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 Board Members Turn The Tables 
 On CR President Paula Ruby

By Bill Wurzell, Editor
The Chesapeake Bulletin

 During the Annual Banquet on November 
8, 2020 at Friendly Farm restaurant in Upper-
co, President Paula Ruby made sure that mem-
bers deserving special recognition for con-
tributions to tbe club during year 2020 were 
given an award.  These were in addition to the 
appreciation awards given to AACA President, 
James Elliot and Vice President Wayne Tuck, 
both of whom graciously attended the banquet 
with their wives.
 Paula wanted to ensure recognition for a cer-
tain group of our members that clearly went above 
and beyond for the success of the two National 
AACA events that were unexpectedly relocated to 
the Gateway Center in nearby Gettysburg.
 Shortly after the Annual Banquet, the gentle-
men who had received the awards from Paula 
'for jobs well-done' put their heads together and 
decided that the time was past due to acknowl-
edge Paula with an award!
 In the year 2021 Paula will be embarking 
upon her SEVENTH year in a row as Presi-
dent of the Chesapeake Region! This is more 
than any other individual that has ever been 
elected president. Just think of the longevity 
she would enjoy if she was in the U. S. Con-
gress! Some of the present members of Con-
gress are older that the 'National Landmark' 
buildings they serve in!
 Paula’s leadership is sharp and legendary. There 
are very few if any aspects of her job that she isn’t 
familiar with. Whether its directing trailer park-
ing at a particular venue or setting up a children’s 
program for a vendor, she knows how to do it, be-
cause she’s done it many times. Before she became 
president, Paula was treasurer of the club for many 
years. As president she knows where every dime is 
and knows when to lighten up and when to tight-
en up! Because of the extraordinary year 2020 was, 
Chesapeake Region members will not need to pay 
club DUE$ in 2021! 
 Another celebration after dinner was for Wal-
ter 'Chip' Miller, who has been designated as 
'Club Historian.' Chip takes over the position for 
the retired, J. Francis Werneth, who served the 
club in many capacities over many decades. At-
tending the dinner/board meeting were: Paula 

JANUARY 3, 2021

 Paula Lynn Ruby sits in her recliner holding 
the award she was presented at a dinner-board 
meeting at her home on January 3.

 

Sad News To Report

 Charles W. Talbert, Jr., long time member 
and Past Club President died around New 
Years Day. It wasn’t reported until later and the 
Bulletin just found out on the 14th of January.
 Chuck was president of the Club in 1980, 
1981, and 1982. He was a big fan of the Ford 
flathead V8 motor and had several cars with 
the famous powerplant. 
 While president in the early eighties, he had 
a 1950 Ford Custom Deluxe two door coupe. 
More recently, he would proudly display his 
1939 Ford sedan, a national prize winner. 
Chuck appeared at many local car shows either 
displaying his Ford Sedan or displaying auto 
parts and model cars he offered for sale.
 Chesapeake Region has sent a contribu-
tion to the AACA Library in Chuck’s hon-
or. Our collective condolences go out to 
Chuck’s family.

Chuck Talbert

 Now that everyone knows that we had to cancel 
the Annual Swap Meet on March 13th we will still 
be conducting the 50/50 drawing on that day.  At 
the present time we have collected $500 in profit 
which would mean the winner would receive $250. 
Since we did not collect membership dues for 2021, 
we would hope that all of the membership would 
at least purchase the SIX tickets that were sent to 
them for a total of $5.00. If we were to receive ev-
eryone’s tickets and checks we could really have 
a great drawing. Who knows...you could be the 
LUCKY WINNER! Please write your check today 
and return it with your stubs for the 6 tickets. Please 
send your check and stubs to Paula Ruby, 2332 Mt. 
Ventus Road, No. 1 Manchester, Maryland 21102. 
Thank you and Good Luck!

Do This Before You Forget!

 Chip Miller is presented with a chocolate 
Bunt cake for celebration of his new post. 
and Gary Ruby; Vice President, Tom and Judy 
Dawson; Secretary, Al Zimmermann and Nan-
cy Mattheu; Director, Gary and Membership 
Chair, Vicky Wilmer; Director, Tom Young, 
Chesapeake Bulletin Editor, Bill Wurzell, and 
Chip’s wife, Michelle Miller.
 Board members attending via ‘ZOOM’; 
Chief Photographer and Website Administra-
tor, Harold 'Buzz' Diehl; Treasurer: Jack Tread-
well and Activity Director, Phil Hack.
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Chip and Michelle Miller Have Restored A Rare
1956 Chevrolet, Two-Ten, Two-Door Sport Coupe, Six

By Chip Miller
Chesapeake Region Historian

 Our 1956 Chevy story began at City  Chev-
rolet in Baltimore. The car was purchased 
new by a customer at our service station in 
Ruxton, in 1956. The car came with few op-
tions as the buyer was cost conscious. The car 
is a 1956 210 Sport Coupe which, as it turned 
out was one of the lowest production models 
available. It has the blue flame six and a pow-
erglide transmission. The female buyer did 
decide to order a heater for the car the only 
luxury option ordered. 
 The car was gently used and never went too far 
from where it was born. We had serviced the car 
for her since it was new. In 1976, she had stopped 
driving and left the car to my dad with about 
68,000 miles on it. At that time we were out of 
space at home and unfortunately it sat outside for 
about two years, which everyone knows makes the 

restoration process much worse. By about 1978 
we had added on to the garage and had space for 
it. I was about 15 and ready for  a project. Dad and 
I started on it when I was in the 10th grade and 
slowly but surely the car came completely apart. 
Over the next few years we redid just about every-
thing, front end trans lines, hoses etc.   
 After we stripped the car down, a friend of 
ours, Bill Gainor, who was a retired body man, 
did the body and the paint for us. He didn’t 
use body filler, only lead. The body was in 
good shape with only the typical Chevy spots, 
front fender eyebrows and inner rear fend-
ers requiring some rust repair. It took a few 
years to put it together again. The only thing 
left was finding the correct material for the 
seats, it’s biggest problem. Only the front pas-
senger area was worn out and at that time no 
one reproduced it. So, I carried a piece of the 
material in my wallet for a few years looking 

for it. Finally one year at Hershey, we found a 
guy who had just discovered two bolts of cloth, 
enough for a few cars. Our car was finished. 
A couple of times we were tempted to take it 
out but ran into a problem with it. We pushed 
it into a corner. I never did much with it after 
that. Finally in 2018 I decide to get it out. 
 I worked about five months to clean it up 
and get it going. The plan was to go to Gettys-
burg in the spring of 2019.
 What a wonderful show it was. The Chevy 
won its 1st Junior. It was such a long time com-
ing I don’t think any show will be like it for us.  
 Dad didn’t make it to see it but he would 
have been happy. Bud Sammis and Carolyn 
were able to come with us to the show which 
was special since Bud Sammis was around for 
the whole thing. Thanks to all who labored to 
put on the Gettysburg show. It brought us back 
to the car club!

