar, but my
father’s description was better than that of the
actual car. The curves of the beautiful fenders
were flat, the front bumper braces were bent
down and the head lights and frame springs
had been replaced with tractor parts.
The rest of the car was worse, the fabric roof
was destroyed, chickens and other farm animals were living inside, mice had eaten the
upholstery and the entire interior was covered
with several inches of dirt, animal droppings
and dead rodent bones. Being in a humid climate, the entire body was rusted and the front
fenders were dented and actually split due to
battles lost to the back wall. The four spoke
wheels were warped and the tires rotten.
All of the electrical wiring was eaten and the
beautiful black paint job was replaced with bare
metal. Nevertheless, we had her shipped to Alamogordo where Michael and I went to work.
After some initial amateur work, the engine
was running and the car was painted bright red
and upholstered in white leather. After graduation from high school and an initial failed
attempt at college, the local judge convinced
me to join the U.S. Army and see the world. So,
up on blocks in my parents’ backyard she went.

Covered with several layers of tarpaulins, she
lived through three years of sand storms and
beating sun while I served in Vietnam from
1969-1971. Having completed my enlistment
contract, I returned to Alamogordo and re-enrolled in New Mexico State University. We took
her off the blocks, pumped up the tires and down
the road we went to give college a second try.
After getting married in 1972, I re-joined the
Army and once again set off to see the world.
Again, the Model A needed to be stored and
so she lived in various places in Alamogordo.
There she stayed for the next 20 years until my
retirement in 1993 when we rented a U-Haul
trailer and towed her to Virginia.
By then, our daughter had bought a home
on the north side of Richmond and we towed
her there to put together a total professional
restoration plan. As the disassembly process
started, we moved her (this time in parts) to
our country home in Fauquier County, in the
beautiful Piedmont region of Northern Vir-

ginia, near the village of Orlean.
This started the long-awaited professional, body-off restoration process. The
Mid-Atlantic is a mecca for classic car restoration, and several different companies
performed specialty work on the frame,
drive train components, engine, transmission, brakes, upholstery, windows, wiring,
body work and paint. As much of the metal
as possible was repaired and powder coated,
and we used as many of the other original
parts that we could. By 2018, this meticulous and expensive process was completed,
and I named her 'Gorjus.'
I now use her as my daily driver in the
country, and eventually she will belong to my
daughter. She will then be passed down to her
son, and he will be the fifth generation owner
of this one-family owned Model A, my grandfather would be proud!--EDITOR’S NOTE:
This 'Member Submitted Story' to AACA Speedster, is reprinted from the May 2020 edition.

Purchased new in 1930 by the Tannich Family, this 1930 Ford Fordor Model A
survived for decades until it received a body-off restoration completed in 2018.
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Chesapeake Region Hooks Up With 'Toys For Tots'
Well, the calendar might say that it is December but the temperature says that it is
something different. On Saturday, December 12, 2020 it was 60 degrees. I will take that
any day. It was perfect day for a car outing.
Chesapeake Region members had voted at the beginning of the year that we were going
to make donations to the Toys for Tots Organization for the Holiday 2020 Season. On
the Friday after Thanksgiving an order was placed at Walmart to purchase six bicycles
and helmets for different age groups. We ordered three girl's bikes and three boy's bikes.
Student member Elizabeth Bodvin who is presently holding the title of Miss Pennsylvania High School United States for 2021 got involved with the Winebrenner Motorcycle shop in Hanover, PA. and their campaign to help Toys for Tots. Elizabeth has been
out the past 4 weekends at different locations in the Hanover area raising awareness of
the need for donations during these trying times.
On Saturday morning members of Chesapeake Region traveled to Hanover to make
our donation of the bikes. We were greeted by the one and only Santa Claus and his Elf
helpers. What a great feeling to know that we are able to make some children’s holiday
a little more special.
Chesapeake Region members that attended were Paula and Gary Ruby, Tom and Judy
Dawson, Gary and Vicky Wilmer, Student member Elizabeth Bodvin, Rachelle and
Chris Bodvin.--Paula Ruby

The club’s donation of six bicycles took place
at Winebrenner’s in Hanover, Pa.

Naturally, Gary Ruby selected the 'Look At
Me Yellow' two-wheeler.