 Above on a trailer, is the Miller’s completed 1956 Chevrolet, '210' Sport Coupe. In 1956 Chevro-
let produced 18,616, '210' Sport Coupes. By contrast, the top-of-the-line Bel Air Sport Coupe sold a 
whopping, 128,382 units.--Source: American Cars, 1946-1959
 The Millers also own a brass era 1909 Stevens-Duryea. Below, they are enjoying lunch with 
daughter 'Elizabeth' at the Maryland Fire Museum show, last summer in Lutherville.

AACA Members Take 
Part in 100 Years 
Women’s Suffrage Tour

By Tom Collins, Murfreesboro, TN
 Members of the Honk, Rattle & Roll Tour-
ing Region and the Music City Region recently 
took part in the 100 Years Women’s Suffrage 
Tour in Nashville, Tennessee. This event cel-
ebrated the 100th anniversary of the ratifica-
tion of the 19th Amendment, giving women 
the right to vote. By August of 1920, 35 states 
had ratified the 19th Amendment and only 
one more was needed, Tennessee was that 
state.--Reprinted from August 2020 Speedster.

 A parade was held with 1920s era vehicles 
with people in period attire.

 Celebrations were held in cities throughout 
Tennessee, all during the year 2020.
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President Paula Received Holiday Greetings
From Our Australian Friends, Marie and John
Hello Paula and Merry Christmas to you!
 We’re very fortunate Australia is nicknamed, ‘The Lucky Country’, that 
Western Australia is almost Covid free! The only reported cases are in people 
returning from overseas and once they arrive, all overseas visitors have a man-
datory 14 day quarantine in a hotel and are tested regularly. 
 Our border with the other States of Australia has only recently been reopened 
and a sudden outbreak of cases in Sydney means that travellers from New 
South Wales are now banned, once again, from entering W.A.
 We are free to go out shopping and dining with few restrictions so in many 
ways life goes on as usual. Where possible people are working from home so the 
offices in the Perth CBD are very quiet.
 We are both well and enjoying our summer weather. It is going to be a bit 
warm today, we’re heading for 42 degrees C, it was 37 degrees at 9:30 am.  Giv-
en the weather forecast it’s likely that our Christmas Eve roast will be cooked 
outside in the barbecue oven to avoid heating up the kitchen! At the other end of 
the scale they’re predicting a white Christmas for the top of Mount Wellington 
in Hobart, Tasmania.
 Our time in lockdown has been put to good use. John has been working on 
the rebuild of our 1948 Ford Anglia hot rod (Toyota 4AGE 1600cc engine and 
5 speed gearbox with Ford Cortina (Pinto?) independent front suspension and 
rear axle) and Marie has started on her “magnum opus”, the story of her and her 
family’s journey overland from the Orkney Islands off the North of Scotland 
to Western Australia in a “motorhome” (a converted 1956 Bristol coach) – so 
far, she has reached the United Arab Emirates with the journey through Paki-
stan, India and South East Asia still to be told.
 We’ve also spent quite a bit of time reminiscing about our 2019 trip to the 
U.S. and looking forward to the day when we can return for another holiday 
but the way things are going that may be 2022 at the earliest.
 All the very best for the future with our healthy and happy wishes for 2021 
to you and your family.
  Marie and John.

 From Out Of The Past...
JULY 1994

'Seek And Ye Shall Find'
By George Glotzbach, CRAACA

 I was living in St. Paul, and attending the Univer-
sity of Minnesota when I bought my first Plymouth. 
It was a 1949 4-door DeLuxe in light green. I bought 
it used in the summer of 1951 for $450. I took it with 
me when I reported for duty with the United States 
Air Force at Holloman AFB, New Mexico in April of 
1954. But, when I saw the new 1955 Plymouth in 
the Fall of 1954, I knew I had to have one.
 I ordered a black over red 1955 Belvedere Sport 
Coupe from Midway Motors in St. Paul. It carried 
Plymouth’s first V-8 and straight stick with over-
drive. When it arrived I had the dealer repaint the 
black roof in white for its new desert home. My fa-
ther delivered the car from St. Paul to me at Hollo-
man in the Spring of 1955.
 That car took me through my two year tour 
of duty in New Mexico, my next tour at Elmen-
dorf AFB in Alaska in 1956 (it was shipped 
to and from the continental U.S.) graduate 
school at the University of Minnesota in 1957, 
three years of selling group life insurance in 
Los Angeles, marriage and the birth of our 
first child, and return to Minnesota in January 
of 1961. Because my family was growing I 
traded that ‘55 hardtop for a 1962 Belvedere 
station wagon early that year.
 Then followed a succession of Chrysler built cars: 
now in my garage is a 1989 Jeep Wagoneer Limited 
and a 1991 Plymouth Sundance 2-door coupe.
 In 1989 I got bit by the old car bug again, and 
decided to find a 1955 Sport Coupe with overdrive, 
like my earlier love. I re-subscribed to Old Cars 
Weekly, got pass-along copies of Hemmings, be-
gan watching auction lists, but no luck.
 One day in the Fall of 1990, while bicycling in 
New Freedom, PA, I spotted a rack of 'Round-Up 
Magazine.' a car advertiser out of Jane Lew, West 
Virginia, which offers free ads. I composed an ad and 
sent in the following: 1955 or 1956 PLYMOUTH Bel-
vedere V-8 Hardtop or Convertible. Prefer straight 
stick with overdrive. Must be stock and cherry”.
 I received two responses. The first for a 4-door 
in Colorado which I rejected. The next was from the 
second owner of a ’55 Sport Coupe in Faith, NC. 
The owner sent me a full set of photos. Then we 
had along talk on the phone while I went through 
my 27-item check list. I drove to NC and inspected 
the car, and took some more pictures. Upon return 
to Maryland I sent a description and photos off to a 
Chrysler Corporation old cars expert and friend in 
Minnesota for his opinion. Incredibly, he knew the 
car and gave it a 'thumbs up.' I made arrangements 
to fly to Charlotte, was met by the owner, drove to 
Faith, and completed the transaction on April 9, 
1992. I drove the car home, I was stopped along 
the way by a NC Highway Patrol Officer who invited 
me to his next car show in Charlotte! 
 The car is white over black, and original with 
52,000 miles on the V8 with overdrive. It’s rust free 

and clean as a whistle, but showing its age under 
the hood. I’ve chosen to keep it in original condi-
tion. The car was built in Evansville, IN and deliv-
ered in Chattanooga,TN on December 23, 1954. 
The first owner, a service station operator just re-
turned from the Korean War, added an aftermarket 
power pak in order to compete with the local Fords 

and Chevys. He became ill in the early 60’s, his wife 
let a friend drive the car for a couple of years, he 
died and his widow garaged the car for the next 25 
years. It was 'found' in 1990 and restored in Chat-
tanooga, then sold to owner #2 in NC. You’ll see it 
around the Maryland car show circuit this summer. 
Now, if I could only get it started!

George Glotzbach’s 1955 Plymouth Belvedere Sport Coupe



The President’s Message
From Paula RubyHello Chesapeake Members!

Fondly, 
    Paula
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 I hope this message finds everyone in good health and ready to get this year started. I am hoping by the spring 
that we will once again be able to meet. We do have an offer to meet at the Tall Cedar Lodge that Henry Chaudron 
belongs to, but at this time I think that it is too early to get everyone to attend. Once the weather gets a little warmer 
we might be able to meet at a park location outside to have a membership meeting. We were able to have a Board 

meeting in January at my house for those that wanted to meet in person and three of our Board 
members attended by ZOOM.

 We have been informed by the Howard County Fairgrounds that they have a contract with 
the State of Maryland to conduct COVID tests at the fairgrounds. This contract will run thru 
June at this time. They have taken over some of the barns that we normally use for the vendors. 
With this information the Chesapeake Region Board has made the decision to again cancel the 
annual Swap Meet scheduled for March 13th. All funds that had been received from the ven-
dors have been returned at this time. On a happy note, we have decided to hold another Swap 
Meet in conjunction with our fall Autumn Harvest Collector Car Show on September 25th in 
Manchester, Maryland. On Tuesday, January 12th some members of the Board met at the car-

nival grounds in Manchester to look at the location and to determine how much space was available to do both the 
Swap Meet and the Car Show. Al Zimmermann is developing the layout and assures us that we will have plenty of 
room to do both activities. As always, the Manchester Volunteer Fire Company will participate by supplying the food 
as a fundraiser for their organization. If this event goes over well, we might want to consider having a Swap Meet two 
times a year. Since we don’t have to pay for the use of the Fire Company grounds, we could realize a nice profit. So 
mark your calendar for September 25th.

 For those of you that have received your January-February edition of AACA Antique Automobile magazine. I am 
sure you have read the article regarding the AACA Special Fall Nationals that was held in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
in November. I would like to say that I am extremely upset that the author of the article completely neglected to 
mention all of the hard work that our Chesapeake Region members did to make this event happen.

 I do not personally know the author of the article, but I wish that he had contacted me, since I was the Meet 
Chairman, to get his facts correct before this article went to print. I have talked to West Peterson who is the Edi-
tor-in-Chief and he said for me to send him the information so that he could print a correction in the next issue. 
That might sound well and good, but I think that it is an afterthought. I would love to see the article reprinted and 
corrected completely, but I don’t think that it will happen. I cannot say “thank you” enough to all the members of 
our Chesapeake Region for all of their hard work in making the Special Fall Nationals a success. Everyone worked 
extremely hard from beginning to end and we did a fantastic job as always.

 On a sad note, I have been notified that one of our long-time members and past President Chuck 
Talbert had passed away either on New Year’s Eve or New Year’s Day. Chuck served as President of the 
Chesapeake Region from 1980 to 1982. He also participated annually in the Swap Meet, selling his mod-
el cars and automobile parts. He will truly be missed.
 
 In closing I hope that everyone remains safe and healthy. Please reach out to other members just to stay 
connected. I hope to see you all real soon.
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NOTICE: Advertisements by members are free, subject to available space, if in the interest of the club and 
its members, i.e., antique (AACA defined) vehicles, parts, literature, memorabilia and automotive tools and 
equipment. Free ads run for one month and must contain the name of a member. Business ads cost $35 
annually for a nominal business card size space in TWELVE monthly issues. For ad submission or renewal, 
contact the Advertising Manager: GARY RUBY, 410.239.3492, rubys55chevy@comcast.net

Jack Anderson
-Certified Vehicle Appraiser-
Auto Appraisals MD, LLC

222 Ritterslea Court
Owings Mills, MD 21117

 
(410) 363.7088 (home office)
(410) 916.4278 (cell phone)

jack@autoappraisalsmd.com
www.autoappraisalsmd.com

Pipe Creek Trading Company
Sales of antique and classic cars

Car Repairs
Appraisals

3559 Old Taneytown Rd.
Taneytown, Md 21787

Tel: 410-756-1500
Email: cars@verizon.net

Steven B. Morgan
Agent/Broker

Ridgebrook Insurance Group
909 Ridgebrook Road, Suite 116

Sparks, MD 21152
Auto, Home, Business, Life Insurance

443-595-3100 X131 800-218-0098
www.ridgebrookins.com

8 Winter Ave 
Glen Rock, PA 17327
P: 717-428-1305
F: 717-235-4428

www.alprueittandsons@verizon.net

Driving Passion for Excellence
www.alprueittandsons@verizon.net

Complete Restoration 
of

Antique, Hot Rods
& Classic Vehicles

Howard Kelly, Jr.
717.630.0776

410.409.7384 Cell
jalopyjunior@comcast.

Kurzmanns Automotive Brokerage
Services

We can help sell your Classic, Exotic or Muscle Car

WITHOUT IT LEAVING
THE GARAGE !

* International Exposure * 24/7 Marketing * Flat Fee
J. D. Kurzmann, Owner  Phone: 410.937.0719

email: jkurzmann@yahoo.com website: www.kurzmann autos.com
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By F. Ray Tomb
Past President, Kaiser-Frazer Owners Club

--
 “He’s done a great job as a shipbuilder but his 
challenge to plan and announce the postwar cars 
now is as half-baked as some of his other ideas.”
 The year was 1942. The speaker was Joseph 
Washington Frazer and the recipient of his 
wrath was Henry John Kaiser.