ABOVE: left to right: Director, Gary Wilmer; Technical Adviser, Gary Ruby, President, Paula
Ruby; student member, Elizabeth Bodvin; Vice President, Tom Dawson, Membership Chair, Vicky
Wilmer; Judy Dawson. These are 'big' kids, they should be looking at MOTORCYCLES!
BELOW: President Paula Ruby found the 'trike' she would like to drive home! Vice President,
Tom Dawson looks on. Paula would look great leading a parade somewhere.

Winebrenner's Dealership has a bike for everyone, and their budget.

Some of the group brought their classic rides,
to the bike giveaway. The white, 1962 Pontiac is
Gary Ruby’s latest acquisition. The 1960 Chevy
Bel Air belongs to Tom and Judy Dawson.
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SUNSHINE REPORT:

By: Margaret Werneth

I sent Get Well Cards to David Kelley and
Donald Ramsburg.
Sympathy cards to Phil and Shelly Hack on the
passing of Shelly’s father, Ed Frank and family on the
passing of his sister, Mable Frank, and Betty Fisher on the passing of her husband, Richard.--Margaret

The Chesapeake Bulletin is published monthly and is the official
newsletter of the Chesapeake Region AACA. Articles and comments are
welcome and should be sent to the editor, Bill Wurzell at: 54desotosedan@gmail.com, telephone: 410.750.0056 by the 15th of the month for
inclusion in the current month’s edition. All ads must be submitted to Advertising Manager, Gary Ruby at: rubys55chevy@comcast.net, telephone:
410.239.3492. If you have not received your copy of the Bulletin, contact
the editor or any club officer. Event photos courtesy of Harold and Barb
Diehl, Paula and Gary Ruby; Philip Hack, and Bill Wurzell; proofreaders:
Harold Diehl and Lynn Horn. Photos are subject to Copyright ©.
  Reprinting of articles and photos is permitted provided due credit is
given to this publication, the author and photographer.

Elected & Appointed Officers For 2021

Elected positions make up the Executive Board of the Club with full voting rights:

President: Paula Ruby
2332 Mt. Ventus Road #1, Manchester, MD 21102-1128,
H-410.239.3492, C-410.627.1642 paulaspackard@hotmail.com
Vice President: Thomas R. Dawson
1920 Gibson Road, White Hall, MD 21161 H-410.688.8358 (cell)
tomdawson315@gmail.com
Secretary: Al Zimmermann
12887 Eagles View Road, Phoenix, MD 21131 H-410.560.0237,
C-443.470.0637 zimmco1@comcast.net
Treasurer: Jack Treadwell
2034 Freeland Road, Freeland, MD 21053, H-410.925.7024, jetreadwell@comcast.net
Membership Chair: Vicky Wilmer 52 North Houcksville Road,
Hampstead, MD 21074, C-443.340.7703
wilmervicky@gmail.com
Director at Large: Gary Wilmer
52 North Houcksville Road, Hampstead, MD 21074, C-443.340.7690,
wilmervicky@gmail.com
Director at Large: Tom Young
613 McHenry Road, Baltimore, MD 21208, H-410.653.3108,
tbirdtoms60@verizon.net
Activities Chairman: Philip Hack
1125 Greenway Road, Cockeysville, MD 21030
H-410.292.3656, Phack126@gmail.com

SOCIAL MEDIA

Like us on Facebook @ Chesapeake Region AACA

CARS FOR SALE
FORD, 1941 SUPER DELUXE FORDOR--Almost a barn find.
Seller’s grandfather purchased car new in Chambersburg, Pa.,
November 1940. He had a Ford Rebuilt engine installed in the
car in the late 1950s, at 55,000 miles. It was given to the seller
in 1964. It now has 89,000 miles, has been garage kept since
2000. Engine runs, body is sound. Its needs are new upholstery,
and cosmetic work. Garaged in Chantilly, Virginia. Asking $6,000
OBO. Email: pinback16l4@gmail.com.Video can be viewed at
https://ldrv.ms/v/s! Lead from Ken Briers.
OLDSMOBILE, 1953 SUPER 88 TWO-DOOR POST--68k original miles on this stunning two-door Super 88. black top over yellow
bottom, gray interior with red wheels. Wide whitewall tires, three
speed column shift. Completely restored inside and out. Number
one condition, only two owners. Restoration featured in Hemmings
Motor News in September 2007. Junior and Senior awards throughout Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. Car is garaged in Falls
Church, Virginia,$39,000 OBO. Call: Jeff @757.717.6610, or, emailjw1962@gmail.com. Lead from Franklin Gage.