--
 A descendant of George Washington, Jo-
seph Washington Frazer was in the automo-
bile business for 30 years. He was a salesman 
for Packard and Saxton dealerships. He then 
turned to General Motors, where he assisted 
in forming the General Motors Acceptance 
Corporation. So good was he that Pierce-Ar-
row got him on loan for the same purpose. He 
then moved to Maxwell-Chalmers and with 
his friend, Walter P. Chrysler, helped to salvage 
Maxwell-Chalmers for a few more years.
 When Walter Chrysler moved to form his 
own company in 1924, Frazer went along 
and was the sales force behind Chrysler. By 
the end of the 1930s Chrysler joined Gen-
eral Motors and Ford to make them the Big 
Three. Walter Chrysler saw a need for a car 
to compete against Ford and Chevrolet. Fraz-
er suggested the name Plymouth and when 
questioned why, Frazer said ‘ever hear of 
Plymouth Binder Twine?’ Chrysler replied, 
“Hell every !@#$%^&* farmer in America’s 
heard of that” and thus the Plymouth name 
was added to countless other brands. 
 He also helped to organize DeSoto to fill the 
gap between Dodge and Chrysler. In January 
1939, he resigned from Chrysler to take over 
Willys-Overland Motors, which was in dire 
financial shape. He named the 1941 Willys 
models “Americar” with patriotism in mind 
(remember war was just around the corner). 
When World War II broke out, Frazer, whose 
Scottish coat of arms bore the motto “le Suis 
Pret” or 'I Am Ready,' surely was and brought 
to America and our armed forces one of the 
most remembered vehicles to date. To the 
Army it was the General Purpose Vehicle 
(‘GP”) but Frazer christened it 'Jeep.' In 1943, 
differences between Willys Board Chairman 
Ward Canady and Frazer caused him to leave 
and he became head of Warren City Manufac-
turing, a subsidiary of Graham-Paige Motor 
Corporation. In 1944, he was elected Gra-
ham-Paige chairman and a fulfillment of his 

 Edgar Kaiser (son of H. J. Kaiser) left, and Joseph W. Frazer (right) are shown with prototype 
Kaiser cars in front of the administration building at Willow Run, Michigan, circa 1946.
life-long dream; the means to produce a car 
bearing his name.
 Henry John Kaiser was the financier be-
hind the Kaiser-Frazer Corporation. His 
early jobs were various but in 1914, at the 
age of 30, he formed the Henry J Kaiser 
Company Limited of Vancouver, which was 
to become the keystone of the future Kaiser 
empire. This company contracted paving 
jobs, and in the 1920s he became the sand 
and gravel tycoon on the Pacific Coast. His 
first big job was in 1927, when he contracted 
to do 200 miles of highway in Cuba, which 
was completed 2 years ahead of schedule.
 He moved into the 1930s with construction 
of the Hoover Dam along with five other com-
panies calling themselves the “Six Companies.” 
Kaiser moved ahead and gained financially 
through the building of the Bonneville Dam 
on the Columbia River in 1938 and the Grand 
Coulee Upper Dam in 1939-1940, completed 
18 months ahead of schedule. In conjunction 
with the “Six Companies,” they built the San 
Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge, tunnels in 
Colorado and Maryland, aqueducts in New 
York, subways in Chicago, docks at Pearl Har-
bor, Panama Canal, and other locations, and 
then came the best known accomplishments of 
his then current career...shipbuilding. So pro-
ficient did his company become in this venture 
that a record was set during the war. The World 

War II Liberty ship Robert E. Peary was con-
structed in 4 days, 15 hours, and 26 minutes, a 
record never duplicated or beaten.
 Realizing that the end of the war would mean 
a need for millions of new cars, Kaiser started 
with experimental models at Emeryville, Cal-
ifornia, as early as 1942. His dream was to be-
come the “General Motors of the West Coast’ 
and produce automobiles at that point.
 Kaiser met Frazer on Tuesday, July 17, 1945, 
and on July 25, 1945, Kaizer-Frazer Corpora-
tion was announced to the public with $5 mil-
lion in assets. Henry found an automobile man 
in Frazer and Frazer found the man with the 
money to back his dream car.
 At Frazer’s urging the West Coast idea was 
abandoned and the Kaiser-Frazer Corporation 
signed an agreement with the War Assets Cor-
poration to lease and subsequently buy Willow 
Run, which was built by Ford at a cost of $100 
million. It comprised 1878 acres and had its 
own airport. When Kaiser-Frazer finished re-
furbishing Willow Run it had a production line 
9,754 feet long, all on one floor, the biggest in 
the industry at that time.
 Kaiser’s dream was to produce a front-wheel-
drive car as a stablemate to the more expensive 
Frazer automobile. Initial plans called for two 
Kaiser automobiles to every Frazer automobile. 
Kaiser-Frazer Corporation was to produce
 Continue to page 7... 'K-F Corp.'  
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 K-F Corporation...Continued from page 6
the Kaiser automobile and Graham-Paige Mo-
tors was to build the Frazer automobile. Frazer 
had enlisted Bill Stout as designer as well as the 
famous Howard Dutch” Darrin, who did cus-
tom jobs for movie stars and European royalty.  
 Stout tried to sell his Project ‘Y,” which was 
a rear-engined, one-of-a-kind model, but was 
soon dismissed by Kaiser-Frazer. Darrin had 
announced plans to build a car after the war 
and it was his design that became the basis for 
the first Kaiser-Frazer cars modified by Kai-
ser-Frazer designers and engineers.
 Kaiser’s dream evaporated when techni-
cal problems of front-wheel drive could not 
be resolved and the Kaiser automobile was 
introduced with small styling changes from 
the Frazer automobile. Public showing was 
made at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New 
York City, of a green front wheel-drive Kaiser 
and a red Frazer. After this introduction Kai-
ser-Frazer had orders for 396,995 Kaisers and 
Graham-Paige had orders for 266,849 Frazers. 
Kaiser-Frazer’s failure to get into production 
promptly caused many of these customers to 
deviate to other makes as their production 
started and orders were filled.
 The 1947-50 Kaisers and 1947-51 Frazers 
were built on a 123.5 inch wheelbase. The 
cars were the newest design with slab sides 
and several innovative designs that first saw 
the light of day on Kaiser-Frazer automobiles. 
Kaiser-Frazer became the fourth largest auto-
mobile manufacturer in the United States and 
publicity was aimed in that direction.
 Exterior grille and taillight changes plus 
a revised dashboard and some mechanical 
changes marked the 1949 models. Frazer in-
sisted on a tight production schedule since 
General Motors, Ford, Chrysler and Nash were 
introducing new models while Kaiser-Frazer’s 
were warmed over models. New Kaiser-Frazer 
models were not scheduled until 1951 Kaiser 
insisted on gearing up for 200,000 models and 
politely told Frazer the 'The Kaisers never re-
trench.' He proceeded to set up production at 
pre-1949 levels. This conflict resulted in Frazer 
being moved from president to the meaning-

 Shortly after the end of WW II, there was 
a pent up demand for NEW automobiles in 
America and in many other parts of the world.
 Henry J. Kaiser had won much praise and 
good will from the American public, due 
to his manufacturer of 'Liberty' Ships that 
helped the Allies win the war.
 Kaiser-Frazer was a new automobile compa-
ny and one of the first to hit the ground with a 
totally new line of automobiles.
 Kaisers and Frazers were new and different...
mostly. Other than looks, they really weren’t that 
new under the skin. Sure, they had a modern 
shape and color-keyed interiors, but not much 
else. They offered the same type of six cylinder 
engines the low-priced three offered for many 
years. Same for transmissions, 'three on the tree', 
just like every other company.
 Early on Henry Kaiser planned on a front 
wheel drive for the upscale Frazer. It just wasn’t 
doable and still place the car in a reasonable 
price range. The company limped along and 
that’s when Joe Frazer decided to split from the 
company because Henry wanted to introduce 
the 'Henry J.' Frazer’s objection to the Henry J. 
was, ''We need to develop a V8 motor instead 
of introducing a new model.'' He was right. The 
Henry J was only around for about two and a 
half years, in spite of even being sold through 
Sears & Roebuck Stores. It was marketed as the 
'Allstate.' All wear items on the Allstate came 
from Sears; tires, belts, hoses, battery, wind-
shield wipers. You could order an Allstate right 
out of the Sears & Roebuck catalog.
 Eventually, a Dutch Darrin designed Kaiser 
Manhattan became a good seller. It’s too bad 
it never got a V8, it might have made a differ-
ence.--Bill Wurzell, Editor.

  Sidebar

 In 1951 Henry J Offered functional beauty with-
out frills or excessive ornamentation. Less than 50 
inches in overall height, yet legroom for six footers.

--

 1951 Frazer four door sedan

less position of vice-chairman of the Board; 
Kaiser being chairman. Since Kaiser held the 
reins he brought in his son. Edgar, as president.
 Frazer’s prediction came true and the 1949 
models were slow movers. The introduction of 
the innovative 'Traveler' and its deluxe line ver-
sion 'Vagabond' failed to produce the necessary 
sales results. These cars featured a rear seat 
that folded against the back of the front seat 
and the trunk lid was cut in half, the bottom 
dropping to bumper level and top half extend-
ed to include the rear window, thus, the first 
'hatchback' models! Later introduction of the 
four door hardtop 'Virginian' and a four-door 
convertible still was of no help. The Traveler/
Vagabond and the four-door hard top were 
exclusive to the Kaiser line, while the convert-
ible was available as a Kaiser or a Frazer. Sales 
of these four models were a disappointment 
with only 22 Kaiser and 65 Frazer convertibles 
finding customers. The truly deluxe 'Virginian' 
found only 935 buyers, with the 'Vagabond' go-
ing to 4476 lucky buyers.
 Leftover 1949 models accumulated as pro-
duction kept going but buyers kept walking by 
the door of the dealers. In an effort to finally 
move these models, the factory sent represen-
tatives around to change the serial number 
plates to 1950 designation. Still they sat unsold 
at the factory, distributors, and dealer lots. 
 The 1951 Kaiser was a thing of beauty De-
signed by Howard 'Dutch' Darrin on a 118 inch 
wheelbase, it featured the largest glass area 
of any production automobile and was lower 
and sleeker than its competitors, with the los-
est beltline in the industry. The famous Dar-
rin Dip showed up just behind the front door 
opening and featured heartlike dips at the top 
of the windshield and rear window.. Color was 
used to the fullest extent in these models. As in 
the past models, two series were available, Spe-
cial and Deluxe. The Deluxe featured a band 
of stainless steel along the sides at the bottom 
of the doors as well as more expensive uphol-
stery material and lavish use of chrome inside 
the car. A 'Dragon' model was introduced lat-
er in the year and featured alligator-type vinyl 

interiors and two-tone paint schemes. Hydramatic 
automatic transmissions, purchased from General 
Motors, became an option only on the Kaiser and 
Frazer models starting in 1951. Borg-Warner Over-
drive was available as an option during the entire life 
of Kaiser-Frazer on all models. 
 The 1951 Frazer was a different matter. Over 
ten thousand 1949-50 Kaiser-Frazer models 
were still sitting at the factory and a solution 
was needed to move these cars. Through a 
clever scheme, and one that was to be used in 
 Continue to page 8...'K-F' 
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DATE   DAY TIME   EVENT    LOCATION
     FEBRUARY    
 POSTPONED TO APRIL 15-17  AACA Annual Convention/Meeting    Philadelphia, PA
 POSTPONED TO MAY  21-23  Baltimore Motor Trend Auto Show    Baltimore Convention Center, Balt., MD
    CANCELLED   Atlantic City Classic Car Show and Auction  Atlantic City, NJ
    CANCELLED   Motorarama: Car, Truck, Bike Show    Farm Complex, Harrisburg, PA
20     Sat    9-11  Car Show & Cruise, All Club Breakfast  Bel Air Moose Forest Hill, MD
     MARCH  
    CANCELLED   Hamburg Swap Meet    Hamburg, PA   
    CANCELLED   CRAACA Collector Car Swap Meet   Howard County Fairgrounds, MD
    CANCELLED   St. Patrick Parade-CRAACA Member Drive  Mt. Vernon Place, Baltimore, MD
26-27   Fri-Sat 8-3  AACA Sugarloaf Mt., Region Swap Meet  Carroll Cty. Ag. Center, Westminister, MD
21     Sun 8-3  AACA South Jersey Region Swap Meet  Woodstock, NJ
     APRIL
8-10   Thur-Sat Daily AACA Southeastern Spring Nationals  Charlotte, NC
15-17    Thur-Sat Daily AACA Annual Convention    Philadelphia, PA 
21-25   Sun-Wed Daily Spring Carlisle     Carlisle, PA    