Chief Judge:
O P E N--If you would like to apply for the position of Chief Judge, just
discuss it with President Paula Ruby.
Technical Chairman: Gary Ruby
2332 Mt. Ventus Road #1, Manchester, MD 21102-1128,
H-410.239.3492, C-410.299.3887, rubys55chevy@comcast.net
Publicity & Website Administrator: Harold ‘Buzz’ Diehl
6514 Maplewood Road, Baltimore, MD 21212, H-410.377.5265,
hdiehl60@hotmail.com
Sunshine/AACA Reporter: Margaret Werneth
9701 Oak Summit Avenue, Parkville, MD 21234,
H-410.668.3749, jfdesoto@aol.com
Historian: Walter E. 'Chip' Miller, 209 Cinder Road, Timonium, MD
21093, 443.681.0236 walteremiller@msn.com
Chesapeake Region Bulletin Editor: Bill Wurzell,
8801 Bosley Road, Suite 104, Ellicott City, MD 21043, H-410.750.0056
C-410.245.7164 54desotosedan@gmail.com
Program Director: Jackson L. Anderson, Jr., 222 Ritterslea Court
Owings Mills, MD 21117, 410.363.7088 chev565041@comcast.net
Refreshments: Nancy Mattheu, Coordinator 20600 York Road
Parkton, MD. 21120, H-410.357.8481--twirlingmemere@comcast.net

AUTOMOTIVE LITERATURE FOR SALE
FROM A LONGTIME COLLECTOR’S WIDOW--AACA Member. Sales brochures and ads for most years, makes, and models, including prototypes.There are also a few dealer albums and
showroom posters.To inquire whether we have what you are
looking for, please email Bay Country Member, Michael G. Murray at: m2m27153@aol.com/ or call 410.726.3553, and leave a
message. Lead from Ken Briers.

FUTURE MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS ?
Watch our website for more information

DIVINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1220 Providence Road
Towson, MD 21286
Approximately one mile north of I-695
on Providence Road in Towson
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Ever Hear Of The Spoerer Automobile?
Hint: They Were Made Baltimore
Carl Spoerer’s Sons Company, in addition to manufacturing all types of vehicles
and automobiles from 1907 until 1914.
capitalized on the transition from horsedrawn to motorized trucks and other types
of commercial units. They did a large percentage of both the police and fire department work and converted all the horsedrawn engines. When the picture of the
Spoerer’s horse-drawn fire engine as shown
to AACA past president, J. Leonard Rhinehart, he remarked, ''I have that same body.
I bought it the other day and it is mounted on a Mack chassis.'' The picture of Mr.
Rhinehart’s engine, upon close examination, shows the same details and even he
same holes in the side of the body.
The Spoerer Company was also a pioneer
the tire business in Baltimore . In 1904 their
building proudly proclaimed, ''Sole agents
for the Goodyear rubber tire.'' Subsequently, the firm was Maryland distributor for
Samson-Mansfield, and then Norwalk tires.
In addition it was the Maryland agent for
Bosch magnetos. Mr. Reus was in charge of
the Magneto Department for the firm.
What happened to the Spoerer Automobile? Simple logistics seem to be the main
answer. Baltimore never could have been
the center of the automobile industry. Only
two car were manufactured in Baltimore
besides the Spoerer, the Maryland and the
chain-driven Crawford. How many Spoerers really were made? That is hard to determine now, and the exact figure may never
be accurately known. Are any Spoerers left
hidden in same carriage house in Baltimore,
and old garage in Towson or Ruxton, or perhaps in some far-off barn anywhere in these
50 United States? It is the hope of this writer
that an old Spoerer will be brought to light
and available to some member of the AACA
to restore for all to admire and enjoy.
EDITOR’S NOTE: This article was reprinted from
AACA’s Antique Automobile Magazine, September-October Edition, 1970.

The 1909 Spoerer touring car with Charles Spoerer behind the wheel.

The Spoerer Model 40-C five passenger touring car for 1910
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8801 Bosley Road, Suite 104
Ellicott City, MD 21043
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