the future, the 1951 Frazer appeared. A new 
hood, front and rear fenders, and grille were 
grafted onto the 1949 body and all models of 
Kaiser received the 1949 Frazer dashboard. 
Frazer now had the 'Vagabond' and four-door 
hardtop added to the line. It was the last year 
for Frazer but the model went out with a bang. 
Orders for this car exceeded 50,000 when the 
last Frazer left the factory, but it was to be no 
more, as its benefactor had fallen from power.
 Henry Kaiser’s dream of a low-priced car 
made its appearance in 1951 as the 'Henry J.' 
Featured throughout its life as a 2-door fastback 
sedan on a 100-inch wheelbase, it was originally 
offered without a trunk lid or glove box but lat-
er deluxe models featured this as standard. En-
gine on the 4-cylinder standard models was the 
Willys vertical L-head with cast iron block and 
head and rated at 68 horsepower at 4000 rpm. 
The Deluxe Six engine was the Willys vertical 
L-head with cast iron block and head and rated 
at 80 horsepower at 3800 rpm. 
 The original introduction price of $1,299 
was among the lowest of any US automobiles, 
but the 100,000 a year production planned was 
never seen. This model with grille and interi-
or changes was sold as the 1952-53 'Allstate' 
by Sears, Roebuck and Company in the South 
and Southwest. An estimated 2500 plus models 
were produced with the 'Allstate' name. 
 The 1952 models weren’t ready at normal in-
troduction time so Kaiser-Frazer pulled anoth-
er 1949-50 trick. They reserialed leftover 1951 
Kaiser and Henry J models and introduced 
them as the 1952 Kaiser Virginian and 1952 
Henry J Vagabond, changing the hood orna-
ment plastic ring and nose piece from clear to 
black plastic, and adding a continental tire as a 
styling change. Finally the true 1952s were in-
troduced with minor grille and taillight chang-
es in both Kaiser and Henry J models. With the 
demise of Frazer in 1951, its prestigious series 
name of 'Manhattan' was applied to the Deluxe 
Kaiser and the former Special became the De-
luxe. These series names were to remain until 
Kaiser ceased production in 1955. Henry l’s 
adopted the name Corsair” for the 4-cylinder 

models and ‘Corsair Deluxe’ for the 6-cylinder 
models. These names were to remain until the 
Henry J became extinct. These are the shortest 
production models in Kaiser-Frazer’s brief life.
 The 1953 Kaiser and Henry J’s were intro-
duced again with minor grille changes and a 
revised paint scheme on the Kaiser. One bright 
note was the Kaiser 'Dragon' introduced as a 
separate series. Almost everything offered as 
accessories on other models was standard on 
the Dragon. With your purchase of the Dragon 
you got a personal letter from Henry himself 
but he needed to sign only 1,277 letters. The 
1953 Henry J sported a different hood orna-
ment and a few mechanical changes but little 
else. Henry’s dream of 'America’s Low Priced 
Car' was being shattered.
 Nineteen fifty four was a different story. In 
1953 Kaiser-Frazer bought Willys Motors and 
was now known as Kaiser-Willys. The 1954 
Henry J was nothing more than reserialed left-
over 1953 models, and when these were gone 
so was the Henry J name. The 1954 Kaiser’s 
production now shifted to the Willys facilities 
in Toledo, Ohio, and received a major styling 
change. Henry Kaiser was so impressed with 
the Buick XP-300 show car that he had the grille 
and headlight design grafted onto the front 

end. The rear window was increased to a three-
piece wraparound and the taillights revised to 
include lens on the top of the rear fenders. At 
night the whole rear end lights up. A revised 
airplane-inspired dashboard was one of the 
interior changes. Again, leftover 1953 models 
had the 1954 front end and taillights grafted on 
and became the 1954 Kaiser Special. When the 
leftover 1953 models were used up, the new re-
vised body minus the Manhattan’ trim became 
the Kaiser Special. In the Kaiser-Frazer Own-
ers Club these models are referred to as Early 
Special and Late Special. Once again, leftover 
1954 models were reserialed to 1955 designa-
tion, with the hood ornament slightly changed 
and wire wheels becoming standard. In 1955 
production was 1,291 models of which 1,021 
were shipped to Argentina. With the Kaiser 
name disappearing from America’s highways, 
Henry Kaiser, in a brilliant move, sent the dies 
to Argentina, forming “Industrias Kaiser Ar-
gentina,” with the local government and jointly 
produced the Kaiser Manhattan, now renamed 
the Kaiser ‘Carabela,’ from 1958 to 1962. 
 Kaiser-Frazer used the Continental-licensed 
'Red Seal' 6-cylinder vertical L-head cast iron 
block and head engine throughout its life. The 

 The iconic sportscar, the 1954 Kaiser Darrin will be remembered throughout history as the car that 
was produced by Kaiser Automobile Corporation. Only 435 units of the car designed by famed auto-
motive designer, Howard 'Dutch' Darin were manufactured. Estimates range from around 375 to 400 
of the cars still in existence and still have an active following. They are bought and sold routinely among 
collectors and each transaction usually results in a higher value for the cars.--Bill Wurzell, Editor

 Continue to page 11...’K-F’ 

Chesapeake Region Activities For 2021

 K-F, Continued from Page 7...
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Thomas R. Dawson
1920 Gibson Road

White Hall, Maryland 21161
410.688.8358

tomdawson315@gmail.com

January 20, 2021

Mr. Wayne Tuck
Executive Vice President, AACA 
1284 Millstone River Drive
Hillsborough, New Jersey 08844

Dear Wayne,

 First, it was our pleasure to have you and Mrs. Tuck, and President and Mrs. Elliott at our annual banquet to help us celebrate our 
65th Anniversary, back on November 8th.
 
 Secondly, I am honored to be a member of a world class organization, such as The Antique Automobile Club of America. Even more proud am 
Ito be a member of one of the National Club’s largest and most active regions, the Chesapeake Region of the AACA, Maryland.
 
 Thirdly, and more to the point, our bi-monthly publication, Antique Automobiles, is highly anticipated and read from cover to cover, upon ar-
rival. Your Editor-in Chief, West Peterson, your Editorial Office and Graphic Design staff and Editorial Contributors do an outstanding job putting 
an amazing publication together, especially under such trying times as 2020 has thrown at us.
 
 Speaking of Editorial Contributors, I have always enjoyed Steven Rossi’s contributions, that is, until I read his piece on the “AACA 2020 Special 
Fall Nationals Gettysburg, Pennsylvania”. It was bad enough that his mention on page 67 of the July Grand Nationals held in Gettysburg made no 
attempt to acknowledge the help that Chesapeake Region provided, on short notice, to park cars on show day, but when I read the paragraph on 
page 69 stating “AACA Headquarters ... along with its Gettysburg and Hershey Regions ...deserve congratulations for not giving up...”, I almost 
fell off my chair! Gettysburg Region helped with Temperature Taking and Trailer Parking on Friday and Saturday. The Hershey Region president, 
Russ Flick, showed up the day of the show, but had absolutely no one answer his call for volunteers to aid in parking. When our president, Paula 
Ruby (also an AACA National Director), was asked to be the Meet Chair and have the Chesapeake Region pick up the ball and run with it, there 
was no hesitation. Her call for volunteers was answered by at least 15 to 20 members, who spent the better part of Wednesday through Saturday in 
Gettysburg, despite the challenge of considerable distance and personal expense. Chesapeake members went so far as to recruit family, friends, and 
neighbors to handle the task. We worked together at the Wyndham Complex to layout and prepare the fields, and park 617 show cars, trucks, scoot-
ers, motorcycles, and vintage military vehicles in a three hour period on Saturday morning. We worked throughout the day, providing bottled water 
to judges and guests, and managed the considerable task of breaking the show down and cleaning up the trash from thousands of participants. All 
of this was done safely, during a pandemic. To my knowledge, there were no reports of any COVID 19 breakouts due to the show.
 
 All of this, and to not be mentioned, or thanked? Quite a slap in the face, and a great way to lose any future assistance, and even worse, members! 
I am truly hopeful that this has all been a gross and unintentional oversight. I am also hopeful for a quick, and sincere apology, in a substantial way, 
not just some small article of correction, buried somewhere that no one will notice. Our many members, who once again answered the call to help 
save a small portion of a most difficult year, deserve at least that.

 Personally, I would never consider leaving the organization, but this to me, is something that needs to be addressed quickly in 
order to heal some wounds!

Sincerely,

Tom Dawson, Vice President
Chesapeake Region, AACA

 EDITOR'S NOTE: If you read the article in the January-February edition of Antique Automobile magazine about the 
2020 SPECIAL FALL NATIONAL MEET in Gettysburg, Pa., and felt a little put upon as a volunteer, the open letter below, 
composed by Vice President, Tom Dawson addresses the inequities of that article.
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President: Paula Ruby
2332 Mt. Ventus Road #1, Manchester, MD 21102-1128, 
H-410.239.3492, C-410.627.1642 paulaspackard@hotmail.com
Vice President: Thomas R. Dawson 
1920 Gibson Road, White Hall, MD 21161 H-410.688.8358 (cell) 
tomdawson315@gmail.com
Secretary: Al Zimmermann 
12887 Eagles View Road, Phoenix, MD 21131 H-410.560.0237, 
C-443.470.0637 zimmco1@comcast.net
Treasurer: Jack Treadwell 
2034 Freeland Road, Freeland, MD 21053, H-410.925.7024, jetread-
well@comcast.net
Membership Chair: Vicky Wilmer 52 North Houcksville Road, 
Hampstead, MD 21074, C-443.340.7703
wilmervicky@gmail.com
Director at Large: Gary Wilmer 
52 North Houcksville Road, Hampstead, MD 21074, C-443.340.7690, 
wilmervicky@gmail.com
Director at Large: Tom Young
613 McHenry Road, Baltimore, MD 21208, H-410.653.3108, 
tbirdtoms60@verizon.net
Activities Chairman: Philip Hack
1125 Greenway Road, Cockeysville, MD  21030
H-410.292.3656, Phack126@gmail.com

 Elected & Appointed Officers For 2021
Elected positions make up the Executive Board of the Club with full voting rights:

SUNSHINE REPORT:

FUTURE MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS ?
Watch our website for more information

DIVINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1220 Providence Road 

Towson, MD 21286
Approximately one mile north of  I-695 

on Providence Road in Towson

Like us on Facebook @ Chesapeake Region AACA
SOCIAL MEDIA

 The Chesapeake Bulletin is published monthly and is the official 
newsletter of the Chesapeake Region AACA. Articles and comments are 
welcome and should be sent to the editor, Bill Wurzell at: 54desotose-
dan@gmail.com, telephone: 410.750.0056 by the 15th of the month for 
inclusion in the current month’s edition. All ads must be submitted to Ad-
vertising Manager, Gary Ruby at: rubys55chevy@comcast.net, telephone: 
410.239.3492. If you have not received your copy of the Bulletin, contact 
the editor or any club officer. Event photos courtesy of Harold and Barb 
Diehl, Paula and Gary Ruby; Philip Hack, and Bill Wurzell; proofreaders: 
Harold Diehl and Lynn Horn. Photos are subject to Copyright ©.
  Reprinting of articles and photos is permitted provided due credit is 
given to this publication, the author and photographer.

By: Margaret Werneth

  I sent a sympathy card to Randy & 
Michelle Moss on the passing of Randy’s 
mother, Marlene Moss. I also sent a sym-
pathy card to Chuck Talbert’s family on his 
passing.--Margaret  

Chief Judge: 
O P E N--If you would like to apply for the position of Chief Judge, just 
discuss it with President Paula Ruby.
Technical Chairman: Gary Ruby 
2332 Mt. Ventus Road #1, Manchester, MD 21102-1128, 
H-410.239.3492, C-410.299.3887, rubys55chevy@comcast.net
Publicity & Website Administrator: Harold ‘Buzz’ Diehl 
6514 Maplewood Road, Baltimore, MD 21212, H-410.377.5265,  
hdiehl60@hotmail.com
Sunshine/AACA Reporter:  Margaret Werneth
9701 Oak Summit Avenue, Parkville, MD 21234,
H-410.668.3749,  jfdesoto@aol.com
Historian: Walter E. 'Chip' Miller, 209 Cinder Road, Timonium, MD 
21093, 443.681.0236 walteremiller@msn.com       
Chesapeake Region Bulletin Editor: Bill Wurzell, 
8801 Bosley Road, Suite 104, Ellicott City, MD 21043, H-410.750.0056 
C-410.245.7164 54desotosedan@gmail.com
Program Director: Jackson L. Anderson, Jr., 222 Ritterslea Court
Owings Mills, MD 21117, 410.363.7088 chev565041@comcast.net
Refreshments: Nancy Mattheu, Coordinator 20600 York Road 
Parkton, MD. 21120, H-410.357.8481--twirlingmemere@comcast.net

AUTOMOTIVE LITERATURE FOR SALE
 FROM A LONGTIME COLLECTOR’S WIDOW--AACA Mem-
ber. Sales brochures and ads for most years, makes, and mod-
els, including prototypes.There are also a few dealer albums and 
showroom posters.To inquire whether we have what you are 
looking for, please email Bay Country Member, Michael G. Mur-
ray at: m2m27153@aol.com/ or call 410.726.3553, and leave a 
message. Lead from Ken Briers.

 One element of tire sizing that is often confused is aspect ratio. The aspect 
ratio is a tire’s section height as compared to its section width. The aspect ratio 
is often referred to as the tire’s “series.” With that in mind a 50-series tire has a 
section height that is 50-percent of the section width.
 Of course, the section width can change on a tire in relation to the width of 
the wheel on which it’s mounted. As the aspect ratio decreases, it is important to 
use a wheel that is closer to the section width. For example, a 50-series tire and 
larger should have a wheel that measures 70-percent of its section width, and a 
45-series tire should have a wheel that measures 85-percent of its section width.
 The ratio between the sectionwidth and the wheel width is very important in 
selecting the right wheels and tires for your ride. Choosing a wheel that is too nar-
row will cause the sidewall to balloon and will allow the tire to distort excessively 
under hard cornering, resulting in sloppy handling. Choosing a wheel that is too 
wide for the tire can cause it to pull away from the wheel at high speed and will 
give the car a much harsher ride. The loss of curvature in the sidewall will not al-
low the tire to flex as far, resulting in a ride where every pothole feels like a crater.
 Most tire manufacturers publish guides for their various tire lines, complete with the 
range of wheel widths that are best suited for each tire size. Sometimes the best tire for 
your car is not the biggest tire that will fit, and taking the time to thoroughly explore your 
options before you pull out your wallet will reap far greater rewards down the road.

Aspect Ratio Relative To Automobile Tires
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 Continued from page 8, K-F...
engine had side valves, aluminum alloy cam ground pistons and four main bearings, 75 
pound crankshaft. Bore and stroke was 3-3/8 x 4-3/8 inches and displacement of 226.2 cubic 
inches. In 1947-48 both the Kaiser Special and Frazer models had 100 bhp at 3600 rpm and 
optional 112 bhp at 3600 rpm with Carter 685SA dual-throat carburetor on the Kaiser Cus-
tom and Frazer Manhattan models. In 1949-50 Kaiser Special models continued the 100-bhp 
engine while the Kaiser Deluxe model and all Frazers had the 112-bhp engine as standard. 
The engine was raised to 115 bhp in 1951-1952 for both Kaiser and Frazer models and finally 
to 118 horsepower in 1953-1955. 1954 saw the V-8 race in full swing and in order to meet 
the competition at the least cost, Kaiser bolted the McCulloch Supercharger on the  Man-
hattan models, the deluxe models continuing with the 118-bhp engine. Kaiser called this 
Power on Demand” and through the use of a kickdown switch under the accelerator pedal, 
the driver could select this power range. Without putting the supercharger to work the same 
118-horsepower was in use, but by putting the supercharger in, horsepower increased to 140. 
The supercharger was free-wheeling so when not in use gasoline mileage was not affected. 
The supercharger gave Kaiser the power it needed to meet the competition.
 Nineteen fifty four also saw the introduction of the Kaiser Darrin--a fiberglass two-seater 
sports car built on the Henry J chassis that featured a small rosebud grille, Willys 6-cylinder 
overhead valve F-head engine producing 90 horsepower at 4200 rpm, 'pocket' doors that slid 
into the front fenders, and, large 1953 Kaiser taillights. The folding top was a three-position affair 
used either fully closed, landau position allowing the portion over the seats to be open, or fully 
open. The top disappeared under a manually operated fiberglass panel. Only 435 models were 
made at Kaiser’s Jackson, Michigan, facility and approximately 375 are known to exist. These cars 
are now being enjoyed by over 1800 loyal members of the Kaiser-Frazer Owners Club Interna-
tional. email:secretary@KFclub.com. This article borrowed with permission from AACA Antique 
Automobile Magazine.

 J. Frank Duryea

 We’ve all seen the Duryea logos for many years and even some pictures of the first successful 
automobile in America. J. Frank Duryea who with is brother Charles E. Duryea invented and built 
the Duryea automobile. In the photo above, J. Frank Duryea is pictured with Mrs. Paul Cadwell in 
a 1896 Duryea similar to the one he drove on the London to Brighton Run in 1896 in England. On 
Mr. Duryea’s lapel is the gold medal he received in 1896.

Baltimore City St. Patrick Parade 
Scheduled for March 14, Cancelled
 The 2021 Baltimore St. Patrick Parade is can-
celled. Baltimore City is not currently accepting 
special event permit applications, and with less 
than eight weeks before Parade Day, there is no 
assurance that we will be able to obtain a permit. 
Also, given the continuing nature of the pandem-
ic and the City’s restriction on attendance at pub-
lic gatherings, we cannot guarantee that a well 
attended outdoor event like the Parade can be 
safely held in March.
 If you had paid a marching fee to join us in the 
2020 or 2021 Parade, you will receive a dollar 
for dollar credit toward your 2022 marching fee. 
If you had paid for a display ad or patron listing in 
the 2020 or 2021 Parade Guide, you will receive 
a dollar for dollar credit toward your 2022 display 
ad or patron listing. For most, this means that 
you will be already paid up for your participation 
in the 2022 Parade.
 In addit ion, Charm City Run Events, 
which manages the Shamrock 5K Race, 
has decided to conduct the 2021 Shamrock 
5K as a virtual race event. If  you had reg-
istered for last year ’s cancelled Shamrock 
5K, Charm City Run wil l  contact you with 
further details.Thank you for your under-
standing, We wish everyone a Happy and 
Healthy St. Patrick’s Day!

 Features we find in old cars can be a new dis-
covery for kids. I still laugh to myself every time I 
think about the time my youngest grandson came 
out to the garage for a visit with grandad. I  was  
working  on  my 1952 Hudson at the time. The first 
thing he noticed was the size of the steering wheel. 
I’m sure he had never seen a car without power 
steering. This was a new discovery for him. He 
was even more surprised  with  the  window  crank  
handles. How many kids today have never seen 
crank down windows? Not only a crank down win-
dow, but crank open vent windows. Most of today’s  
youth  have  never  seen  a  vent  window. He spent 
the next half hour working his way around the inte-
rior cranking windows up and down. We  found  an  
entire  new  world  of things he never knew existed.  
 You mean  you  need  to  push  down  the  
buttons individually to lock the car? You need a 
key to  unlock  it?  Ash  trays?  Turn  the  knobs  
to change the radio station? Where are the seat 
belts? What is that button on the floor? No pad-
ding on the dashboard? Now let’s take a look at 
an even older car. A tassel on the string that pulls 
the shade down over the back window? 
 You mean you need to put your arm out the 
window to signal a turn?  That  lever  on  the  left  
controls  the spark  advance?  What  is  a  spark  
advance anyway? Step on a floor pedal to start it?
  All you need to do to get their attention is 
show it to them. Kids are even more thrilled if 
you take them for a ride. Let’s all do something to 
pique their interest. The future of the old car hob-
by depends on it!--Reprinted from the AACA 
Rummage Box, Fall 2020.

AACA VP Wayne Tuck Knows Kids
Are Fascinated By Old Automobiles
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